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INTRODUCTION. 



This Chapter in Jewish history extends from the revolt 
of the ten tribes to the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Chaldeans. It embraces a period of about 400 years, 
during which the Jewish people were brought into close 
and frequent contact with the two great empires which 
then contended for the mastery of the world. It will 
not, therefore, occasion surprise to any one that by tlie 
recent discoveries in the valleys of the Nile and Eu- 
phrates much light has been thrown upon this portion 
of Old Testament history, and many interesting confir- 
mations have been found of the accuracy of the Sacred 
Kecord. 

In tlie Books of Kings and Chronicles the histories 
of the kings of Israel an4 Judah are so interwoven, 
not only witli one another, but with those of the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms, that it is no easy matter for an ordi- 
nary reader to form an intelligent idea of their mutual 
relation and contents. In the present volume an 
attempt has been made to sepai^ate the two narratives, 
without interfering with the integrity and simplicity 
of the Sacred "Writings. With very few exceptions 
the language of the Authorized Version has been re 
tained throughout, and, when any words have been 
added by way of explanation, they have been carefully 
marked thus f "|. A few passages from the prophetical 
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writings have been introduced at different places, 
but these have been selected because of the supple- 
mentary information they contain or the light they 
cast upon the state of society at the time. 

In perusing the narrative which is thus presented 
to us, one cannot fail to be struck with its fragmentary, 
and, in some instances, its meagre character. Espe- 
cially is this true of the history of the ten tribes, which 
is taken almost exclusively from the two Books of 
Kings. " But," in the words of a recent commentator, 
the Rev. Dr. Bahr of Carlsruhe, " we can see plainly 
what was the principle which guided our author in his 
historical writing. He does not care to give a complete 
account of all the facts and events of the reign of each 
king. The thing rather which concerned him most of 
all was the position each king took with regard to the 
Israelitish fundamental law, i.e., the Covenant, which 
was the soul of the entire Old Testament theocracy; and 
how the promises and threatenings of the law itself, or 
of the prophets charged with its announcements, and 
who spoke as the servants and ambassadors of Jehovah, 
became fulfilled. The heavy judgment which overtook 
the house of him who first openly broke the funda- 
mental law of the entire people, and made the image- 
worship (so strictly forbidden in that law) the religion 
of the State and people — ^that heavy judgment, we say, 
was a practical historical prediction for every royal 
house which persisted in the ' sin of Jeroboam.' No 
less than nine dynasties of the kingdom of Israel with 
whom this was the case perished in like manner with 
the house of Jeroboam, until at last the kingdom itself 
was destroyed, whilst the dynasty of David continued 
uninterruptedly in Judah." 
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We shall first follow the course of the kingdom of 
the ten tribes which sprang into existence after the 
death of Solomon. This kingdom lasted upwards of 
250 years, during which time it had nineteen kings 
belonging to nine different families. After its destruc- 
tion by the Assyrians, history loses sight of the ten 
tribes as a distinct people; but "imagination," says 
Dean Milman, " has loved to follow them into remote 
and inaccessible regions, where it is supposed that they 
still await the final restoration of the twelve tribes to 
their native land." 

The kingdom of Judah continued to maintain an 
independent existence for 150 years after the captivity 
of Israel ; and its kings, whose number was exactly 
the same, were all lineal descendants of David. Once, 
indeed, on the death of Ahaziah, it seemed as though 
the line of succession were broken, and God*s promise 
had failed. But God, who is faithful to his promise, 
continued to watch over the house of David, notwith- 
standing their innumerable provocations, until in the 
fulness of the times the great Son of David appeared, 
who was not only " a lamp for His anoiuted," but the 
" light of the world," and of whose kingdom there shall 
be no end. 

We cannot conceal the fact that there are certain 
chronological difficulties in the course of the history, 
which, with the information we at present possess, it 
is not easy to explain ; but these need not in the least 
affect our confidence- in the authenticity of the 
sacred narrative, or occasion any feeling of uneasi- 
ness or anxiety concerning the accuracy of the facts. 
Similar difficulties exist in all ancient histories. The 
Chronological Table is from Kurtz' "Handbook of 
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Sacred History/' and correspcmdit almost exactly -with 
the one witii Trliich the "Rii g l^ff b reader is already 

fiimiliar in the pages of ins Bil^le. 

A few notes regarding the contemporaneous history 

of the nations by which the chosen people were car- 
ried ini« capdvi^ m.y not be ^.ZL, and m.y 
liable the ordinary reader to peruse the following 
pages with more interest and pnfit. % 

The first king of Assyria mentioned by name in the 
Books of Kings, is Pul, also written PhiiL His name, 
which is Chaldean rather than Assyrian, does not 
occur in any inscription which has yet been found, 
but the suggestion has been made that after the first 
destroctum of [Nineveh by the Chaldeans (b.c. 789), he 
may have remained in Assyria as ruler of the countiy 
during the next forty years, c€ which period we have 
little or no information. Despatches have recently 
been found written by an officer who bore the same 
name, but no trace has yet been discovered of the king 
himself. 

The accession of Tiglath-Pileser 11. about 745 is 
beyond dispute. According to Kawlinson he was a 
usurper, and according to Lenormant a descend- 
746 ant of the ancient Assyrian dynasty. He is said 
B.C. to have come into Syria and Samaria at the call 
of Ahaz king of Judah, whose kingdom was 
menaced by the combined fences <^ Bezin king of Syria 
and Pekah king of IsraeL Having pat Eezin to death, 
he made Damascus a province, and forced many of the 
Israelites to emigrate into Armenia. In 731, before 
leaving Damascus to return to Assyria, he held a court 
of his vassals at that city, and among them we find 
the names of Pekah king of Israel and Ahaz king of 



Jfidali. Among the annals of his reign, Mr. George 
Smith, of the British Museum, has recently discoyered 
notices of Azariah and Ahaz kings of Judah, Menahem 
Pekah and Hoshea kings of Israel, of Bezin of Dam- 
ascns, and Hiram of Tyre. 

Of ShaJmanezer, the next king of Assyria, we have 
no records save some bronze weights in the British 
Museum. During his reign the Ethiopians, under a 
king named Shebek or Sabaco, succeeded in overrun- 
ning the whole of Egypt, and establishing a new king- 
dom in that land. Hoshea, king of Israel, thinking 
that thw new Egyptian power might form a counter- 
poise to the Assyrian, raised a revolt against ShaJman- 
ezer, which, however, was q)eedily crushed, and 
Hoshea himself taken captive. 

In 722 Shalmanezer died, and was succeeded by 
Sargon, whose name has come down to us as that of 
one of the greatest kings of Assyria. In a long 
inscription commonly called the '^ Acts of Sar- 722 
gon,** he says : — ^ I besieged, took, and occupied B.a 
the city of Samaria, and carried into captivity 
27,280 of its inhabitants. I changed the former gov- 
ernment of the country, and plaoed over it lieuten- 
ants of my own," In 710 he marched against Ashdod 
which had revolted (Is. xx. L). The account he gives 
of the turning of the fountains and water-courses to 
protect ^18 city strikingly reminds us of the preparar 
tions which Hezekiah made for the defence of Jeru- 
salem (2 Obron. xxxii. 3, 4), In 704 he was assassi- 
nated and &is son Sennacherib succeeded him on the 
throne. 

Sennachmb's reign, of which we possess very exten- 
sive veoorAB, keted from 704 to 681. In an insmptioB 
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on a cylinder in the British Museum, the following 
statement occurs : — " In my third campaign I marched 

towards Syria. . , . The rulers of Ekron had 
704 betrayed the king Padi, who was inspired by 
B.C. friendship and zeal for Assyria, and had given 

him up bound in chains of iron to Hezekiah of 
Judah. I brought Padi their king out of Jerusalem, 
and restored him to the throne of his royalty. But 
Hezekiah, king of Judah, did not submit. There were 
forty-six walled towns and an infinite number of vil- 
lages that I fought against, humbling their pride and 
braving their anger. By means of battles, fire, mas- 
sacre, and siege operations I took them. I occupied 
them. I brought out 200,150 persons, great and small, 
men and women, horses, asses, mules, camels, oxen, 
and sheep, without number, and carried them off as 
booty. As for himself, I shut him up in Jerusalem, 
the city of his power, like a bird in its cage. I in- 
vested and blockaded the fortresses round about it. 
Those who came out by the great gate of the city were 
seized and made prisoners. I separated, the cities I 
plundered from his country, and gave them to Mitenti, 
king of Ashdod, to Padi, king of Ekron, to Ishmabaal, 
king of Gaza. Then the fear of my majesty terrified 
this Hezekiah, king of Judah. He sent away the 
watchmen and guards whom he had assembled for 
the defence of Jerusalem. He sent messengers to 
me at Nineveh, the seat of my sovereignty, with thirty 
talents of gold and 800 talents of silver, metals, rubies, 
pearls, great carbuncles, seats covered with skins, 
thrones ornamented with leather, amber, seal skins, 
sandal-wood, and ebony, the contents of his treasury, 
as well as his daughters, the wpinen of his palace. 
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his male. and female slaves. He sent an ambassador 
to present this tribute, and to make his submission.*' 
This inscription, as might have been anticipated, 
refers only to those circumstances which were flatter- 
ing to the Assyrians. It says nothing of the disaster 
which befell them, and by which the host of Sen- 
nacherib was almost annihilated, when 

"The angel of death spread his wings on the blast, 
And breathed on the face of the foe as he passed ; 
And the eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and chill, 
And their hearts but once heaved, and for ever were stilL" 

In 681 Sennacherib was assassinated by two of his 
sons j while another, Esarhaddon by name, who had 
been viceroy in Babylon after the subjugation 
of that city by his father, hastened to Nineveh, 681 
which had been recently rebuilt with great mag- B.c. 
nificence, and ascended the throne. His reign, 
of which extensive records exist in the British Museum, 
lasted from 681 to 667. It was he who took Manas- 
seh and carried him to Babylon, which, from the fact 
of his early residence there, he preferred even to 
Nineveh. 

His son and successor, Assurbanipal, the Sardana- 
palus of the Greeks, was the chief patron of Assyrian 
literature, and extensive records of his reign 
have recently been discovered. In one of these, 671 
Sabaco, the Ethiopian king of Egypt, is men- B.C. 
tioned, and, in another, reference is made to his 
various campaigns against surrounding nations. At 
his death the Assyrian power began to decline, and at 
last Nineveh fell before the combined attack of the 
Modes and Chaldeans under Cyaxares and Nabopo- 
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lassar. Its destmctioxiy wMch Lad been foretold hy 
the jxofhet I^ahum, was so complete that &om this 
time it ceased to LflTe any political importance, and 
its site became almost fotrgotten. 

The seat of empire wajs now transferred to Baby- 
lon, and Nebuchadnezzar, son of Nabopolassar, and 
son-in-law of Cyaxares^ wss associated with his 
lather in the government. Leaving Nabopolassar 
to undertake the management of affairs in Baby- 
lon, he set out towards the west to check the 

growing power of Egypt and recover the pos- 
605 sessiojis which had been recently lost. In 605, 
B.C. the fourili year of Jehoiakim, he met Pharaoh- 

nechoh at Carchemish on the Euphrates, and 
having totally defeated him, pursued his army to the 
Ixmiers of Egypt. Hearing that his father was dead, 
he hastened to Babylon with a small escort, and, having 
secured the throne for himself he soon returned to the 
West to complete the conquests he had begim. The 
struggle which ensued between the Chaldeans and 
Egyptians, ihe miserable condition of the Jews who 
were always halting between two opinions and refusing 
to believe that their strength was to sit still, the siege 
and destruction of Jerusalem, and the captivity of the 
Jewish people^ — ^tliese are recorded at considerable 
length by the inspired wrLters, and need not now be 
fiozther referred ta 
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Satjl reigned 40 years B.C. 1095. 

David n 40 n n 1056. 

Solomon m 40 m n 1015. 

JOngB of Judah. Ascended the Throne. Elnsrs of Israel. 

Behoboam 975 Jeroboam L 

Abijah 957 

Asa 955 

954 Nadab. 

952 Baasha. 

930 Elah. 

929 ZiMRi. 

929 Ombi. 

918 Ahab. 

Jkhoshaphat 914 

897 Ahaziah. 

896 Jehoram. 

Jehoram 889 

Ahaziah 884 

(Athaliah) 883 Jehu. 

Joash 877 

856 Jehoahaz. 

840 Joash. 

Amaziah...., 838 

824 Jeroboam IL 

UZZIAH, or AZARTAH. 810 

783 Anarchy. 

772 Zachariah. 

771 Shallum. 

771 Menahem. 

760 Pekahtah. 

759 Pekah. 

JOTHAH ..i..... 758 

Ahaz 742 

739 Anarchy. 

730 HOSHEA. 

Hezekiah 727 

722 The kingdom of Israel over- 
thrown by the Assyrians. 

Manasseh 696 

Amon 641 

JosiAH 639 

Jehoahaz 609 

Jehoiakim 608 - ,/• 

Jehoiachik 599 -' 

Zedekiah 598 

Jerusalem destroyed 588 
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KINGS OF ISEAEL. 



AND Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephratbite 
of Zereda, Solomon's servant (whose mother's 
name was Zeruah, a widow woman), even he lifted up 
his hand against the king. And this was the cause that 
he lifted up his hand against the king : Solomon built 
Millo,* and repaired the breaches of the city of David 
his father. And the man Jeroboam was a mighty 
man of valour : and Solomon seeing the young man 
that he was industrious, he made him ruler over all the 
charge of the house of Joseph. And it came to pass 
at that time, when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, 
that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in the 
way ; and he had clad himself with a new garment : 
and they two were alone in the field. And Ahijah 
caught the new garment that was on him, and rent it 
in twelve pieces. And he said to Jeroboam, Take 
thee ten pieces; for thus saith the Lord, the God of 
Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the 
hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee: 
(but he shall have one tribe for my servant David's 
sake, and for Jerusalem's sake, the city which I have 
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel :) because that 
they have forsaken me, and have worshipped Ashtoreth 
the goddess of the Zidonians, Ohemosh the god of the 

* Part of the citadel of Jerusalem, probably the rampart. 
(2 Sam. V. 9. 1 Kings ix. 15-24; xl 27. 1 Gbron. u. 8 
2Ghron. zzxii 5.) 

B 




2 KINGS OF ISRAEL. 

Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of Am- 
nion, and have not walked in my ways, to do that 
which is right in mine eyes, and to keep my statutes 
and my judgments, as did David his father. Howbeit 
I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand : 
but I will make him prince all the days of his life for 
David my servant's sake, whom I chose, because he 
kept my commandments and my statutes : but I will 
take the kingdom out of his son's hand, and will give 
it unto thee, even ten tribes. And unto his son will I 
give one tribe, that David my servant may have a light 
alway before me in Jerusalem, the city which I have 
chosen me to put my name there. And I will take 
thee, and thou shalt reign according to all that thy 
soul desireth, and shalt be king over Israel. And it 
shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I command 
thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that is right 
in my sight, to keep my statutes and my command- 
ments, as David my servant did, that I will be with 
thee, and build thee a sure house, as I built for David, 
and will give Isi-uel unto thee: and I will for this 
aflElict the seed of David, but not for ever. 

Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam : and 
Jeroboam arose, and fled into Egypt, unto Shishak, 
king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of 
Solomon. And the time that Solomon reigned in 
Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. And Solo- 
mon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city 
of David his father ; and Rehoboam his son reigned 
in his stead. And Rehoboam went to Shechem :♦ for 

* About 34 miles north of Jerusalem, in the narrow valley 
between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim. It was a very 
ancient place, and is referred to in Grcn. xiL 6 ; xxxiiL 18. 
Josh. XX. 7 ; xxiv. 1. Judges ix. Its selection on the present 
occasion is a striking testimony to its importance, and also to 
the influence of the tribe of Ephraim, within whose borders it 
was situated. Of the ten that afterwards revolted, iMa tribe 
had long been the most energetic and aspiring ; and the name 
of Ephraim is not unfrequently given to the whole Kingdom 
of Israel The modem town of Nabloos occopies the site of 
the ancient Shechem. 
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all Israel were come to Shechem to make Hm king. 
And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who was yet in Egypt, heard of it (for he was fled 
from the presence of king Solomon, and Jeroboam 
dwelt in Egypt), that they sent and called him : and 
Jeroboam and all the congregation of Israel came, and 
spake unto Rehoboam, saying. Thy father made our 
yoke grievous : now therefore make thou the grievous 
service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put 
upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee. And be said 
unto them. Depart yet for three days, then come again 
to me. And the people departed. 

And king Kehoboam consulted with the old men, 
that stood before Solomon his father while he yet 
lived, and said. How do ye advise that I may answer 
this people] And they spake unto him, saying. If 
thou wilt be a servant unto this people this day, and 
wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good 
words to them, then they will be thy servants for ever. 
But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they 
had given him, and consulted with the young men that 
were grown up with him, and which stood before him : 
and he said unto them, What counsel give ye that we 
may answer this people, who have spoken to me, say- 
ing. Make the yoke which thy father did put upon us 
lighter? And the young men that were grown up 
with him, spake unto him, saying. Thus shalt thou 
speak unto this people that spake unto thee, saying, 
Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make thou it 
lighter unto us : thus shalt thou say unto them, My 
little finger shall be thicker than my father's loins. 
And now whereas my father did lade you with a 
heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke : my father hath 
chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with 
scoi'pions. 

So Jeroboam and all the people oame to Biehoboam 
the third day, as the king had appointed, saying, Come 
to me again the third day. And the king answered 
^e people roughly, and forsook the old men's oounsel 
that they gave him ; and spake to thesa after iihe oowor. 
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sel of the young men, saying, My father made your 
yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke : my father 
also chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you 
with scorpions. Wherefore the king hearkened not 
unto the people; for the cause was from the Lord, 
that he might perform his saying, which the Lord 
spake by Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat 

So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not 
unto them, the people answered the king, saying, What 
portion have we in David 1 neither have we inheritance 
in the son of Jesse : to your tents, Israel : now see 
to thine own house, David. So Israel departed unto 
their tents. But as for the children of Israel which 
dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over 
them. Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was 
over the tribute : and all Israel stoned him with stones, 
that he died : therefore king Rehoboam made speed to 
get him up to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. So 
Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this 
day. 

JEEOBOAM I. 

And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that 
Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and called 
him unto the congregation, and made him king over 
all Israel : there was none that followed the house of 

David but the tribe of Judah only. Then Jero- 
975 boam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, [i.e., 
B.C. restored or enlarged it,] and dwelt therein; 

and went out from thence, and built Penuel.* 
And Jeroboam said in his heart. Now shall the 
kingdom return to the house of David : if this 
people go up to do sacriflce in the house of the Lord 
at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn 

* A town on the east side of the Jordan, connected with the 
history of Jacob and Gideon. (Gen. xzzii 30. Judces viii 17. ) 
He probably rebuilt and fortified this place with a view to 
maint>aiii his control over the Eastern tribes. 
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again unto their lord, even unto Behoboam king 
of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to 
Rehoboam king of Judah. Whereupon the king took 
counsel, and made two calves * of gold, and said unto 
them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem : 
behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out 
of the land of Egypt. And he set the one in Beth-el, 
and the other put he in Dan. And this thing becafue 
a sin : for the people went to worship before the one, 
even unto Dan. And he made an house of high 
places, land made priests of the lowest of the people, 
which were not of the sons of Levi. And Jeroboam 
ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth 
day of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah ; 
and he ofiered upon the altar, (so did he in Beth-el,) 
sacrificing unto the calves that he had made : and 
he placed in Beth-el the priests of the high places 
which he had made. So he offered upon the altar 
which he had made in Beth-el the fifteenth day of the 
eighth month, even in the month which he had devised 
of his own heart ; and ordained a feast unto the chil- 
dren of Israel : and he offered upon the altar, and burnt 
incense. 

And, behold, there came a man of God out of 
Judah by the word of the Lord unto Beth-el : and 
Jeroboam stood by the altar to bum incense. And 
he cried against the altar in the word of the Lord, and 
said, O altar, altar ! thus saith the Lord, Behold a 
child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by 
name ; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the 
high places that burn incense upon thee, and men's 
bones shall be burnt upon thee. And he gave a sign 
the same day, saying. This is the sign which the Lord 
hath spoken ; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the 
ashes that are upon it shall be poured out. And it came 
to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the saying of the man 
of God, which hkd cried against the altar in Beth-el, 

* This and the similar offence of Aaron in the wilderness of 
Sinai (Ex. xxxii. ) were doubtless attributable to their famili- 
arity with this form of worship in Egypt. 
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that he put forth his hand &om the altar, saying, Lay 
hold on him. And his hand, which he put forth 
against him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in 
again to him. The altar also was rent, and the ashes 
poured out from the altar, according to the sign which 
the man of God had given by the word of the Lord. 
And the king answered and said unto the man of God, 
Entreat now the face of the Lord thy God, and pray 
for me, that my hand may be restored me again. And 
the man of God besought the Lord, and the king's 
hiand was restored him again, and became as it was 
before. And the king said unto the man of God, 
Come home with me, and refresh thyself, and I will 
give thee a reward. And the man of God said untx> 
the king, If thou wilt give me half thine house, I will 
not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink 
water in this place ; for so was it charged me by the 
word of the Lord, saying, Eat no bread, nor drink 
water, nor turn again by the same way that thou 
camest. So he went another way, and returned not 
by the way that he came to Beth-el. 

Now there dwelt an old prophet in Beth-el ; and 
his sons came and told him all the works that the 
man of God had done that day in Beth-el : the words 
which he had spoken unto the king, them they 
told also to their father. And their father said 
unto them. What way went he? For his sons had 
seen what way the man of God went which came 
from Judah. And he said unto his sons. Saddle 
me the ass. So they saddled him the ass : and he 
rode thereon, and went after the man of God, and 
found him sitting under an oak : and he said unto 
him. Art thou the man of God that camest from Judah? 
And he said, I am. Then he said unto him. Come 
home with me, and eat bread. And he said, I may 
not return with thee, nor go in with thee ; neither wiU 
I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place. 
For it was said to me by the word of the Lord, Thou 
shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn 
again to go by the way thou camest. He said unto 
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him^ I am a prophet also as thou art ; and aH angel 
spake unto me by the word of the Lord, saying, Bring 
lunt back with thee into thine house, that he may eat 
bi*ead and drink water. But he lied unto him. So 
he went back with him, and did eat bread in his house, 
and drank water. And it came to pass, as they sat at 
the table, that the word of the Lord came unto the 
prophet that brought him back : and he cried unto the 
man of God that came from Judah, saying, Thus saith 
the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth 
of the Lord, and hast not kept the commandment 
which the Lord thy God commanded thee, but earnest 
back, and hast eaten bread and drank water in the 
place in which the Lord did say to thee. Eat no lH*ead, 
and drink no water ; thy carcase shall not come unto 
the sepulchre of thy fathers. And it came to pass, 
after he had eaten bread, and after he had drank, that 
he saddled for him the ass, to wit, for the prophet whom 
he had brought back. And when he was gone, a lion 
met him by the way, and slew him : and his carcase 
was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, the lion 
also stood by the carcase. And, behold, men passed 
by, and saw the carcase cast in the way, and the lion 
standing by the carcase : and they came and told it in 
the city where the old prophet dwelt. And when the 
prophet that brought him back from the way heard 
thereof, he said, It is the man of God, who was dis- 
obedient unto the word of the Lord : therefore the 
Lord bath delivered him unto the lion, which hath 
torn him, and slain him, according to the word of the 
Lord which he spake unto him. And he spake to his 
sons, sayiDg, Saddle me the ass. And they saddled 
him. And he went, and found his carcase cast in the 
way, and the ass and the lion standing by the carcase: 
the lion had not eaten the carcase nor torn the ass. 
And the prophet took up the carcase of the man of 
God, and laid it upon the ass, and brought it back : 
and the old prophet came to the city, to mourn and to 
bury him. And he laid his carcase in his own grave : 
^jad they, mourned over him, saying, Alas, my brother! 
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And it came to pass, after he had buried him, that he 
spake to his sons, saying, When I am dead, then bury 
me in the sepulchre wherein the man of God is buried; 
lay my bones beside his bonejj : for the saying which he 
cried by the word of the Lord, against the altar in Beth- 
el, and against all the houses of the high places whid 
are in the cities of Samaria, shall surely come to pass. 

After this tbing Jeroboam returned not from his 
evil way, but made again of the lowest of the people 
priests of the high places : whosoever would, he con- 
secrated him, and he became one of the priests of the 
high places. And this thing became sin unto the 
house of Jeroboam, even to cut it off, and to destroy it 
from off the face of the earth. 

At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick. 
And Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, I pray thee, and 
disguise thyself, that thou be not known to be the wife 
of Jeroboam, and get thee to Shiloh ; behold, there is 
Ahijah the prophet, which told me that I should be 
king over this people. And take with thee ten loaves, 
and cracknels, and a cruse of honey, and go to him : 
he shall tell thee what shall become of the child. And 
Jeroboam's wife did so, and arose, and went to Shiloh, 
and came to the house of Ahijah : but Ahijah could 
not see ; for his eyes were set by reason of his age. 
And the Lord said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of 
Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee for her son ; 
for he is sick : thus and thus shalt thou say unto her; 
for it shall be, when she cometh in, that she shall feign 
herself to be another woman. AJnd it was so, when 
Ahijah heard the sound of her feet, as she came in at 
the door, that he said. Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam; 
why feignest thou thyself to be another ] for I am sent 
to thee with heavy tidings. Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel ; Forasmuch as I exalted 
thee from among the people, and made thee prince 
over my people Israel, and rent the kingdom away 
from the house of David, and gave it thee : and yet 
thou hast not been as my servant David, who kept my 
commandments, and who followed with all his heart, 
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to do that only which was right in mine eyes; but 
hast done eyil above all that were before liiee : for 
thou hast gone and made thee other gods, and molten 
images, to provoke me to anger, and hast cast me 
bdiind thy back ; therefore, behold, I will bring evil 
upon the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from 
Jeroboam every male, and him that is shut up and 
left in Israel, and will take away the remnant of the 
house of Jeroboam, as a man taketh away dung, till it 
be all gone. Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city 
shall the dogs eat ; and him that dieth in the field shall 
the fowls of the air eat : for the Lord hath spoken it. 
Arise thou therefore, get thee to thine own house ; and 
when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die. 
And all Israel shall mourn for him, and bury him ; for 
he only of Jeroboam shall come to the grave, because 
in him there is found some good thing toward the 
Lord God of Israel in the house of Jeroboam. Moi*e- 
over, the Lord shall raise him up a king over Israel, 
who shall cut off the house of Jeroboam that day ; but 
whatl even now. For the Lord shall smite Israel, as 
a reed is shaken in the water, and he shall root up 
Israel out of this good land, which he gave to their 
fathers, and shall scatter them beyond the river, be- 
cause they have made their groves, provoking the 
Lord to anger. And he shall give Israel up because 
of the sins of Jeroboam who did sin, and who made 
Israel to sin. And Jeroboam's wife arose, and de- 
parted, and came to Tirzah ; * and when she came to the 
threshold of the door, the child died ; and they buried 
him ; and all Israel mourned for him, according to the 
word of the Lord, which he spake by the hand of his ser- 
vant Ahijah the prophet. And the days which Jero- 
boam reigned were two and twenty years : and he slept 
with his fathers; and Nadab his son reigned in his stead. 

* A beautiful spot (Cant, vi 4), the correct position of which 
is uncertain, selected by Jeroboam as his country residence. 
It continued to be the residence of the kings of Israel till the 
reign of Omri, when the latter bought the hill of Samaria, and 
transferred thither the seat of government. 
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KADAB. 

[As this king ascended the throne in the second year of 
Asa, and Baasha succeeded him in the third, his reign cannot 
have lasted two full years. From this as well as from otlm 
statements which follow in the course of the history, it is 
obvious that years not fully complete are considered as whole 
ones. The question of Scripture chronology, however, of 
which this is only one small part, is an exceedingly difficult 
one.] 

And Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to reign over 
Israel in the second year of Asa king of Judiih, and 
reigned over Israel two years. And he did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of his father, 

and in his sin wherewith he made Isi'ael to sin. 
d54 And Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of 
RC. Issachar, conspired against him; and Baasha 

smote him at Gibbethon, which belonged to the 
Philistines; (for Nadab and all Israel laid siege to 
Gibbethon ;)* even in the third year of Asa king of 
Judah did Baasha slay him, and reigned in his stead. 
And it came to pass, when he reigned, that he smote 
all the house of Jeroboam ; he left not to Jeroboam 
any that breathed, until he had destroyed him, accord- 
ing unto the saying of the Lord, which he spake by 
his servant Ahijah the Shilonite : because of the sins 
of Jeroboam which he sinned, and which he made 
Israel sin, by his provocation wherewith he provoked 
the Lord God of Israel to anger. 

* Gibbethon, a Levitical city, belonging to the tribe of Dan 
(Josh, xxi 23), and probably situated on the borders of 
Fhilistia. At this time it was occupied by tiie Philistines. 
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BAASHA. 

[With this reign begins the second d3masty of the kingdom 
of IsraeL Baasha was the divinely appointed instrument ta 
cut off the house of Jeroboara, but, as in this he was influenced 
by his own cruelty and ambition, and as he continued to walk 
in the way of Jeroboam, judgment was executed also upon 
him and his house.] 

In the third year of Asa king of Judah began Baasha 
the son of Ahijah to reign over all Israel in Tirzah, 
twenty and four years. And he did evil in the sight 
of the Lord, and walked in the way of Jeroboam, and 
in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin. 
Ajid there was war between Asa and Baasha 952 
king of Israel all their days. Then the word B.c 
of the Lord came to Jehu the son of Han- 
ani against Baasha, saying, Forasmuch as I exalted 
thee out of the dust, and made thee prince over my 
people Israel, and thou hast walked in the way of Jero- 
boam, and hast made my people Israel to sin, to pro- 
voke me to anger with their sins : behold, I will take 
away the posterity of Baasha, and the posterity of his 
house ; and will make thy house like the house of Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat. Him that dieth of Baasha in 
the city shall the dogs eat ; and him that dieth of hi& 
in the field shall the fowls of the air eat. So Baasha 
slept with his fathers, and was buried in Tirzah ; and 
Elah his son reigned in his stead. 
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ELAE. 

[According to Josephus, Zimri took advantage of the absence 
of the army at Gibbethon to accomplish his traitorous purpose.] 

In the twenty and sixth year of Asa king of Judah 
began Elah the son of Baasha to reign over Israel in 
Tirzab, two years. And his servant Zimri (captain of 
half his chariots) conspired against him, as he was in 

Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in the house of 
930 Arza, steward of his house in Tirzah. And Zimri 
B.C. went in and smote him, in the twenty and seventh 

yearof Asakingof Judah,and reigned in his stead. 
And it came to pass when Zimri began to reign, as 
soon as he sat on his throne, that he slew all the house 
of Baasha : he left him not one male neither of his kins- 
folk nor of his friends. Thus did Zimri destroy all the 
house of Baasha, according to the word of the Lord, 
which he spake against Baasha by Jehu the prophet : 
for all the sins of Baasha, and the sins of Elah his son, 
by which they sinned, and by which they made Israel 
to sin, in provoking the Lord God of Israel to anger 
with their vanities. 

ZIMEL 

In the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah 
did Zimri reign seven days in Tirzah : and the people 
were encamped against Gibbethon, which belonged to the 
Philistines. And the people that were encamped heard 

say, Zimri hath conspired, and hath also slain the 
929 king: wherefore all Israel made Omri, the captain 
B.C. of the host, king over Israel that day in the camp. 

And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Israel 
with him, and they besieged Tirzah. And it came to 
pass, when Zimri saw that the city was taken, that he 
went into the palace of the king's house, and burnt the 
king's house over him with fire, and died, for his sins 
which he sinned in doing evil in the sight of the Lord, 
in walking in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin 
which he did, to make Israel to sin. 
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OMSL 



[This king was the founder of the third royal family in 
Israel. For the first four years after his appointment by the 
army, he was engaged in a struggle with Tibni, another com- 
petitor for the throne. This fact explains a serious difficulty 
as to the duration of his reign, especially in relation to Asa 
king of Judah. The twelve years he is said to have reigned 
are obviously reckoned from the year in which he was made 
king by the army, not from the death of Tibni when he 
attained the sole sovereignty.] 

Then were the people of Israel divided into two parts: 
half of the people followed Tibni the son of-Ginath, to 
make him king : and half followed Omri. But 
the people that followed Omri prevailed against 929 
the people that followed Tibni the son of Ginath j B.C. 
BO Tibni died, and Omri reigned. 

In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah 
began Omri to reign over Israel, twelve years : six 
years reismied he in Tirzah. And he bous^ht the hill 
Samariaof Shemer for two talents of sUvel, aiid buUt 
on the hill, and called the name of the city wliich he 
built, after the name of Shemer, owner of the hill, 
Samaria. But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the 
Xx)RD, and did worse than all that were before him. 
For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel 
to sin, to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger 
■with their vanities. So Omri slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in Samaria: and Ahab his son 
reigned in his stead. 
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ARAB. 

I 

And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of 
Judah began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over 
Israel : and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel 
in Samaria twenty and two years. And Ahab the 
son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Loird 
918 above all that were before him. And it came 
B.C. to pass, as if it had been a light thing for Mm to 
walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
that he took to wife Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, 
king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and 
worshipped him. And he reared up an altar for Baal 
in the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. 
And Ahab made a grove ; and Ahab did more to pro- 
voke the LoKD God of Israel to anger than all the 
kings of Israel that were before him. 

In his days did Hiel the Beth-elite build Jericho : 
he laid the foundation thereof in Abiram his first-bom, 
and set up the gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, 
according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by 
Joshua the son of Nun. (Josh. vi. 26.) 

And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants 
of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel 
liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew 
nor rain these years, but according to my word. And 
the word of the Lord came unto him, saying. Get thee 
hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the 
brook Cherith,* that is before Jordan. And it shall 
be, that thou shalt drink of the brook ; and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed thee there. So he went, 
and did according unto the word of the Lord : for he 
went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before 
Jordan. And the ravens brought him bread and flesh 
in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening ; 
and he drank of the brook. 

* Supposed by many to be the Wady Kelt, near Jericho. 
There are good reasons, however, for thinking that it must 
have been on the eastern side of the Jordan, and probably in 
the hill country of Gilead, with which the prophet may be 
iBupposed to have been intimately acquainted. 
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And it came to pass, after a while, that the hrook 
dried up, because there had been no rain in the land. 
And the word of the Lobd came unto him, saying, 
Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to 
Zidon, and dwell there : behold, I have commanded 
a widow woman there to sustain thee. So he 
arose, and went to Zarephath: and when he came 
to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman 
was there gathering of sticks ; and he called to her, 
and said, Feteh me, I pray thee, a little water in 
a vessel, that I may drink. And as she was going to 
fetoh it, he called to her, and said. Bring me, I pray 
thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. . And she said, 
As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an 
handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse : 
and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go 
in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, 
and die. And Elijah said unto her, Fear not ; go and 
do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little 
cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for 
thee and for thy son : for thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall 
the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth 
rain upon the earth. And she went, and did according 
to the saying of Elijah : and she, and he, and her house, 
did eat many days. And the barrel of meal wasted 
not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the 
word of the Lord, which he spake by Elijah. And it 
€ame to pass, after these things, that the son of the 
w(mian, the mistress of the house, fell sick ; and his 
sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in 
him. And she said unto Elijah, What hkve I to do 
with thee, O thou man of God 1 art thou come unto 
me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my 
son ? And he said unto her. Give me thy son. And 
he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into 
a loft where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 
And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my 
God, hast thou also brought «vil upon the widoiw with 
whom I sojourn, by slaying her son ? And he atretched 
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himself upon the cliild three times, and cried onto the 
Lord, and said, O Lord my €rod, I pray thee, let this 
child's soul come into him again. And the Lord heard 
the voice of Elijah ; and the soul of the child came into 
him again, and he revived. And Elijah took the child, 
and brought him down out of the chamber into the 
house, and delivered him unto his mother : and Elijah 
said, See, thy son liveth. And the woman said to 
Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of 
God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is 
truth. 

And it came to pass, after many days, that the word 
of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year, saying, 
Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I wUl send rain 
upon the earth. And Elijah went to shew himself 
unto Ahab : and there was a sore famine in Samaria. 
And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of 
his house : (now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly ; 
for it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the 
Lord, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid 
them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and 
water.) And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the 
land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks ; 
peradventure we may find grass to save the horses and 
mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts. So they 
divided the land between them, to pass throughout it : 
Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went 
another way by himself. And as Obadiah was in the 
way, behold, Elijah met him ; and he knew him, and 
fell on his face, and said, Art thou that my lord Elijah) 
And he answered him, I am ; go, tell thy lord, Behold, 
Elijah is here. And he said. What have I sinned, that 
thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of 
Ahab, to slay me 1 As the Lord thy God liveth, there 
is no nation or kingdom whither my lord hath not sent 
to seek thee : and when they said. He is not there, he 
took an oath of the kingdom and nation, that they 
found thee not. And now thou sayest. Go, tell thy 
lord, Behold, Elijah is here. And it shall come to 
pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that the Spirit 
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of the Lord shall carry thee whither I know not ; and 
so when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, 
he shall slay me : but I thy servant fear the Loud 
from my youth. Was it not told my lord what I did, 
when Jezebel slew the prophets of the Lord, how I 
hid an hundred men of the Lord's prophets by fifty in 
a cave, and fed them with bread and water] And 
now thou say est, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is 
here : and he shall slay me. And Elijah said, As the 
Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely 
shew myself unto him to-day. So Obadiah went to 
meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab went to meet 
Elijah. And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, 
that Ahab said unto him. Art thou he that troubleth' 
Israel 1 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel ; 
but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have for- 
saken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast 
followed Baalim. Now therefore send, and gather to 
me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of 
Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the 
groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table. 

So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and 
gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 
And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How 
long halt ye between two opinions 1 If the Lord be 
God, follow him : but if Baal, then follow him. And the 
people answered him not a word. Then said Elijah unto 
the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the Lord ; 
but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 
Let them therefore give us two bullocks ; and let them 
choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, 
and lay it on wood, and put no fire under : and I will 
dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put 
no fire under : and call ye on the name of your gods, 
«.nd I will call on the name of the Lord ; and the God 
that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the 
people answered and said, It is well spoken. And 
Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one 
bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are 
many ; and call on the name of your gods, but put no 
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file under. And they took the bullock whidi 
gjbren them, and they dressed it, and called <m the 
name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying,. 

Baal, hear us ! But there was no voice, nor any 
that answered. And they leaped upon the altar wkidi 
-was made. And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah 
modked them, and said, Cry aloud ; for he is a god : 
either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a 
journey, or perad venture he sleepetb, and must be 
awaked. And they cried aloud, and cut themselves, 
after their manner, with knives and lancets, till tk» 
blood gushed out upon them. And it came to pass, 
when mid-day was past, that they prophesied until the 
time of the oflfering of the evening sacrifice, that there 
was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that 
regarded. And Elijah said unto all the people, C!om& 
near unto me. And all the people came near imto 
him : and he repaired the altar of the Lord that was 
broken down. And Elijah took twelve stones, accord- 
ing to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacobs 
unto whom the word of the Lord came, saying, Israel 
shall be thy name ; and with the stones he built an 
aJltar in the name of the Lord : and he made a trendi 
about the altar, as great as would contain two measurea 
of seed. And he put the wood in order, and cut the 
bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said,, 
Fdl four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt- 
sacrifice, and on tlie wood. And he said, Do it the 
second time : and they did it the second time. And 
he said. Do it the third time : and they did it the 
third time. And the water ran round about the altar; 
and he filled the trench also with water. And it came 
to pass, at th^ time of the ofiering of the evening 
sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, 
Loan Grod of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, lot it be 
known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that. 

1 am thy servant, and that I have done all these tilings 
at thy word. Hear me, Lord, hear me ; that tius. 
people may know that thou art the Lord God, and 
that ihou hast turned their heart back again. Then 
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the fire of ike Lobd fell, and consamed the boraiit- 
sacaifice, aad the woed, and the stones, and the diutt, 
tukd licked up the water that was in the trench. And 
when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces ; 
and they said. The Lord, he is the God ; the Losx», he 
is ike God. And Elijah said unto them, Take the 
prophets of Baal ; let not one of them escape. And 
they took them ; and Elijah brought them down to the 
brook Kishon, and slew them there. 

And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and 
drink ; for there is a sound of abundance of rain. So 
Ahab went up to eat and to drink : and Elijah went 
up to the top of Carmel ; and he cast himself down 
upon the earth, and put his face between his knees, 
and said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the 
sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There is 
nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. And 
it came to pass, at the seventh time, that he said. 
Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like 
a man's hand. And he said. Go XEp, say unto Ahab, 
Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain 
stop thee not And it came to pass, in the mean 
while, that the heaven was black with clou(k and 
wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, 
and went to JezreeL And the hand of the Lobd was 
on Elijah ; and he girded up his loins, and ran before 
Ahab to the entrance of Jezi*eeL 

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, 
and withal how he had slain all the prophets with 
the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto 
Elijah, saying. So let the gods do to me, and more 
also^ if I make not thy life as the life of one of them 
by to-morrow about this time. And when he saw 
that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer- 
sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant 
there. But he himself went a day's journey into the 
wilderness, and came and sat down under a junipeiv 
tnee ; and he requested for himself that he might die ; 
and said, It is <enough ; now, O Lord, take away mj 
life^ lor I am not better than my lathers. And aahe 
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laj and slept under a juniper-tree, behold, then an angel 
touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. And 
he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the 
coals, and a cruse of water at his head ; and he did 
eat and drink, and laid him down again. And the 
angel of the Lord came again the second time, and 
touched him, and said, Aiise and eat; because the 
journey is too great for thee. And he arose, and did 
eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat 
forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of 
God And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged 
there: and, behold, the word of the Lord came to 
him, and he said unto him. What doest thou here, 
Elijah 1 And he said, I have been very jealous for 
the Lord God of hosts : for the children of Israel have 
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and 
slain thy prophets with the sword ; and I, even I only, 
am left ; and they seek my life to take it away. And 
he said. Go forth, and stand upon the mount before 
the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a 
great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake 
in pieces the rocks, before the Lord ; but the Lord 
was not in the wind; and after the wind an earth- 
quake ; but the Lord was not in the earthquake : and 
after the earthquake a fire ; but the Lord was not in 
the fire ; and after the fire a still small voice. And it 
was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face 
in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering 
in of the cave : and, behold, there came a voice unto 
him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah ] And 
he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord 
God of hosts; because the children of Israel have 
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, 
and slain thy pi'ophets with the sword ; and I, even 
I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it 
away. And the Lord said unto him. Go, return 
on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and 
when thou comest anoint Hazael to be king over 
Syria : and Jehu son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint 
to be king over Israel ; and Elisha the son of Shaphat 
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of Abel-meholali,* shalt thou anoint to be prophet 
in thj room. And it shall come to pass, that him 
that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay; 
and him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall 
Elisha slay. Yet I have left me seven thousand 
in_ Israel, all the knees which have not bowed 
unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed 
him. So he departed thence, and found Elisha the 
son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke 
of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth ; and 
Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him. 
And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, 
Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, 
and then I will follow thee. And he said unto him, 
Go back again : for what have I done to thee 1 And 
he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, 
and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instru- 
ments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they 
did eat : then he arose, and went after Elijah, and 
ministered unto him. 

And Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all his 
host together; and there were thirty and two kings 
with him, and horses and chariots : and he went up 
and besieged Samaria, and warred against it. And he 
sent messengers to Ahab king of Israel into the city, 
and said unto him, Thus saith Ben-hadad, Thy silver 
and thy gold is mine ; thy wives also and thy children, 
even the goodliest, are mine. And the king of Israel 
answered and said, My lord, O king, according to thy 
saying, I BJtt thine, and all that I have. And the 
messengers came again, and said, Thus speaketh Ben- 
hadad, saying, Although T have sent unto thee, saying. 
Thou shalt deliver me fchy silver, and thy gold, and 
thy wives, and thy children ; yet I will send my ser- 
vants unto thee to-morrow about this time, and they 
shall search thine house, and the houses of thy ser- 

* In the tribe of Issachar, not far from the Jordan. It is 
referred to in Judges vii 22, and 1 Kings iv. 12 ; but it is 
chiefly celebrated as having been the birthplace of the prophet 
Elisha. 
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▼ante : and it sKall be, that whatsoever is pleasant in 
thine ejes, they shall put it in their hand, and take it 
awBy. Then the king of Israel called all the eideis of 
the land, and said, Mark, I pray you, and see how this 
man seeketh mischief: for he sent unto me for mj 
wives, and for my children, and for my silver, and for 
my gold, and I denied him not. And all the elders; 
and all the people, said unto him. Hearken not unto 
him,, nor consent. Wherefore he said unto the mes- 
sengers of Ben-hadad, Tell my loi*d the king, All that 
thou didst send for to thy servant at the first I will do ; 
but this thing I may not do. And the messengers 
departed, and brought him word again. And Ben- 
hadad sent unto him, and said. The gods do so unto 
me, and more also, if the dust of Samaria shall suffice 
for handfuls for all the people that fallow me. And 
the king of Israel answered and said. Tell him, Let not 
him that girdeth on his harness boast himself a» he 
that putteth it oK And it came to pass when Ben- 
hadad heard this message (as he was drinking, he and 
the kings in the pavilions,) that he said unto his ser- 
vants. Set yourselves in array : and they set them- 
selves in array against the city. And, behold, there 
came a prophet unto Ahab king of Israel, saying, 
Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou seen all this great 
multitude 1 behold, I will deliver it into thine hand 
this day ; and thou shalt know that I am the Lord. 
And Ahab said, By whom ? And he said, Thus saith 
the Lord, Even by the young men of the princes of 
the provinces. Then he said, Who shall order the 
battle? And he answered, Thou. Then he numbered 
the young men of the princes of the provinces, and 
they were two hundred and thirty-two ; and after them 
he numbered all the people, even all the children of 
Israel, being seven thousand. And they went out at 
noon : but Ben-hadad wees drinking himself drunk m 
the pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty and two 
kings that helped him. And the young men of the 
princes of the provinces went out first: and Benrh*dad 
sent out, and they told him saying. There are men 
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come out o£ Samaria. And he said, Whetii&t they b« 
come out £(x peaoe, take them alive : or whether ihisj 
he come out for war, take them alive. So tliese jouiif 
meo, of the princes of the provinces came out of the 
city, and the army which followed them. And tkkej 
slew every one his man : and the Syrians fled, and 
Israel pursued them ; and Ben-hadad the king of 
Syria escaped on an horse with the horsemen. And 
thte king of Israel went out, and smote the horses amd 
chariots, and slew the S3)(rians with a great slaughter. 

And the prophet came to the king of Israel, and 
said unto him, Go strengthen thyself, and mark, and 
see what thou doest : for at the return of the year the 
king of Syri^ will come up against thee. And the 
servants of the king of Syria said unto him, Their gods 
were gods of the hills, therefore they were sitronger 
than we : but let us flght against them in the plain, / 
and surely we will be stronger than they. And do 
this thing; Take the kings away, every man out of 
his place, and put captains in their rooms : and number 
thee an army like the army that thou hast lost, horse 
for horse, and chariot for chariot ; and • we will fight 
against them in the plain, and surely we will be 
stronger than they. And he hearkened unto their 
Toioe, and did so. And it came to pass, at the return 
of the year, that Ben-hadad numbered the Syrians, and 
went up to Aphek,* to fight against. IsraeL And the 
children of Israel were numbered, and were ail pre- 
sent, and went against them : and the children of 
Israel pitched before them like two little flocks of 
kids ; but the Syrians filled the country. 

And there came a man of God, and spake unto the 
king of Israel, and said. Thus saith the Lord, Because 
the Sjrrians have said. The Lord is God of the hills, 
but he is not God of the valleyB, therefore will I dA- 
liver all this great multitude into thine hand ; and ye 
«faall know that I am the Lord. And they pitched 
4Hie over against the other seven days : and so it wiub, 

"* Prdbably in th« plain of Jozreri. (I 'Sam; iv; li ; xxid. 1..) 
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that in the seventh day the battle was joined : and the 
children of Israel slew of the Syrians an hundred 
thousand footmen in one day. But the rest fled to 
Aphek, into the city ; and there a wall fell upon 
twenty and seven thousand of the men that were left 
And Ben-hadad fled, and came into the city, into an 
inner chamber, ^nd his servants said unto him, Be- 
hold now, we have heard that the kings of the house 
of Israel are merciful kings : let us, I pray thee, put 
sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our heads, and 
go out to the king of Israel : perad venture he will save 
thy life. So they girded sackcloth on their loin$«, and 
put ropes on their heads, and came to the king of Israel, 
and said, Thy servant Ben-hadad saith, I pray thee, 
let me live. And he said. Is he yet alive f he is my 
brother. Now the men did diligently observe whether 
any thing would come from him, and did hastily catch 
it : and they said. Thy brother Ben-hadad. Then he 
said. Go ye, bring him. Then Ben-hadad came forth 
to him ; and be caused him to come up into the chariot. 
And Ben-hadad said unto him. The cities which my 
father took from thy father I will restore ; and thou 
shalt make streets for thee in Damascus, as my father 
made in Samaria. Then said Ahab, I will send thee 
away with this covenant. So he made a covenant 
with him, and sent him away. 

And a certain man of the sens of the prophets 
said unto his neighbour in the word of the Lord, 
Smite me, I pray thee. And the man refused to 
smite him. Then said he unto him, .Because thou 
hast not obeyed the voice of the Lord, behold, as 
soon as thou art departed from me, a lion shall 
slay thee. And as soon as he was departed from 
him a lion found him, and slew him. Then he found 
another man, and said, Smite me, I pray thee. And 
the man smote him, so that in smiting he wounded 
him. So the prophet departed, and waited for the 
king by the way, and disguised himself with ashes 
upon his face. And as the king passed by, he cried 
unto the king : and he said, Thy servant went out into 
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the midsfc of the battle; and, behold, a man turned 
aside, and brought a man unto me, and said, Keep this 
man: if by any means he be missing, then shall thy 
life be for his life, or else thou shalt pay a talent of 
silver. And as thy servant was busy here and there, 
he was gone. And the king of Israel said unto him, 
So shall thy j udgment be ; thyself hast decided it. And 
he hasted, and took the ashes away from his face ; and 
the king of Israel discerned him that he was of the 
prophets. And he said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, 
Because thou hast let go out of thy hand a man whom 
I appointed to utter destruction, therefore thy life shall 
go for his life, and thy people for his people. And the 
king of Israel went to his house heavy and displeased, 
and came to Samaria. 

And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth 
the Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel,* 
hard by the palace of Aiab king of Samaria. And 
Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vine- 
yard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because 
it is near unto my house : and I will give thee for it 
a better vineyard than it ; or, if it seem good to thee, 
I will give thee the worth of it in money. And Naboth 
said to Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, that I should give 
the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. And Ahab 
came into his house heavy and displeased because of the 
word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him ; 
for he had said, I will not give the inheritance of my 
fathers : and he laid him down upon his bed, and 
turned away his face, and would eat no bread. But 
Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why 
is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread 1 And 
he said unto her, Becahse I spake uiLto Naboth the 

♦ On the "Black Obelisk," which was discovered under the 
ruins of the palace of Sbalmaneser, and is now in the British 
Museum, the name of Ahab occurs as Ahab of Jezreel, Pro- 
bably he had transferred his residence from Samai ia to that 
city, although no formal mention is made of the change in the 
Bible. The designation assigned to him in the AjBsyrian in- 
scription affords a remarkable collateral illustration of the 
acouraoy of the aacred record. 
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-JFeireelite, and ssid unto him, Give me tiij Tinejftrd 
for money ; or else, if it please thee, I will give tliee 
anoiher yineyaid fbr it : and he answered, I will not 
^re thee my vineyard. And Jezdbel his wife said 
unto him. Dost thou now govern the kingdom of 
Isaraelt Arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be 
merry : I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jeereelite. 

So she wrote letters in Ahab's name, and sealed them 
with his seal, and sent the letters imto the elders and 
to the nobles that were in his city dwelling with Na- 
both. And she wrote in the letters, saying, Prodsim 
A fast, and set Naboth on high among the people ; and 
set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear wit- 
ness against him, saying. Thou didst blaspheme Grod 
3Jid the king : and then carry him out, and stone him, 
that he may die. And the men of his city, even the 
elders and the nobles, who were the inhabitants in his 
>city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, and as it was 
written in the letters which she had s^at unto thoxi. 
They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among 
the people. And there came in two men, children of 
Belial, and sat before him : and the men of Belial wit- 
nessed against him, even against Naboth, in the pre> 
sence of the people, saying, Naboth did blaspheme God 
and the king. Then they carried him forth, out of the 
•city, and stoned him with stones, that he died. Then 
they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is 
dead. 

And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that 
Naboth was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said 
to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of 
Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee 
for money : for Naboth is not alive, but dead. And 
it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was 
dead,, that Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of 
N«,both the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. And 
the word of iiie Lord came to Elijah the Ushbite, siiy- 
ing^ Arise, go down to meet Aiiab king of Israel, 
which is in Samaria : behold, he is in the Yineyasd of 
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l^abotfa, whither he has gone down to possess it. And 
thou shcdt speak ixnto him, saying, Thus saith the 
LoRDy Hast thou killed, and also taken possession] 
And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, llius saith the 
Lord, In the place where dogs licked the blood of 
K-alioth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. And 
Ahab said to Elijah, Hast' thou found me, O mine 
enemy I And he answered, I have found thee: be- 
cause thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight 
of tJie Lord. Behold, I will bring evil upon thee^ 
and will take away thy posterity, and will cut off from 
Ahab every male, and him that is shut up and left in 
Isra^. And will make thine house like the house of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of 
Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the proTOcation where- 
with thou hast provoked me to anger, and made Israel 
to sin. And of Jezebel also spake the Lord, saying, 
The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel. Him 
that dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall eat ; and 
him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of the air 
eat 

But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell 
himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, 
whom Jezebel his wife stirred up. And he did very 
abominably in following idols, according to all things 
as did the Amorites, whom the Lord cast out before 
the children of Israel. 

And it came to pass, when Ahab heard tl: Dse words, 
that he rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his 
flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went softly. 
And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tish- 
bite, saying, Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself 
before me I Because he humbleth himself before me, 
I will not bring the evil in his days ; but in his son'iB 
days will I bring the evil upon his house. 

And they continued three years without war between 
Syria and Israel. And it came to pass in the third 
year, that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down 
to the^king of Israel And the king of Israel said 
unto his servants, Know ye that Ramoth in Gilead^ is 
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ours, and we be still, and take it not out of the hand 
of the king of Syria ) And he said unto Jehoshaphat, 
Wilt thou go with me to battle to Ramoth-gilead T 
And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I am as thou 
art, my people as thy people, my horses as thy horses. 
And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire 
I pray thee, at the word of the Lord to-day. 

Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets to- 
gether, about four hundred men, and said unto them, 
Shall I go against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I for- 
bear 1 And they said, Go up ; for the Lord shall deliver 
it into the hand of the king. And Jehoshaphat said. Is 
there not here a prophet of the Lord besides, that we 
might enquire of him ? And the king of Israel said 
unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, Micaiah the 
son of Imlah, by whom we may enquire of the Lord ; 
but I hate him : for he doth not prophesy good con- 
cerning me, but eviL And Jehoshaphat said, Let not 
the king say so. Then the king of Israel called an 
officer, and said, Hasten hither Micaiah the son of 
Imlah. And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the 
king of Judah, sat each on his throne, having put on 
their robes, in a void [or open] place in the entrance of 
the gate * of Samaria ; and all the prophets prophesied 
before them. And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah 
made him horns of iron ; and he said. Thus saith the 
Lord, "With these shalt thou push the Syrians, until 
thou have consumed them. And all the prophets pro- 
phesied so, saying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and pros- 
per: for the Lord shall deliver it into the king's 
hand. 

And the messenger that was gone to call Micaiah 
spake unto him, saying. Behold now, the words of the 
prophets declare good unto the king with one mouth; let 
thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of them, 
and speak that which is good. And Micaiah said, As the 

* The gates of ancient cities were frequently used by kin^ 
AS peaces for public deliberation and audience. A faint remi- 
niscence and iUustration of this may be found in the name 
which is still given to the government of Turkey. 
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Lord livetb, what the Lord saith unto me, that will 
I speak. So he came to the king. And the king said 
unto him, Micaiah, shall we go against flamoth-gilead 
to battle, or shall we forbear 1 And he answered him. 
Go, and prosper : for the Lord shall deliver it into the 
hand of the king. And the king said unto him, How 
many times shall I adjure thee that thou tell me 
nothing but that which is true in the name of the 
Lord 1 And he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon 
the hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd : and the 
Lord said. These have no master; let them return 
every man to his house in peace. And the king of 
Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that 
he would prophesy no good concerning me, but evill 
And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of the 
Lord : I saw the Lord sitting on his throne, and all 
the host of heaven standing by him on his right hand 
and on his left. And the Lord said, Who shall per- 
suade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Kamoth- 
gilead? And one said on this manner, and another 
said on that manner. And there came forth a spirit, 
and stood before the Lord, and said, I will persuade 
him. And the Lord said unto him. Wherewith ] And 
he said, I will go forth, and I will be a lying spirit in 
the mouth of all his. prophets. And he said. Thou 
shalt persuade him, and prevail also : go forth, and do 
so. Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying 
spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets, and the 
Lord hath spoken evil concerning thee. 

But Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah went near, and 
smote Micaiah on the cheek, and said, Which way went 
the Spirit of the Lord from me to speak unto thee] And 
Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see in that day, when 
thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself And 
the king of Israel said, Take Micaiah, and carry him 
back unto Amon the governor of the city, and to Joash 
the king's son ; and say. Thus saith the king, Put this 
fellow in the prison, and feed him with bread of afflic- 
tion, and with water of affliction, until I come in peace. 
And Micaiah said, If thou return at all in peace,, the 
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Lord hath not Bpoken by lae. And he said. Hearken, 
O people, every one of you. 

So the king of Israel, and Jehoshaphat the king of 
Jndah, went up to Hamoth-gilead. And the king 
of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will disguise 
myself, and enter into the, battle; but put thou 
on thy robes. And the king of Israel disguised 
himself, and went into the battle. But the king 
of Syria commanded his thirty and two captains, that 
hadiuk over his chariots, saying, Fight neither with 
small nor great, save only with the king of IsraeL 
And it came to pass, when the captaias of the chariote 
saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, Sui*ely it is the king 
of Israel. And they turned aside to fight against him; 
and Jehoshaphat cried out. And it came to pass, when 
the captains of the chariots perceived that it was not 
the king of Israel, that they turned back from pur- 
suing him. And a certain man drew a bow at a ven- 
ture, and smote the king of Israel between the joints 
of the harness : wherefore he said unto the diiver of 
his chariot, Turn tliine hand, and carry me out of the 
host ; for. I am wounded. And the battle increased 
that day ; and the king was stayed up in his chariot 
against the Syrians, and died at even : and the blood 
rsda out of the wound into the midst of the chariot 
And there went a proclamation throughout the host^ 
about the going down of the sim, saying, Every man 
to his city, and every man to his own country. So ih» 
king died, and was brought to Samaria; and th^ 
buried the king in Samaria. And one washed the 
chariot in the pool of Samaria ; and the dogs li(^ed 
up his blood, (and they washed his armour,) accordiDg 
unto the word of the Lord which he spaka So Ahab 
s^pt with his fathers ; and Ahaziah his son reigned in 
his stead. 
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Ahaziah the ion of Ahab began to reign over Israel 
in Samaria the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king 
of Judah, and reigned two years ovei* IsraeL And hd 
dad evil in the sight of the Loia), and walked in the 
vmy of his father, and in the way of his mother^ 
and in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebafc, 897 
who made Israel to sin : for he served Baal^ and &a 
worshipped him, and provoked to anger the Lord 
God of Israel, according to all that his father had don& 

And Ahaziah fell down through a latti(!e in his 
upper chamber that was in Samaria, and was sick: 
and he sent messengers, and said onto them. Go, en- 
quire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron whether I shall 
recorer of this disease. 

But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the 
Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet the messengers of 
the king of Ssmiaria, and say unto them, Is it not 
because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to 
enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? Now 
thersfore thus saith the Lord, Thou shalt not come 
down from that bed on which thou art gone up, but 
shalt surely die. And Elijah departed. Jind when 
the messengers turned back luito him, he said unto 
them. Why are ye now turned back I And they said 
unto him, There came a man up to meet us, and said 
unto us, €k), turn again unto the king that sent you, 
and say unto him. Thus saith the Lord, Is it not be- 
cause there is not a God in Israel, that thou sendest 
to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron i therefore 
thou shalt not come down from that bed on which thou 
art gone up, but shalt surely die. And he said unto 
them, What manner of i&ian was he which came up to 
meet you, and told you these words? And they 
answered him, He was an hairy man, and girt with a 
girdle of leather about his loins. And he said, It ia 
Elijah the Tishbite. 

Then the king sent unto him a captain ol ^^V} 
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with his fifty : and he went up to him ; (and, behold, 
he sat on the top of an hill;) and he spake unto 
him, Thou man of God, the king hath said, Come 
down. And Elijah answered and said to ike cap- 
tain of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let fire 
oome down from heaven, and consume thee and thy 
fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and 
consumed him and his fifty. Again also he sent unto 
him another captain of fifty with his fifty: and he 
answered and said unto him, O man of God, thus hath 
the king said, Come down quickly. And Elijah 
answered and said unto them, If I be a man of God, 
let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and 
thy fifty. And the fire of God came down from 
heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. And he 
sent again a captain of the third fifty with his fifty : 
and the third captain of fifty went up, and came 
and fell on his knees before Elijah, and besought 
him, and said unto him, O man of God, I pray thee, 
let my life, and the life of these fifty thy servants, be 
precious in thy sight. Behold, there came fire down 
from heaven, and burnt up the two captains of the for- 
mer fifties with their fifties : therefore let my life now 
be precious in thy sight. And the angel of the Lord 
said unto Elijah, Go down with him ; be not afraid of 
him. And he arose, and went down with him unto the 
king. And he said unto him, ^hus saith the Lord, 
Forasmuch as thou hast sent messengers to enquire of 
Baal-zebub the God of Ekron, (is it not because there 
is no God in Israel to enquire of his word ?) therefore 
thou shalt not come down off that bed on which x,hovL 
art gone up, but shalt surely die. 

So he died according to the word of the Lord which 
Elijah had spoken : and Jehoram reigned in his st«3ad, 
in the second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah : because he had no son. 



JEHORAU. 33 



JEHOBAM. 



[In August, 1868, a stone was discovered at Dib&n a town 
a Uttle north of the Amon, containing an inscription from the 
hand of Mesha king of Moab. The stone was broken through 
the suspicion and jealousy of the Arabs before it could be 
removed, but the fragments which have been secured, and are 
now in the Louvre at Paris, help to illustrate and confirm the 
narrative before us. It tells of Omri, king of Israel, having 
oppressed Moab many days, of the revolt of Mesha, and of 
the towns which he conquered or rebuilt, many of which are 
mentioned in Isaiah xv. and xvi. as Moabitish possessions. 
The inscription, which is the oldest and most important of all 
Semitic inscriptions, affords a remarkable corroboration of this 
part of the sacred history.] 

Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign over 
Israel in Samaria the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat 
king of Judab, and reigned twelve years. And he 
wrought evil in the sight of the Lord, but not like his 
father, and like his mother ; for he put away the 
image of Baal that his father had made. Never- 896 
theless he cleaved unto the sins of Jeroboam B.c. 
the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin ; he 
departed not therefrom. 

And Mesha kiag of Moab was a sheep-master, and 
rendered unto the king of Israel an hundred thousand 
lambs, and an hundred thousand rams, with the wool. 
But it came to pass, when Ahab was dead, that the 
king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. And 
king Jehoram went out of Samaria, the same time, 
and numbered all Israel. And he went and sent to 
Jehoshaphat the kiug of Judab, saying, The king of 
Moab hath rebelled against me : wilt thou go with me 
against Moab to battle 1 And he said, I will go up : 
I am as thou art, my people as thy people, and my 
horses as thy horses. And he said, Which way shall 
we go upl And he answered, The way through 
the wilderness of Edom. So the king of Israel went, 
and the king of Judab, and the king of Edom : and 
they fetched a compass of seven days' journey : and 

D 
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there was no water for the host, and for the cattle that 
followed them. And the king of Israel said^ Alas! 
that the Lord hath called these three kings together, 
to deliver them into the hand of Moab ! But Jehos- 
haphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the Lord, 
that we may enquire of the Lord by him? And one 
of the king of Israel's servants answered and said, 
Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat, which poured 
water on the hands of Elijah. And Jehoshaphat said. 
The word of the Lord is with him. So the king of 
Israel, and Jehoshaphat, and the king of Edom, went 
down to him. And Elisha said unto the king of 
Israel, What have I .to do with thee 1 get thee to the 
prophets of thy father, and to the prophets of thy 
mother. And the king of Israel said imto him, Nay : 
for the Lord Lath called these three kings together, to 
deliver them into the hand of Moab. And Elisha 
said. As the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, 
surely, were it not that I regard the presence of Jehos- 
haphat tke king of Judah, I would not look toward 
thee, nor see thee. But now bring me a minstrel. 

And it came to pass, when the minstrel played, that 
the hand of the Lord came upon him. And he said, Thus 
saith the Lord, Make this valley full of ditches : for thus 
saith the Lord, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall 
ye see rain ; yet that valley shall be filled with water, 
that ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle, and your 
beasts. And this is but a light thing in the sight of 
the Lord : he will deliver the Moabites also into your 
hand. And ye shall smite evory fenced city, and 
every choice city, and shall fell * every good tree, and 
stop all wells of water, and mar every good piece of 
land with stones. 

And it came to pass in the morning when the meat 
offering was offered, that, behold, there came water 
by the way of Edom, and the country was filled with 
water. And when all the Moabites heard that the 
kings were come up to fight against them, they gath- 
ered all that were able to put on armour, and upward, 
and stood in the border. And they rose up early in 
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ilie morning, and the sun shone upon the water, and 
,the Moabites saw the water on the other side as red 
as blood: and they said, This is blood: the kings are 
surely slain, and diey have smitten one another : now 
therefore, Moab, to the spoil. And when they came 
■to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose up and smote 
the Moabites, so that they iled before them : but they 
rwent forward smiting the Moabites, even in their coun- 
try. And they beat down the cities, and on every 
good piece of land cast every man his stone, and filled 
it ; and they stopped all the wells of water, and felled 
all the good trees ; only in Kir-haraseth left they the 
stones thereof : howbeit the sliugers went about it, and 
smote it. And when the king of Moab saw that the 
battle was too sore for him, he took with him seven 
hundred men that drew swords, to break through even 
unto the king of Edom : but they could not. Then 
he took his eldest son that should have xeigned in bis 
stead, and offered him for a burnt-offering upon the 
wall. And there was great indignation against Israel : 
and they * departed from him, and returned to their 
own land. 

Now Naaman, captain of the liost of the king of 
Syria, was a great man with bis master, and hoi. cur- 
able, because by him the Lord had given deliverance 
unto Syria : he was also a mighty man in valour; but 
he was a leper. And the ^rians had gone out by 
companies, and had brought away captive out of 
the land of Israel a little maid ; and sho waited on 
Naaman's wife. And she said unto her mistress. 
Would God my lord were with the prophet that is 
in Samaria ! for he would recover Mm of his leprosy. 
And one went in, and told. his lord, saying, Thus and 
rfchus Baid the maid that is of the land of Israel. And 

* That is to say, the Israelites had to raise the siege of Kir- 
haraseth and return to their own land. Having failed in their 
attempt to reduce his stronghold, and being involvedina war 
with Uazael king of Syria (2 Kings X..32, 33), Mesha .aeiaed 
his opportunity to drive them back and also to reduce several 
df theur cities. On this subject the "Moabite Stone" affords 
-QS most interesting information. 
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the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a 
letter unto the king of Israel And he departed, and 
took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand 
pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. And he 
brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now 
when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have 
therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou 
mayest recover him of his leprosy. And it came to 
pass, when the king of Ismel had read the letter, that 
he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to 
make alive, that this man doth send unto me to re- 
cover a man of his leprosy? Wherefore consider, I 
pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against 
me. And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had 
heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that 
he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent 
thy clothes'? let him come now to me, and he shall 
know that there is a prophet in Israel. 

So Naaman came with his horses and with his cha- 
riot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 
And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and 
wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come 
again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. But Naaman 
was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, 
He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call 
on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand 
over the place, and recover the leper. Are not Abana 
and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel ? may I not wash in tbem, and be clean ? 
So he turned and went away in a rage. 

And his servants came near, and spake unto him, 
and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do 
some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it 1 how 
much rather then, when he saith to thee. Wash, and 
be clean 1 Then went he down, and dipped himself 
seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the 
man of God : and his flesh came again like unto the 
flesh of a little child, and he was clean. And he re- 
turned to the man of God, he and all his company, 
and came and stood before him : and he said, Behold, 
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now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but 
in Isi-ael ; now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing 
of thy servant. But he said, As the Lord liveth, 
before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he 
urged him to take it ; but he refused. And Naaman 
said, Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy 
servant two mules burden of earth 1 for thy servant 
will henceforth offer neither burnt-offering nor sacri- 
fice unto other gods, but unto the Lord. In this 
thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that when my 
master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship 
there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself 
in the house of Rimmon : when I bow down myself 
in the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant 
in this thing. And he said unto him. Go in peace. 
So he departed from him a little way. 

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said. 
Behold, my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, 
in not receiving at his hands that which he brought ; 
but, as the Lord liveth, I will run after him, and take 
somewhat of him. So Gehazi followed after Naaman : 
and when Naaman saw him running after him, he 
lighted down from the chariot to meet him, and said, 
Is aU Weill And he said, All is well. My master 
hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come 
to me from mount Ephraim two young men of the 
sons of the prophets : give them, I pray thee, a talent 
of silver, and two changes of garments. And Naaman 
said. Be content, take two talents. And he urged 
him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with 
two changes of garments, and laid them upon two of 
his servants ; and they bare them before him. And 
when he came to the tower, he took them from their 
hand, and bestowed them in the house ; and he let the 
men go, and they departed. And he went in, and 
stood before his master: and Elisha said imto him. 
Whence comest thou, Gehazi 1 And he said, Thy 
servant went no whither. And he said unto him, 
Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned 
again from his chariot to meet thee ) Is it a time to 
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receive money, and to receive garments^ and olive- 
yards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and men- 
servants, and maid-servants 1 The leprosy therefore 
of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed 
for ever. And he went out from his presence a l^ier 
as white as snow. 

Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and 
took counsel with his servants, saying, In such and 
such a place shall be my camp. And the man of Grod 
sent unto the king of Israel, saying. Beware that thou^ 
pass not such a place; for thither the Syrians are 
come down. And the king of Israel sent to the place 
which the man of Grod told him and warned him of, 
and saved himself there, not once nor twice. Therefore 
the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for 
this thing ; and he called his servants, and said unto 
them. Will ye not shew me which of us is for the king 
of Israel] And one of his servants said. None, my 
lord, O king : but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, 
telleth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest 
in thy bed-chamber. And he said, Go and spy where 
he is, that I may send and itstch liim. And it was 
told him, saying. Behold, he is in Dothan. Therefore 
sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host : 
and they came by night, and compassed the city about. 

And when the servant of the man of God was risen 
early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the 
city both with horses and chariots: and his servant 
said unto him, Alas, my master ! how shall we do ? 
And he answered. Fear not ; for they that be with us 
are more than they that be with them. And Elisha 
prayed, and said. Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes> 
that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of 
the young man ; and he saw : and, behold, the moun- 
tain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about 
Elisha. And when they came down to him, Elisha 
prayed unto the Lord, and said. Smite this people, I 
pray thee, with blindness. And he smote them with 
blindness, according to the word of Elisha. And Elisha 
said unto them, This is not the way, neither is this the . 
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city' : fdlow me, and I will bring, you to the man whom 
ye seek. But he led them to Samaria.. 

An<i it came to pass,, when they were come, into 
Samaria, that Blisha said, Lord, open the eyes of thesa 
men, that they may see. And the Lord opened their 
eyes, and they saw; and,, behold, they were in the 
midst of Samaria. And. the king; of Israel said unto 
Elisha, when he. saw them,. My father, shall I smite 
them'? shall I smite theml And he answered,. Thou 
shalt not smite them : wouldest thou smite those whom 
thou hast taken captive with thy sword and with thy 
bow? Set bread and water before them, that they 
may eat and drink, and go to their master. And he 
prepared great provision for them : and when they had 
eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went 
to their master. So the banda of Syria came no more 
into the land of IsraeL 

And it came to pass after this, that Ben-hadad king 
of Syria gathered all his host, , and went up, and be^ 
sieged Samaria. And there was a great famine in 
Samaria: and behold, they besieged it, untU an ass's 
head was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the 
fourth part of a cab of dove's dung for ^ve piecas of 
silver. And as the king, of Israel was passing by upon 
the wall, there cried a woman unto him, saying. Help, 
my lord, O king ! And he said, If the Lord do not 
help thee, whence shall I help theel out of the bam- 
floor, or out of the wine-press 1 And the king said 
unto her, What aileth tiieel And she answered^ 
This woman said unto me, Grive thy son, that we may 
eat him to-day, and; we will eat my son to-morrow. So 
we boiled my son,^ and did eat him : and I said unto- 
her on the next day. Give thy son, that we may eat- 
him ; and she hath hid her son. And it came to pass, 
when the king heard the words of the woman, that he 
rent his clothes; and he passed by upon the wall, and 
the people looked, and^. behold, he had sackcloth. within 
upou his flesh.: Then he said,. God do so and more; 
aljso to me, if the head of EHsha the son of Shaphat 
shall stand on him this day. 
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But Elisha sat in his house, and the elders sat with 
him : and the king sent a man from before him : but, 
ere the messenger came to him, he said to the elders, 
See ye how this son of a murderer hath sent to take 
away mine head 1 Look, when the messenger cometh, 
shut the door, and hold him fast at the door : is not 
the sound of his master's feet behind him ] And, while 
he yet talked with them, behold, the messenger came 
down unto him : and he said. Behold, this evil is of 
the Lord; what should I wait for the Lord any 
longer 1 

Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the Lord ; 
Thus saith the Lord, To-morrow, about this time, shall 
a measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two 
measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria. 
Then a lord, on whose hand the king leaned, answered 
the man of God, and said. Behold, if the Lord would 
make windows in heaven, might this thing be 1 And 
he said. Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but 
shalt not eat tliereof. 

And there were four leprous men at the entering 
in of the gate; and they said one to another. Why 
sit we here until we die 1 If we say, We will enter 
into the city, then the famine is in the city, and 
we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die 
also. Now therefore come, and let us fall imto the 
host of the Syrians : if they save us alive, we shall 
live ; and if they kill us, we shall but die. And they 
rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the 
Syrians, and when they were come to the uttermost 
part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man 
there. For the Lord had made the host of the 
Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of 
horses, even the noise of a great host ; and they said 
one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against 
us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the l^gyp- 
tians, to come upon us. Wherefore they arose, and 
fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and their 
horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, and 
fled for their life. And when these lepers came to the 
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uttermost part of the camp, they went into one tent, 
and did eat and drink, and carried thence silver, and 
gold, and raiment, and went and hid it; and came 
again, and entered into another tent, and carried 
thence also, and went and hid it. Then they said one 
to another. We do not well : this day is a day of good 
tidings, and we hold our peace ; if we tarry till the 
morning-light, some mischief will come upon us, : now 
therefore come, that we may go and tell the king's 
household. 

So they came, and called unto the porter of the 
city ; and they told them, saying. We came to the camp 
of the Syrians, and, behold, there was no man there, 
neither voice of man, but horses tied, and asses tied, and 
the tents as they were. And he called the porters, and 
they told it to the king's house within. And the king 
arose in the night, and said unto his servants, I will 
now show you what the Syrians have done to us. 
They know that we be hungry ; therefore are they 
gone out of the camp to hide themselves in the field, 
saying, When they come out of the city, we shall catch 
them alive, and get into the city. And one of his ser- 
vants answered and said, Let some take I pray thee, 
five of the horses that remain, which are left in the 
city, (behold, they are as all the multitude of Israel 
that are left in it ; behold, I say, they are even as all 
the multitude of the Israelites that are consumed,) and 
let us send and see. They took therefore two chariot 
horses ; and the king sent after the host of the Syrians, 
saying, Go and see. And they went after them unto 
Jordan ; and, lo, all the way was full of garments and 
vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in their haste: 
and the messengers returned, and told the king. 

And the people went out, and spoiled the tents of the 
Syrians. So a measure of fine flour was sold for a 
shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord. And the king appointed 
the lord, on whose hand he leaned, to have the charge 
of the gate : and the people trode upon him in the gate, 
and he died, as the man of God had said, who spake 
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when the king came down to him. And. it came to 
p\s8^ as the man of Grod had spoken to the king, say- 
ing. Two measures, of barley for a shekel, and a measure 
of fin& flour for a shekel, shall be to-morroWj about 
this time, in the gate of Samaria. And that loi-d 
answered the man of God, and said, Now, behold, if 
the Lord should make windows in heaven might such 
a thing, be 1 And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it 
with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. And so it 
fell out unto him : for the people trode upon him in 
tlie gate, and he died. 

Then spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he 
had restored to life, saying. Arise, and go thou and 
thine household, and sojourn wheresoever thou canst 
sojourn : for the Lord hath called for a famine ; and 
it shall also come upon the land seven years. And the 
woman arose, and did after the saying of the man of 
God : and she went with her household, and sojourned 
in the land of the Philistines seven years. And it 
came to j)ass, at tht seven years' end, that the woman 
returned out of the land of the Philistines ; and she 
went forth to cry unto the king for her house, and for 
her land. And the king talked with Gehazi, the ser- 
vant of the man of God, saying, Tell me, I pray thee, 
all tlie great things that Elisha hath done. And it 
came to pass, as he was telling the king how he had 
restored a dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, 
whose son he had restored to life, cried to the king for 
her house, and for her land. And Gehazi said. My 
lord, king, this is the woman, and this is her son, 
whom Elisha restored to life. And when the king 
asked the woman, she told him. So the king ap- 
pointed imto her a certain officer, saying, Restore jdl 
that was her'si and all the fruits of the field, since the 
day that she left the land, even until now. 

And Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben-hadad the 
king of Syria was sick ; and it was told him, saying, 
The man of God is come hither. And the king said 
unto Hazael, Take a present in thine hand, and go, 
meet the man of God, and enquire of the Lord by him. 
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saying, Shall I recover of this disease? So Hazael. 
went to meet him, and took a pi^esent with him, even 
of every good thing of Damascus, forty camels* burden, 
and came and stood before him, and said. Thy son 
Ben-hadad king of Syria hath sent me to thee, saying. 
Shall I recover of this disease 1 And Elisha said unto 
him, Go, say unto him, Thou mayest certainly recover : 
howbeit the Lord hath showed me that he shall surely 
die. And he settled his countenance stedfastly until 
he was ashamed: and the man of God wept. And 
Hazael said, Why weepeth my lord 1 And he answered, 
Because I know the evil that thou wilt do unto the 
children of Israel : their strong holds wilt thou set on 
fire, and their young men. wilt thou slay with the 
sword, and wilt dash their children, and rip up their 
women with child. And Hazael said, But what, is 
thy servant a dog, that he should do this great thing! 
And Elisha answered, The Lord hath showed me that 
thou shalt be king over Syria. So he departed from 
Elisha, and came to his master; who said to him, 
What said Elisha to thee? And he answered, He 
told me that thou shouldest surely recover. And it 
came to pass on the morrow, that he took a thick cloth, 
and dipped it in water, and spread it on his face, so 
that he died : and Hazael reigned in his stead. 

In the twelfth year of Jehoram the son of Ahab king 
of Israel, did AJiaziah the son of Jehoram king of 
Judah begin to reign. Two and twenty years old was. 
Ahaziah when, he began to reign ; and he reigned one 
year in Jerusalem : and his mother's name was Atha- 
liah, the daughter of Omri king of Israel. And he 
walked in the way of the house of Ahab, and did evil 
in the sight of the Lord, as did the house of Ahab : 
for he was the son-in-law of the house of Ahab. And 
he went with Jehoram the son of Ahab to the war 
against Hazael king of Syria in Bamoth-gilead ; and the 
Syrians wounded Jehoram.. And king Jehoram went 
back to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the 
S^Tians liad given him at Ramah, when he fought 
against Hazael king of Syria; and Ahaziah the son of 
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Jehoram king of Judah went down to see Jehoram the 
son of Abab in Jezreel, because he was sick. 

And Elisha the prophet called one of the children 
of the prophets, and said unto him, Gird up thy loins, 
and take this box of oil in thine hand, and go to 
Ramoth-gilead : and when thou comest thither, look 
out there Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of 
Nimshi, and go in, and make him arise up from among 
his brethren and carry him to an inner chamber ; then 
take the box of oil, and pour it on his head, and say, 
Thus saith the Lord, I have anointed thee king over 
Israel; then open the door and flee, and tarry not. 
So the young man, even the young man the prophet, 
went to Ramoth-gilead. And when he came, behold, 
the captains of the host were sitting ; and he said, I 
have an errand to thee, O captain. And Jehu said, 
Unto which of all us] And he said. To thee, O 
captain. And he arose, and went into the house ; and 
he poured the oil on his head, and said unto him. Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, I have anointed thee 
king over the people of the Lord, even over Israel. 
And thou shalt smite the house of Ahab thy master, 
that I may avenge the blood of my servants the pro- 
phets, and the blood of all the servants of the Lord, 
at the hand of Jezebel. For the whole house of Ahab 
shall perish ; and I will cut off" from Ahab every male, 
and him that is shut up and left in Israel. And I will 
make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son 
of Ahijah. And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the por- 
tion of Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury her. 
And he opened the door, and fled. 

Then Jehu came forth to the servants of his lord ; 
and one said unto him. Is all well? wherefore came 
this mad fellow to thee ? And he said unto them. Ye 
know the man, and his communication. And they 
said, It is false; tell us now. And he said. Thus and 
thus spake he to me, saying, Thus saith the Lord, I 
have anointed thee king over Israel. Then they halted, 
and took every man his garment, and put it under 
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him on the top of the stairs, and blew with trumpets, 
saying, Jehu is king. So Jehu the son of Jehosha- 
phat, the son of Nimshi, conspired against Jehoram ; 
(now Jehoram had kept Bamoth-gilead, he and all 
Israel, because of Hazael king of Syria. But king 
Jehoram was returned to be healed in Jezreel of the 
wounds whioh the Syrians had given him, when he 
fought with Hazael king of Syria ;) and Jehu said, If 
it be your minds, then let none go forth nor escape 
out of the city to go to tell it in Jezreel. So Jehu 
rode in a chariot and went to Jezreel ; (for Jehoram 
lay there.) And Ahaziah king of Judah was come 
down to see Jehoram. 

And there stood a watchman on the tower in Jezreel, 
and he spied the company of Jehu as he came, and 
said, I see a company. And Jehoram said. Take an 
horseman, and send to meet them, and let him say. Is 
it peace. So there went one on horseback to meet 
him, and said, Thus saith the king, Is it peace ? And 
Jehu said. What hast thou to do with peace? fcum 
thee behind me. And the watchman told, saying. The 
messenger came to them, but he cometh not again. 
Then he sent out a second on horseback, which came 
to them, and said. Thus saith the king. Is it peace ? 
And Jehu answered, "What hast thou to do with peace ? 
turn thee behind me. And the watchman told, say- 
ing, He came even unto them, but cometh not again : 
and the driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of 
Nimshi ; for he driveth furiously. And Jehoram said. 
Make ready. And his chariot was made ready. And 
Jehoram king of Israel, and Ahaziah king of Judah, 
went out, each in his chariot, and they went out 
against Jehu, and met him in the portion of Naboth 
the Jezreelite. And it came to pass, when Jehoram saw 
Jehu, that he said. Is it peace, Jehu 1 And he answered. 
What peace, so long as the whoredoms of thy mother 
Jezebel, and her witchcrafts, are so many] And 
Jehoram turned his hands, and fled, and said to Aha- 
ziah, There is treachery, O Ahaziah. And Jehu drew 
ft bow with his full strength, and smote Jft\iQrc^ssi\i^ 
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tween His arms, and the arrow went oat at his heart, 
and he sunk down in his chariot. Then said Jehu to 
Bidkar his captain, Take np, and cast him in the por- 
tion of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite ; for remem- 
ber how that, when thou and I rode together after 
Ahab his father, the Lord laid this buixien upon him : 
surely I have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, and 
the blood of his sons, saith the Lord : and I will re- 
quite thee in this plat, saith the Lord. Now therefore 
take and cast him into the plat of ground, iiccordrng 
to the word of the Lord. But when Ahaziah the king 
of Judah saw this, he fled by the way of the garden- 
house :* and Jehu followed after him, and said. Smite 
him also in the chariot. And they did so at the going 
up to Gur, which is by Ibleam ; and he fled to Me- 
giddo, and died there. And his servants carried him 
in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his sepul- 
chre with his fathers in tie city of David. 

JEHU. 

[On the "Black Obelisk" in the British Museiun, we find it 
stated that in 883 the Assyrian king received tribute of •* Jehu 
the son of Omri," the change of dynasty not being known, or 
not being remembered. This fact is not mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, but it has been suggested that he may have entered into 
tributary relations to the Assyrians in order to get protection 
against HazaeLJ 

And when Jehu was come -to Jezreel, Jezebel heard 
of it ; and she painted her face, and tired her head, 
and looked^out at a window. And as Jehu entered in 
at the gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who slew his 

master] And he lifted up his face to the win- 
888 dow, and said. Who is on my side 1 who 1 And 
B.O. there looked out to him two or three eunuchs. 

And he said, Throw her down. So tbey threw 
her down : and some of her blood was sprinkled on 

*Beth-^an, probably the same as En-gannim, or the modem 
Jenin. u. «o, he was flying southwards in the direction of his 
own land. 
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the waU, and on tlie horses; and lie trode Ler ;under 
•foot. And when lie was come in, lie did eat and drink, 
(and said, Go, see now iMs cursed woman, and :bmy 
.her; for she is a king's daughter. And they went to 
bxiry her; but they found no more of her than tEe 
skull, and the feet, and the palms of ber hands. Where- 
fore they came again, ,and told him ; and he said, This 
is the word of the Lobd, wbich he spake by his ser- 
vant Elijah the Tiahbifce, saying, In the portion of Jez- 
reel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel : and the car- 
case of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the £a.oe of the 
field in the portion of Jezreel ; so that they shall not 
say. This is Jezebel 

And Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. And Jehu 
^rote letters, and sent to Samaria, unto the rulers of 
Jezreel, to the elders, and to them that brought up 
Ahab's children, saying, Now, as soon as this letter 
Cometh to you, seeing your master's sons are with you, 
and there are with you chariots and horses, a fenced 
city also, and armour : look even out the best and 
meetest of your master's sons, and set him on his 
father's throne, and fight for your master's house. But 
they were exceedingly afraid, and said. Behold, two 
kings stood not before him : how then shall we stand 1 
And he that was over the house, and he that was over 
the city, the elders also, and the bringers-up of the 
children, sent to Jehu, saying, We are thy servants, 
and will do all that thou shalt bid us; we will not 
make any king ; do thou that which is good in thine 
eyes. Then he wrote. a letter the second time, saying, 
ilf ye be mine, and if ye will hearken unto my voice, 
take ye the heads of iJie men your master's sons, and 
icome to me to Jezreel by to-morrow this time. " Now 
the king's sons, being seventy .persons, were with the 
great men of the city, 'which brought them up. And 
it came to pass, when the letter came to them, :that 
they took the king's sons, and slew seventy .persons, 
and put their heads in baskets, and sent him them to 
Jezreel. And there came. a messenger, and. told. liimi 
. saying. They, have brought the heads of the kix^^^ .itfs&s^ 
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And he said, Lay ye them in two heaps at the enter- 
ing in of the gate until the morning. And it came to 
pass in the morning, that he went out, and ctood, and 
said to all the people, Ye be righteous : behold, I con- 
*spired against my master, and slew him ; but who slew 
all these ? Know now, that there shsdl fall unto the 
earth nothing of the word of the Lord, which the Lobd 
spake concerning the house of Ahab : for the Lobd 
hath done that which he spake by his servant Elijah. 
So Jehu slew all that remained of the house of AJiab 
in Jezreel, and all his great men, and his kinsfolks, 
and his priests, until he left him none remaining. 

And he arose and departed, and came to Samaria : 
and as he was at the shearing-house in the way, Jehu 
met with the brethren of Ahaziah king of Judah, and 
said. Who arc ye ] And they answered, "We are the 
breiiiren of Ahaziah ; and we go down to salute the 
children of the king, and the children of the queen. 
And he said. Take them alive. And they took them 
alive, and slew them at the pit of the shearing-hi^use, 
even two and forty, men; neither left he any ot 
them. 

And when he was departed thence, he lighted on 
Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming to meet him; 
and he saluted him, and said to him. Is thine heart 
right, as my heart is with thy heart 1 And Jehona- 
dab answered. It is. If it be, give me thine hand. 
And he gave him his hand ; and he took him up to 
him into the chariot. And he said, Come with mc, 
and see my zeal for the Lord. So they made him 
ride in his chariot. And when he came to Samaria, 
he slew all that remained imto Ahab in Samaria, till 
he had destroyed him, according to the saying of the 
Lord, which he spake to Elijah. 

And Jehu gathered all the people together, and 
said unto them, Ahab served Baal a little, but Jehu 
shall serve him much. Now therefore call unto me 
all the prophets of Baal, all his servants, and all his 
priests ; let none be wanting ; for I have a great 
sacrifice to do to Baal : whosoever shall be wanting. 
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he shall not live. But Jehu did it in subtilty, to the 
intent that he might destroy the worshippers of Baal. 
And Jehu said, Proclaim a solemn assembly for Baal. 
And they proclaimed it. And Jehu sent through all 
Israel ; and all the worshipped of Baal came, so that 
there was not a man left that came not. And they 
came into the house of Baal ; and the house of Baal 
was full from one end to another. And he said unto 
him that was over the vestry, Bring forth vestments 
for all the worshippers of Baal. And he brought 
them forth vestments. And Jehu went, and Jehona- 
dab the son of Bechab, into the house of Baal, and 
said unto the worshippers of Baal, Search, and look 
that there be here with you none of the servants of 
the Lord, but the worshippers of Baal only. And 
when they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt-offer- 
ings, Jehu appointed fourscore men without, and said, 
If any of the men whom I have brought into your 
hands escape, he that letteth him go, his life shall be 
for the life of him. And it came to pass, as soon as 
he had made an end of offering the burnt-offering, that 
Jehu said to the guard, and to the captains, Go in and 
slay them; let none come forth. And they smote 
them with the edge of the sword ; and the guard and 
the captains cast them out, and went to the city of the 
house of Baal. And they brought forth the images 
out of the house of Baal, and burned them. And they 
brake down the image of Baal, and brake down the 
house of Baal, and made it a draught-house unto this 
day. Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel. 

Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who made Israel to sin, Jehu departed not 
from after them, to wit, the golden calves that were in 
Beth-el, and that were in Dan. And the Lord said 
unto Jehu, Because thou hast done well in executing 
that which is right in mine eyes, and hast done unto 
the house of Ahab according to all that was in mine 
heart, thy children of the fourth generation shall sit 
on the throne of Israel. But Jehu took no heed ta 
walk in the law of the Lord God o£ lsr«ife\'^^iJti ^V^ 

£ 
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heart ; for he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, 
which made Israel to sin. 

In those days the Lord began to cut Israel short : 
and Hazael smote them in all the coasts of Israel ; from 
Jordan eastward, all the land of Gilead, the Gadites, 
and the Reubenites, and the Manassites, from Aroer 
(which is by the river Arnon), even Gilead and Bashan. 
And Jehu slept with his fathers ; and they buried him 
in Samaria : and Jehoahaz his son reigned in his stead. 
And the time that Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria 
was twenty and eight years. 

JEHOAHAZ. 

In the three and twentieth year of Joash the son of 
Ahaziah king of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu began 
to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned seventeen 
years. And he did that which was evil in the sight 

of the Lord, and followed the sins of Jero- 
856 beam the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin; 
B.C. he departed not therefrom. And the anger of 

the Lord was kindled against Israel; and he 
delivered them into the hand of Hazael king of Syria, 
and into the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael, all 
their days. And Jehoahaz besought the Lord, and 
the Lord hearkened unto him ; for he saw the oppres- 
sion of Israel, because the king of Syria oppressed 
them. (And the Lord gave Israel a saviour, so that 
they went out from \mder the hand of the Syrians ; 
and the children of Israel dwelt in their tents, as be- 
foretime. Nevertheless they departed not from the 
sins of the house of Jeroboam, who made Israel sin, 
but walked therein : and there remained the grove 
also in Samaria.) Neither did he leave of the people 
to Jehoahaz but fifty horsemen, and ten chariots, and 
ten thousand footmen ; for the king of Syria had de- 
stroyed them, and had made them like the dust by 
thrashing. And Jehoahaz slept with Lis fathers; and 
they buried him in Samaria : and Joash his son reigned 
in his stead. 
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JOASH. 



In the thirty and seventh year of Joash king of Judah 
began Joash the son of Jehoahaz to reign over Israel 
in Samaria, and reigned sixteen years. And he 
did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord ; 810 
he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam B.C. 
the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin j but he 
walked therein. 

Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof 
he died. And Joash the king of Israel came down 
unto him, and wept over his face, and said, O my 
father, my father ! the chariot of Israel, and the horse- 
men thereof ! And Elisha said unto him, Take bow 
and arrows : and he took unto him bow and arrows. 
And he said to the king of Israel, Put thine hand upon 
the bow :" and he put his hand upon it : and Elisha 
put his hands upon the king's hands. And he said, 
Open the window eastward : and he opened it. Then 
Elisha said, Shoot : and he shot. And he said, The 
arrow of the Lord's deliverance, and the arrow of de- 
liverance from Syria : for thou shalt smite the Syrians 
in Aphek, till thou have consumed them. And he 
said, Take the arrows : and he took them. And he 
said unto the king of Israel, Smite upon the ground : 
and he smote thrice, and stayed. And the man of God 
was wroth with him, and said. Thou shouldest have 
smitten five or six times, then hadst thou smitten Syria 
till thou hadst consumed it : whereas now thou shalt 
smite Syria but thrice. 

And Elisha died, and they buried him. And the 
bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the coming 
in of the year. And it came to pass, as they were 
burying a man, that, behold, they spied a band of 
men; and they cast the man into the sepulchre of 
Elisha : and when the man was let down, and touched 
the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood upon his feet. 

But Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the 
days of Jehoahaz. And the Lord wan gt^QV3i& xsixi^ 
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tUom, and bad compassion on them, and had respect 
unto thorn, because of his covenant with Abraham, 
iHaao, and Jacob, and would not destroy them, neither 
civst ho thom from his presence as yet. 

So ITazacl king of Syria died ; and Ben-hadad his 
Hou I'oignod in his stead. And Joash the son of 
Johoahaz took agtiin, out of the hand of Ben-hadad the 
son of llaznel, the cities which he had taken out of 
iho hand of Johoahaz his father by war : three times 
divl Joash beat him, and recovered the cities of Israel 

Thou Amaziah sent messengers to Joash the son of 
Johoahax, son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, 
lot us look Olio another in the face. And Joash the 
king of Ismel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, 
Tlio thistlo that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that 
wiu» in Lebanon, saying. Give thy daughter to my son 
io wifo : and thoro passed by a wild beast that was in 
Jiolxinon, and tix)de down the thistle. Thou hast 
iudood KUiitton Edom, and thine heart hath lifted thee 
up : glory of this, and tarry at home ; for why shouldest 
thou meddle to tliy hurt, that thou shouldest fall, even 
thou, and Judiih witli thee ? But Amaziah would not 
hoar : thoroforo Joash king of Israel went up and he 
and Amaziah king of Judah looked one another in the 
face at Both-shemesh, which belongeth to Judah. And 
Judali was put to the worae befoi^e Israel ; and they 
flod every man to their tents. And Joash king of 
Israel took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Joash, 
the son of Aliaziah, at Beth-shemesh, and came to 
Jerusalem, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, 
from the gate of Ephraim imto the corner-gate, foiir 
hundred cubits. And he took all the gold and silver, 
and all the vessels that were found in Uie house of the 
Lord, and in the treasures of the king's house, and 
hostages, and returned to Samaiia. And Joash slept 
with his fathers and was buried in Samaria with the 
kings of Israel ; and Jeroboam his son reigned in his 
stead. 
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JEBOBOAM IL 

[This reign is chiefly memorable for the appearance of some 
of those prophets whose writings form part of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Jonah, Amos, and Hosea belonged to this period, and 
were connected chiefly with the kingdom of Israel] 

In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of «r^ugfb king 
of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash ktngneif Israel 
began to reign in Samaria, and reigned forty dnd one 
years. And he did that which was evil in the sight 
of the Lord : he departed not from all the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to 824 
sin. He restored the coast of Israel, from the B.o, 
entering of Hamath [near Mount Hermon] unto 
the sea of the plain \i.e,, the Dead Sea], according to 
the word of the Lord God of Israel, which he spake by 
the hand of his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the 
prophet, which was of Gath-hepher. For the Lord 
saw the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter : for 
there was not any shut up, nor any left, nor any helper 
for Israel. And the Lord said not that he would blot 
out the name of Israel from under heaven : but he 
saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash. 

" Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the 
son of Amittai, saying. Arise, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and cry against it ; for their wickedness is 
come up before me. But Jonah rose up to flee unto 
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. . . . 

And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the 
second time, saying, Arise, go unto Nineveh, that 
great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I 
bid thee. So Jonah arose, and went imto Nineveh, 
according to the word of the Lord. And Jonah 
began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he 
cried, and said. Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown. So the people of Nineveh believed God, 
and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the 
greatest of them even to the least of them. For word 
came unto the king of Nineveh : and be &to&& Iicotc^^^ 
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Uirouo, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him 
witli Backoloth, and sat in ashes. And he caused it to be 
})roolaiuied and published through Nineveh, by the de- 
crou of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man 
uor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing ; let them 
not feoil, nor drink water : but let man and beast be 
oovei*t3d with sackclotli, and cry mightily unto God ; 
yo4V, let them tiu^n every one from his evil way, and 
from the violence that is in their hands. Who can 
toll if God will turn and repent, and turn away from 
Ills tioixjo anger, that we perish not] And God saw 
thoir works, that they turned from their evil way; 
and God repented of the evil that he had said that he 
would do unto them ; and he did it not " (Jonah i. 1-3 ; 
iii. 1-10). 

** Ismol is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit 
unto himself : accoiHliiig to the multitude of his fhiit 
ho hath iucroased the altars : according to the good- 
uosH of liis hmd they have made goodly images. Their 
hwirt is divided ; now shall they be found faulty ; he 
shall break down thoii* altai-s, he shall spoil their images. 
For now they shall say, We have no king, because we 
feared not the Lord ; what then should a king do to 
us) They have spoken words, swearing falsely in 
making a covenant : thus judgment springeth up as 
hemlock in the furrows of the field. The inhabitants 
of Samaria shall fear because of tlie calves of Beth- 
aven : for the peof)le thereof shall moui^n over it, and 
the priests thereof that rejoiced on it, for the glory 
thereof, because it is departed from it. It shall be 
also carried unto Assyria for a present to king Jareb : 
Ephraim shall receive shame, and Israel shall be 
ashamed of his own counsel. As for Samaria, her 
king is cut oft' as the foam upon the water. The high 
places also of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be de- 
stroyed : the thorn and the thistle shall come up on 
their altai's ; and they shall say unto the mountains, 
Cover us ; and to the hills, Fall on us" (Hosea x. 1-8). 

"Hear ye this word which I take up against 
you, even a lamentation, O house of Israel. The 
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vii^in of Israel is fallen ; she shall no more rise ; 
she is forsaken upon her land ; there is none to rabe 
her up» For thus saith the Lord God, The city that 
went out by a thousand, shall leave an hundred, and 
that which went forth by an hundred shall leave ten, 
to the house of Israel. For thus saith the LoitD unto 
the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live : 
but seek not Beth-el, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass 
not to Beer-sheba : for Gilgal shall surely go into cap- 
tivity, and Beth-el shall come to nought. Seek the 
Lord, and ye shall live j lest he break out like fire in 
the house of Joseph, and devour it, and there be none 
to quench it in Beth-el. Ye who turn judgment to 
wormwood, and leave off righteousness in the earth, 
seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and 
turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and 
maketh the day dark with night : that calleth for the 
waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face 
of the earth ; the Lord is his name : that strengtheneth 
the spoiled against the strong, so that the spoiled shall 
come against the fortress '' (Amos v. 1-9). 

" Then Amaziah, the priest of Beth el, sent to Jero- 
boam king of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspii^ed 
against thee in the midst of the house of Israel: the 
land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos 
saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel 
shall surely be led away captive out of their own land. 
Also Amaziah said unto Amo«, O thou seer, go, flee 
thee away into the land of Judaii, and tliere eat bread, 
and prophesy there : but prophesy not again any more 
at Beth-el : for it is the king's chapel, and it is the 
king's court. Then answered Amos, and said to Ama- 
ziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son ; 
but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore- 
fruit : and the Lord took me as I followed the flock, 
and the Lord said unto me. Go, prophesy unto my 
people Israel. Now therefore hear thou the word of 
the Lord : thou sayest, Prophesy not against Israel, 
and drop not thy word against the house of Isaaa 
Therefore thus saith the Lord, Thy wife shall \» «a. 
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harlot in the city, and thy sons and thy^iaiighters shall 
fall by the sword, and thy land shall be divided by 
line ; and thou shalt die in a polluted land : and Israel 
shall surely go into captivity forth of his land " (Amos 
vii. 10-17). 

And Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even with the 
kings of Israel ; and Zachariah his son i*eigned in his 
stead. 

ZACHAEIAH. 

[The history of the kings that followed Jeroboam II. is only 
a history of anarchy and murder. To explain some chrono- 
logical uifBculties, it is generally assumed that there was an 
interregnum of ten or eleven years after Jeroboam's death. 
Of this, however, there is no mention in Scripture.] 

In the thirty and eighth year of Uzziah king of 
Judah did Zachariah the son of Jeroboam reign over 
Israel in Samaria six months. And he did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, as his fathers had 

done ; he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam 
772 the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. And 
B.C. Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him, 

and smote him before tlie jjeople, and slew him, 
and reigned in his stead. This was the word of the 
Lord which he spake unto Jehu, saying, Thy sons 
shall sit on the throne of Israel unto the fourth gene- 
ration. And so it came to pass. 

SHALL17M. 

Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign in the nine 
and thirtieth year of Uzziah king of Judah ; and he 
reigned a full month in Samaria. For Menahem the 
son of Gadi went up from Tirzah, and came to Samaria, 

and smote Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria, 
771 and slew him, and reigned in his stead. Then 
B.C. Menahem smote Tiphsah, and all >that were 

therein, and the coasts thereof from Tirzah : be- 
cause they opened not to him, therefore he smote it ; 
and all the women therein that were with child he 
ripped up. 
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MENAHEM. 

In the nine and thirtieth year of Uzziah king of 
Judah began Menahem the son of Gadi to reign over 
Israel, and reigned ten years in Samaria. And he did 
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord : he de- 
parted not all his days from the sins of Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 771 
And Pul the king of Assyria came against the B.c, 
land : and Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents 
of silver, that his hand might be with him to confirm 
the kingdom in his hand. And Menahem exacted the 
money of Israel, even of all the mighty men of wealth, 
of each man fifty shekels of silver, to give to the king 
of Assyria : so the king of Assyria turned back, and 
stayed not there in the land. And Menahem slept 
with his fathers ; and Pekahiah his son reigned in his 
stead. 

PEKAHIAH. 

In the fiftieth year of Uzziah king of Judah, Peka- 
hiah the son of Menahem began to reign over Israel 
in Samaria, and reigned two years. And he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord : he departed 
not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel to sin. But Pekah the son of 760 
Hemaliah, a captain of his, conspired against him, B.C. 
and smote him in Samaiia, in the palace of the 
king's house, with Argob and Arieh, and with him fifty 
men of the Gileadites ; and he killed him, and reigned 
in his room. 
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PBEAH. 



Ix the two and fiftieth year of Uzziah king of Judah, 
Pekah the son of Remaliah began to reign over Israel 
in Samaria, and i*eigned twenty years. And he 
759 did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord : 
B.C. he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 

And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of 
Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin 
the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, 
king of Ismel, went up toward Jerusalem to war 
against it, but could not prevail against it. And it 
was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confeder- 
ate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and 
the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are 
moved with the wind. Then said the Lord unto Isaiah, 
Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shear-jashub 
thy son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool in 
the highway of the fuller's field ; and say unto him, 
Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be faint- 
hearted for the two tails of these smoking firebrands, 
for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syi'ia, and of the son 
of Remaliah. Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of 
Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against thee, saying. 
Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make 
a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of 
it, even the son of Tabeal : thus saith the Lord God, 
It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass. For 
the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Dam- 
ascus is Rezin ; and within threescore and five years 
. shall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a people. And 
the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Sa- 
maria is Remaliah's son. If ye will not believe, surely 
ye shall not be established. 

At that time Rezin king of Syria recovered Elath 
to Syria, and drave the Jews from Elath : and the 
Syrians came to Elath, and dwelt there unto this day. 
<So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of 
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Assyria, saying, T am thy servant and thy son : come 
up, and save me out of the hand of the king of Syria, 
and out of the hand of the king of Israel, which rise 
up against me. And Ahaz took the silver and gold 
that was found in the house of the Lord, and in the 
treasures of the king's house, and sent it for a present 
to the king of Assyria. And the king of Assyria 
hearkened unto him : for the king of Assyria went up 
against Damascus, and took it, and carried the people 
of it captive to Kir, and slew Rezin. 

In the days of Pekah king of Israel came Tiglath- 
pileser king of Assyria, and took Ijon, and Abel-beth- 
maachah, and Janoath, and Kedesh, and Hazor, and 
Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphfcali, and car- 
ried them captive to Assyria. 

" O Assyrian the rod of mine anger, and the staff in 
their hand is mine indignation. I will send him 
against an hypocritical nation, and against the people 
of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, 
and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the 
mire of the streets. Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither 
doth his heart think so; but it is in his heart to de- 
stroy and cat off nations not a few. For he saith. Are 
not my princes altogether kings ? Is not Calno as 
Carchemish ? is not Hamath as Arpad 1 is not Sama- 
ria as Damascus 1 As my hand hath found the king- 
doms of the idols, and whose graven images did excel 
them of Jerusalem and of Samaria; shall I not, as I have 
done unto Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem 
and her idols 1 Wherefore it shall come to pass, that, 
when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon 
mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit 
of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory 
of his high looks. For he saith, By the strength of 
my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom ; for I 
am prudent : and I have removed the bounds of the 
people, and I have robbed their treasures, and I have 
put down the inhabitants like a valiant man. And 
my hand hath found, as a nest, the riches of the 
people : and as one gathereth eggs t\ia.t s^i^ \^iV,^\i3K^fe^ 
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gathered all the earth ; and there was none that moved 
the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped. Shall the 
axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith ? or 
shall the saw magnify itself against him that shaketh 
it ? as if the rod should shake itself against them that 
lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself, as if it 
were no wood. Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord 
of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness ; and under 
his glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of 
a tire. And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and 
his Holy One for a flame : and it shall bum and de- 
vour his thorn and his briers in one day ; and shall 
consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful 
field, both soul and body ; and they shall be as when 
a standard-bearer fainteth. And the rest of the trees 
of his forest shall be few, that a child may write them. 
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 
remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the 
house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him 
that smote them ; but shall stay upon the Lord, the 
Holy One of Israel, in truth. The remnant shall re- 
tuiii, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. 
For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, 
yet a remnant of them shall return : the consumption 
decreed shall overflow with righteousness. For the 
Lord God of hosts shall make a consumption, even 
deteimined, in the midst of all the land" (Is. x. 5-23). 
And Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy 
against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and smote him^ 
and slew him, and reigned in his stead. 
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HOSHEA. 

[Ten years of tumult and anarchy seem to have followed 
the death of Pekah. At least it is only on this supposition 
that we can reconcile the dates in 2 Kings xvL ana xvii 1. 
After a reign of nine years, Hoshea and his people were carried 
captive to Assyria, and the kingdom of the ten tribes came 
to on end.] 

In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began 
Hoshea the son of Elah to reign in Samaria over 
Israel nine years. And he did that which was evil in 
the sight of the Lord, but not as the kings of Israel 
that were before him. Against him came up 
Shalmaneser king of Assyria ; and Hoshea be- 730 
came his servant, and gave him presents. And B.c. 
the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea: 
for he had sent messengers to So king of Egypt, and 
brought no present to the king of Assyria, as he had 
done yeax by year; therefore the king of Assyria shut 
him up, and bound him in prison. 

" Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is 
tliine help. I will be thy king : where is any other 
that may save thee in all thy cities 1 and thy judges 
of whom thou saidst, Give me a king and princes? 
I gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him away 
in my wrath. The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up : 
his sin is hid. The sorrows of a travailing woman 
shall come upon him : he is an unwise son ; for he 
should not stay long in the place of the breaking forth 
of children. I wiU ransom them from the power of 
the grave ; I will redeem them from death : death, 
I will be thy plagues ; grave, I will be thy destruc- 
tion : repentance shall be hid from mine eyes. Though 
he be fruitful among his brethren, an east wind shall 
come, the wind of the Lqbd shall come up from the 
wilderness, and his spring shall become dry, and his 
fountain shall be dried up : he shall spoil the treasure 
of all pleasant vessels. Samaria shall become desolate ; 
for she hath rebelled against her God : they dni^XLis^ 
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by the sword ; their inflELnts shall be dashed in pieces, 
and their women with child shall be ripped up " (Hos. 
xiiL 9-16). 

Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all 
. the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it 
three years. In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of 
Assyria took Samaria, Mid carried Israel away into 
Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor by 
the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. 
For so it was, that the children of Israel had sinned 
against the Lord their God, which had brought them 
up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other gods, 
and walked in the statutes of the heathen, whom the 
Lord cast out from before the children of Israel, and 
of the kings of Israel, which they had made. And 
the children of Israel did secretly those things that 
were not right against the Lord their God, and they 
built them high places in all their cities, from the 
tower of the watchmen to the fenced city. And they 
set them up images and groves in every high hill, and 
under every green tree ; and there they burnt incense 
in all the high places, as did the heathen whom the 
Lord carried away before them ; and wrought wicked 
things to provoke the Lord to anger : for they served 
idols, whereof the Lord had said unto them, Ye shall 
not do this thing. Yet the Lord testified against 
Israel and against Judah by all the prophets, and by 
all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and 
keep my commandments, and my statutes, according 
to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and 
which I sent to you by my servants the prophets. 
Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened 
their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did 
not believe in the Lord their God. And they rejected 
his statutes, and liis covenant that he had made with 
their fathers, and his testimonies which he testified 
against them ; and they followed vanity, and became 
vain, and went after the heathen that were round 
about them, concerning whom the Lord had charged 



HOSHEA. 63^ 

them, that they should not do like them. And they 
left all the commandments of the Lord their God, and 
made them molten images, even two calves, and made 
a grove, and worshipped aU the host of heaven, and 
served Baal. And they caused their sons and their 
daughters to pass through the fire, and used divina- 
tion and enchantments, and sold themselves to do evil * 
in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to anger. 
Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, and 
removed them out of his sight : there was none left 
but the tribe of Judah only. Also Judah kept not 
the commandments of the Lord their God, but walked 
in the statutes of Israel which they made. And the 
Lord rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted them, 
and delivered them into the hand of spoilers, until he 
had cast them out of his sight. For he rent Israel 
from the house of David ; and they made Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat king: and Jeroboam drave Israel 
from following the Lord, and made them sin a great 
sin. For the children of Israel walked in all the sins 
of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from 
them, until the Lord removed Israel out of his sight, 
as he had said by all his servants the prophets. So 
was Israel carried away out of their own land to 
Assyria unto this day. And the king of Assyria 
brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and 
from Ava, and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, 
and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the 
children of Israel; and they possessed Samaria, and 
dwelt in the cities thereof 
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EEHOBOAM. 

And Solomon slept with his fathers; and he was buried 
ill the city of David his father : and Rehoboam his son 
reigned in his stead. And Rehoboam went to She- 
chem : for to Shechem were all Israel come to make 
him king. And it came to pass, when Jero- 
975 boam the son of Nebat (who was in Egypt, 
B.C. whither he had fled from the presence of Solo- 
mon the king) heard it, that Jeroboam returned 
out of Egypt. And they sent and called him ; so Jero- 
boam and all Israel came, and spake to Kehoboam, 
saying, Thy father made our yoke grievous ; now there- 
fore ease thou somewhat the grievous servitude of thy 
father, and his heavy yoke that he put upon us, and we 
will serve thee. And he said unto them. Come again 
unto me after three days. And the people departed. 

And king Rehoboam took counsel with the old men 
that had stood before Solomon his father while he yet 
lived, saying, What counsel give ye me to return to 
this people 1 And they spake unto him, saying, If 
thou be kind unto this people, and please them, and 
speak good words to them, they will be thy servants 
for ever. But he forsook the counsel which the old 
men gave him, and took counsel with the young men 
that were brought up with him, that stood before him. 
And he said unto them. What advice give ye, that we 




BEHOBOAH. 65 

may return answer to this people, which have spoken 
to me, saying, Ease somewhat the yoke that thy father 
did put upon us? And the young men that were 
brought up with him spake unto him, saying. Thus 
shalt thou answer the people that spake unto thee, 
saying, Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make 
thou it somewhat lighter for us : thus shalt thou say 
unto them. My little finger shall be thicker than my 
father's loins. For whereas my father put a heavy 
yoke upon you, I will put more to your yoke : my 
father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise 
you with scorpions. 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Behoboam 
on the third day, as the king bade, saying, Come again 
to me on the third day. And the king answered them 
roughly : and king iRehoboam forsook the counsel of 
the old men, and answered them after the advice of the 
young men, saying, My father made your yoke heavy, 
but I will add thereto ; my father chastised you with 
whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. So the 
king hearkened not unto the people ; for the cause 
was of God, that the Lord might perform his word, 
which he spake by the hand of Ahijah the Shilonite 
to Jeroboam the son of Nebat. And when all Israel 
saw that the king would not hearken unto them, the 
people answered the king, saying, What portion have 
we in David; and we have none inheritance in the 
son of Jesse ; every man to your tents, O Israel ; and 
now, David, see to thine own house. So all Israel 
went to their tents. But as for the children of Israel 
that dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned 
over them. Then king Rehoboam sent Hadoram, that 
was over the tribute ; and the children of Israel stoned 
him with stones, that he died; but king Rehoboam 
made speed to get him up to his chariot, to flee to 
Jerusalem. And Israel rebelled against the house of 
David unto this day. 

And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he 
gathered of the house of Judah and Benjamin an hun- 
dred and fourscore thousand chosen men, whicb ^^x^ 

F 
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warriors, to fight against Israel, that he might bring 
the kingdom again to Behoboam. But the word of 
the Lord came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 
Speak \mto Behoboam the son of Solomon, king of 
Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and Benjamin, say- 
ing, Thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor 
fight against your brethren : return every man to his 
house ; for this thing is done of me. And they obeyed 
the words of the Lord, and returned from going against 
Jeroboam. 

And Behoboam dwelt in Judah, and built cities for 
defence in Judah. He built even Beth-lehem, and Et- 
am, and Tekoa, and Beth-zur, and Shoco, and AduUam, 
and Gath, and Mareshah, and Ziph, and Adoraim, and 
Lachish, and Azekah, and Zorah, and Aijalon, and 
Hebron, which are in Judah and in Benjamin fenced 
cities. And he fortified the strong holds, and put cap- 
tains in them, and store of victual, and of oil and wine. 
And in every several city he put shields and spears, 
and made them exceeding strong, having Judah and 
Benjamin on his side. 

And the priests and the Levites that were in all 
Israel resorted to him out of all their coasts. For 
the Levites left theii* suburbs, and their possession, 
and came to Judah and Jerusalem ; for Jeroboam and 
his sons had cast them off from executing the priest's 
office unto the Lord : and he ordained him priests for 
the high places, and for the devils, and for the calves 
which he had made. And after them, out of all the 
tribes of Israel, such as set their hearts to seek the 
Lord God of Israel, came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto 
the Lord God of their fathers. So they strengthened 
the kingdom of Judah, and made Behoboam the son 
of Solomon strong, three years : for three years they 
walked in the way of David and Solomon. 

And Behoboam took him Mahalath, the daughter of 
Jerimoth the son of David, to wife, and Abihail, the 
daughter of Eliab the son of Jesse ; which bare him 
children; Jeush, and Shamariah, and Zaham. And 
after her he took Maachah, the daughter of Absalom, 
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i^hich bare him Abijali, and Attai, and Ziza, and 
Shelomith. And Hehoboam loved Maachah the 
daughter of Absalom above all his wives and his 
concubines: (for he took eighteen wives, and three- 
score concubines; and begat twenty and eight sons, 
and threescore daughters.) And Kehoboam made 
Abijah the son of Maachah the chief, to be ruler 
•among his brethren : for he thought to make him King. 
And he dealt wisely, and dispersed of all his children 
throughout all the countries of Judah and Benjamin, 
unto every fenced city ; and he gave them victual in 
abundance : and he desired many wives. 

And it came to pass, when E/choboam had established 
the kingdom, and had strengthened himself, he forsook 
the law of the Lobd, and all Israel with him. And it 
came .to pass, that, in the fifth year of king Hehoboam, 
Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, be- 
cause they had transgressed against the Lord, with 
twelve hundred chariots, and threescore thousand 
horsemen : and the people were without number that 
came with him out of Egypt ; the Lubims, the Suk- 
kiims, and the Ethiopians. And he took the fenced 
cities which pertained to Judah, and came to Jeru- 
salem. Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Keho- 
beam, and to the princes of Judah that were gathered 
together to Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said 
^unto them, Thus saith the Lord, Ye have forsaken 
me, and therefore have I also left you in the hand of 
Shishak. Whereupon the princes of Israel and the 
king humbled themselves; and they said, The Lobd 
is righteous. And when the Lord saw that they 
humbled themselves, the word of the Lord came to 
Sbemaiah, saying. They have humbled themselves; 
therefore I will not destroy them, but I will grant 
them some deliverance ; and my wrath shall not ,be 
poured out upon Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak. 
^Nevertheless they shall be his servants : that they may 
know my service, and the service of the kingdoms of 
the countries. 

So Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jecoe* 
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salem, and took away the treasures of the house of 
the Lord, and the treasures of the king's house; 
he took all : he carried away also the shields of gold 
which Solomon had made.* Instead of which king 
Rehoboam made shields of brass, and committed them 
to the hands of the chief of the guard, that kept the 
entrance of the king's house. And when the king 
entered into the house of the Lord, the guard came 
and fetched them, and brought them again into the 
guard-chamber. 

And when he humbled himself, the wrath of the 
Lord turned from him, that he would not destroy him 
altogether : and also in Judah things went well. So 
king Rehoboam strengthened himself in Jerusalem, 
and reigned ; for Rehoboam was one and forty years 
old when he began to reign, and he reigned seventeen 
years in Jerusalem, the city which the Lord had 
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name 
there : and his mother's name was Naamah an Am- 
monitess. And he did evil, because he prepared not 
his heart to seek the Lord. And there were wars 
between Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually. And 
Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was buried in 
the city of David : and Abijah his son reigned in 
his stead. 

* A symbolical representation of this successful expedition 
by the Egyptians may still be seen on the outer wall of the 
palace temple at Kamak. In the inscription are given the 
names of 133 places which yielded to the conrxuerors, and 
among these are not a few (such as Shunem and Megiddo) 
which belonged to the northern kingdom of Israel. On its 
first discovery this fact was very perplexing, as Jeroboam was 
Shishak's vassal and ally. On closer observation, however, it 
was seen that these were either Levitical cities or Canaanito 
strongholds, which Shishak subdued and handed over to Jero- 
boam — a fact which not only removes this diflSculty, but helps 
to explain other parts of the narrative. It confirms the state- 
ment of the sacred writer, that the Levites at the division of 
the kingdom remained faithful to the house of David ; and it 
shows still further that the original inhabitants of the land 
had taken advantage of the intestine divisions of their con* 
querors to reassert their independence. 
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ABUAH (or Abijam). 

Now, in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam began 
Abijah to reign over Judah. He reigned three years 
in Jerusalem : (his mother's name also was Michaiah, 
the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah :) and there was war 
between Abijah and Jeroboam. And Abijah 
set the battle in array with an army of valiant 957 
men of war, even four hundred thousand chosen b.c. 
men: Jeroboam also set the battle in array 
against him with eight hundred thousand chosen 
men, being mighty men of valour. 

An.d Abijah stood up upon mount Zemaraim, which 
is in mount Ephraim, and said, Hear me, thou Jero* 
boam, and all Israel ; Ought ye not to know that the 
Lord God of Israel gave the kingdom over Israel to 
David for ever, even to him and to his sons by a cove- 
nant of salt 1 Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the 
servant of Solomon the son of David, is risen up, and 
hath rebelled against his lord. And there are gathered 
unto him vain men, the children of Belial, and have 
strengthened themselves against Eehoboam the son of 
Solomon, when Rehoboam was young and tender- 
hearted, and could not withstand them. And now ye 
think to withstand the kingdom of the Lord in the 
hand of the sons of David ; and ye be a great multi- 
tude, and there are with you golden calves, which Jero- 
boam made you for gods. Have ye not cast out the 
priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron and the Levites, 
and have made you priests after the manner of the 
nations of other lands ? so that whosoever cometh to 
consecrate himself with a young bullock and seven 
rams, the same may be a priest of them that are no 
gods. But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we 
have not forsaken him ; and the priests, which minis- 
ter unto the Lord, are the sons of Aaron, and the 
Levites wait upon their business : and they bum unto 
the Lord, every morning and every evening, burnt- 
sacrifices and sweet incense : the shew-bread ^ci ^j^ 
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they in order upon the pure table : and the candlestick 
of gold, with the lamps thereof, to burn every evening : 
for we keep the charge of the Lord our God ; but ye 
have forsaken him. And, behold, God himself is with 
us for our captain, and his priests with sounding trum- 
pets to cry alarm against you. O children of Israel, 
fight ye not against the Lord God of your fathers ; for 
ye shall not prosper. 

But Jeroboam caused an ambushment to come about 
behind them : so they were before Judah," and the am- 
bushment was behind them. And when Judah looked 
back, behold, the battle was before and behind ; and 
they cried imto the Lord, and the priests sounded 
with the trumpets. Then the men of Judah gave a 
shout : and as the men of Judah shouted, it came to 
pass, that God smote Jeroboam and all Israel before 
Abijah and Judah. And the children of Israel fled 
before Judah : and God delivered them into their hand. 
. And Abijah and his people slew them with a great 
slaughter : so there fell down slain of Israel five hun- 
dred thousand chosen men. 

Thus the children of Israel were brought under at 
that time, and the children of Judah prevailed, because 
they relied upon the Lord God of their fathers. And 
Abijah pursued after Jeroboam, and took cities from 
him; Beth-el with the towns thereof, and Jeshanah 
with the towns thereof, and Ephraim with the towns 
thereof. Neither did Jeroboam recover strength again 
in the days of Abijah: and the Lord struck iim and 
he died. But Abijah waxed mighty, and married four- 
teen wivfes, and begat twenty and two sons, and six- 
teen daughters. So Abijah slept with his fathers, and 
they buried him in the city of D^^vid : and Asa his son. 
reigned in his stead* 
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ASA. 



In bis days the land was quiet ten years. And Asa 
did that which was good and righb in the eyes of 
the LoBD his God : for he took away the altars 
of the strange gods, and the high places, and 965 
brake down the images, and cut down the b.c. 
groves: and commanded Judah to seek the 
JjORD God of their fathers, and to do the law and the 
commandment. Also he took away out of all the cities 
of Judah, the high places and the images : and the 
kingdom was quiet before him. 

And he buQt fenced cities in Judah : for the land 
had rest, and he had no war in those years ; because 
the Lord had given him rest. Therefore he said unto 
Judah, Let us build these cities, and make about them 
walls and towers, gates and bars, while the land is yet 
before us ; because we have sought the Lord our God, 
we have sought him, and he hath given us rest on every 
side : so they built and prospered. And Asa had an 
army of men that bare targets and spears, out of Judah 
three hundred thousand ; and out of Benjamin, that 
bare shields and drew bows, two hundred and four- 
score thousand : all these were mighty men of valour. 

And there came out against them Zerah the Ethio- 
pian, with an host of a thousand thousand, and three 
hundred chariots ; and came unto Mareshah.* Then 
Asa went out against him, and they set the battle in 
array in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. And 
Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, Lord, it 
is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or 
with them that have no power : help us, O Lord our 
God; for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go 
against this multitude. O Lord, thou art our God ; 
let not man prevail against thee. So the Lord smote 

* In the tribe of Judah, about thirty miles south-west from 
Jerusalem. It is often mentioned both in the Scriptures and 
bj Josephus, and must have been a place of considerable 
importance. 
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the Ethiopians before Asa, and before Judah : and the 
Ethiopians fled. And Asa, and the people that were 
with him, pursued them unto Gerar : and the Ethio- 
pians were overthrown, that they could not recover 
themselves ; for they were destroyed before the Lord, 
and before his host : and they carried away very much 
spoil. And they smote all the cities round about 
Gerar ; for the fear of the Lord came upon them : 
and they spoiled all the cities ; for there was exceeding 
much spoil in them. They smote also the tents of 
cattle, and carried away sheep and camels in abun- 
dance, and returned to tferusalem. 

And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son 
of Oded : and he went out to meet Asa, and said unto 
him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin ; 
the Lord is with you, while ye be with him ; and if 
ye seek him, he will be found of you ; but if ye forsake 
him, he wiU forsake you. Now for a long season Israel 
hath been without the true G^d, and without a teach- 
ing priest, and without law. But when they in their 
trouble did turn unto the Lord God of Israel, and 
sought him, he was found of them. And in those 
times there was no peace to him that went out, nor to 
him that came in, but great vexations were upon all 
the inhabitants of the countries. And nation waa 
destroyed of nation, and city of city : for God did vex 
them with all adversity. Be ye strong therefore, and 
let not your hands be weak ; for your work shall be 
rewarded. 

And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy 
of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and put away 
the abominable idols out of all the land of Judah and 
Benjamin, and out of the cities which he had taken 
from mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of the 
Lord that was before the porch of the Lord. And 
he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the strangers 
with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and out of 
Simeon : (for they fell to him out of Israel in abun- 
dance, when they saw that the Lord his God was with 
him :) so they gathered themselves together at Jem- 
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salem in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of Asa. And they offered nnto the Lord the 
same time, of the spoil which they had brought, seven 
hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep. And they 
entered into a covenant to seek the Lord God of their 
fathers with all their heart, and with all their soul ; 
that whosoever would not seek the Lord God of Israel 
should be put to death, whether small or great, whether 
man or woman. And they sware unto the Lord with 
a loud voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, 
and with comets. And all Judah rejoiced at the oath : 
for they had sworn with all their heart, and sought 
him with their whole desire; and he was found of 
them : and the Lord gave them rest round about. 

And also concerning Maachah, the mother of Asa the 
king, he removed her from being queen, because she 
had made an idol in a grove : and Asa cut down her 
idol, and stamped it, and burnt it at the brook Kidron. 
But the high places were not taken away out of Israel: 
nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect all his days. 
And he brought into the house of God the things thai 
his father had dedicated, and that he himself had dedi 
cated, silver and gold, and vessels. And there was no 
more war unto the five and thirtieth year of the reign 
of Asa. 

In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa^ 
Baasha king of Israel came up against Judah, and 
built Bamah, to the intent that he might let none go 
out or. come in to Asa king of Judah. Then A^a 
brought out silver and gold out of the treasures of the 
house of the Lord, and of the king's house, and sent 
to Ben-hadad king of Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, 
saying. There is a league between me and thee, as 
there was between my father and thy father : behold, 
I have sent thee silver and gold ; go, break thy league 
with Baasha king of Israel, that he may depart from 
me. And Ben-hadad hearkened imto king Asa, and 
sent the captains of his armies against the cities of 
Israel ; and they smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abel-maim, 
and all the store-cities of JSTaphtali. And it came to 
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pass, when Baasha heard it, that he left off building of 
T^TinA.lt^ and let his work cease. Then Asa the Hng 
took all Judah ; and they carried away the stones of 
Bamah, and the timber thereof, wherewith Baasha was 
building ; and he built therewith Geba and Mizpah. 

And at that time Hanani the seer came to As^ king 
of Judah, and said unto him, Because thou hast relied 
on the king of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy 
Qod, therefore is the host of the king of Syiia escap^ 
out of thine hand. Were not the Ethopians and the 
lAibims a huge host, with very many chariots and 
horsemen 1 yet, because thou didst rely on the Lord, 
he delivered them into thine hand. For the eyes of 
the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, 
to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose 
heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done 
foolishly; therefore from henceforth thou shalt have 
wars, llien Asa was wroth with the seer, and put 
him in a prison-house ; for he was in a rage with him 
because of this thing. And Asa oppressed some of the 
people the same time. 

And Asa, in the thirty and ninth year of his reign,^ 
was diseased in his feet, until his disease was exceed- 
ing great ; yet in his disease he sought not to the Lord, 
but to the physicians. And Asa slept with his fathers, 
and died in the one and fortieth year of his reign. 
And they buried him in his own sepulchres, which he 
had made for himself in the city of David, and laid 
him in the bed which was £lled with sweet odours and 
divers kinds of spices prepared by the apothecaries*^ 
art : and they made a very great burning for him. 
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JEHOSEAFHAT. 



[The remarkable victory which this kinff gained over the 
Moabites and their allies, is probably referred to in Ps. IxxxiiL ; 
Ps. ^vii. ; Ps. xlviii According to Hengstenberg, the 83rd 
was composed in anticipation of victory, the 47th was sung on 
or near me field of battle, and the 48th was the triumphant 
ode that was chanted in the Temple after the return of Jeho- 
shaphat to Jerusalem. These Psalms are introduced at the 
dose of this reign.] 

And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, and 
strengthened himself against Israel. And he placed 
forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, and set garri- 
sons in the land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim, 
which Asa his father had taken. And the Lord 
was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the 914 
first ways of his father David, and sought not B.c. 
unto Baalim; but sought to the Lord God of 
his father, and walked in his commandments, and not 
after the doings of Israel. Therefore the Lord stab- 
lished the kingdom in his hand ; and all Judah brought 
to Jehoshaphat presents; and he had riches and honour 
in abundance. And his heart was lifted up in the ways 
of the Lord : moreover, he took away the high placies 
and groves out of Judah. 

-Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his 
princes, even to Ben-hail, and to Obadiah,* and to Zee- 
hariab, and to Kethaneel, and to Michaiah, to teach in 
the cities of Judah. And with them he sent Levites, 

* Probably the same as he whose prophecy a^iinst Edom 
forms the shortest book in the Old Testament. The "day of 
their calamity " referred to by him (ver. 11-16), may have been 
the capture of Jerusalem by the Philistines and Arabians dur- 
ing the next reign, on which as on other occasions the Edom- 
ites doubtless manifested a most unbrotherly spirit. On the 
sabject, however, of this prophet's history and era very differ- 
ent opinions aire held, and we have only given what seems to 
ns the most probable. Hofmann and DeUtzch both consider 
Mm the oldest prophetic writer extant. 
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even Shemaiah, and Nethaniah, and Zebadiab, and 
Asahel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehonathan, and Ado- 
nijah, and Tobijah, and Tob-adonijah, Levites ; and 
with them Elishama and Jehoram, priests. And they 
taught in Judah, and had the book of the law of the 
Lord with them, and went about throughout all the 
cities of Judah, and taught the people. 

And the fear of the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms 
of the lands that were round about Judah, so that 
they made no war against Jehoshaphat. Also some 
of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat presents, and 
tribute-silver; and the Arabians brought him flocks, 
seven thousand and seven hundred rams, and seven 
thousand and seven hundred he-goats. 

And Jehoshaphat waxed great exceedingly ; and he 
built in Judah castles, and cities of store. And he 
had much business in the cities of Judah: and the 
men of war, mighty men of valour, were in Jerusalem. 
And these are the numbers of them, according to the 
house of their fathers : of Judah, the captains of thou- 
sands ; Adnah the chief, and with him mighty men of 
valour three hundred thousand ; and next to him was 
Jehohanan the captain, and with him two hundred and 
fourscore thousand; and next him was Amasiah the 
son of Zichri, who willingly offered himself unto the 
Lord ; and with him two hundred thousand mighty 
men of valour : and of Benjamin ; Eliada, a mighty 
man of valour, and with him armed men with bow and 
shield two hundred thousand; and next him was 
Jehozabad, and with him an hundred and fourscore 
thousand ready prepared for the war. These waited on 
the king, besides those whom the king put in the fenced 
cities throughout all Judah. 

Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abun- 
dance, and joined affinity with Ahab. And after cer- 
tain years he went down to Ahab to Samaria ; * and 
Ahab killed sheep and oxen for him in abundance, 
and for the people that he had with him, and persuaded 

* This was now the capital of the kingdom of Israel, having 
been built by Omri the father ot Ahab. 
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hJTn to go up with Hm to Ramoth-gilead.* And Ahab 
king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat king of Jndah, 
Wilt thou go with me to E-amoth-gilead 1 And he 
answered him, I am as thou art, and my people as thy 
people ; and we will be with thee in the war. And 
Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire, I 
pray thee, at the word of the Lobd to-day. Therefore 
the king of Israel gathered together of prophets four 
hundred men, and said unto them, Shall we go to 
Bamoth-gilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And they 
said, Gro up ; for God will deliver it into the king's hand. 

But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet 
of the Lord besides, that we might enquire of him ? 
And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There 
is yet one man, by whom we may enquire of the 
Lord : but I hate him ; for he never prophesied good 
unto me, but always evil : the same is Micaiah the son 
of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said. Let not the king say 
so. And the king of Israel called for one of his officers, 
and said, Fetch quickly Micaiah the son of Imla. And 
the king of Israel, and Jehoshaphat king of Judah, sat 
either of them on his throne, clothed in their robes, and 
they sat in a void [or open] place at the entering in of the 
gate of Samaria ; and all the prophets prophesied be- 
fore them. And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had 
made him horns of iron, and said. Thus saith the Lord, 
With these thou shalt push Syria until they be con- 
sumed. And all the prophets prophesied so, sa3ring, 
Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and prosper ; for the Lord 
shall deliver it into the hand of the king. 

And the messenger that went to call Micaiah spake to 
him, saying. Behold, the words of the prophets declare 
good to the king with one assent : let thy word therefore, 
I pray thee, be like one of theirs, and speak thou good. 
And Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, even what my 
God saith, that will I speak. And when he was come 
to the king, the king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we 

* This was one of the cities of refuge on the east side of the 
Jordan (Dent. iv. 43 ; Josh. xx. 8), and at this time was in 
DOSseBsion of the Svrians. 
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go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall 'I forbear 1 And 
be said, Go ye -up, and prosper, and they shall be de- 
livered into your hand. And the king said to him. 
How many times shall I adjure thee that thou say 
nothing but the truth to me in the name of the Lokd 1 
Then he said, I did see all Israel scattered upon the 
mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd : and the 
LoBD said, These have no master; let them return 
therefore every man to his house in peace. And the 
king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee 
that he would not prophesy good unto me, but evil ] 
Again he said, Therefore hear the word of the Lord ; 
I saw the Lord sitting upon his throne, and all the 
host of heaven standing on his right hand and on his 
left. And the Lord said, Who shall entice Ahab king 
of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Kamoth-gilead 1 
And one spake saying after this manner, and another 
saying after thab manner. Then there came out a 
spirit, and stood before the Lord, and said, I will 
entice him. And the Lord said unto him. Where- 
with? And he said, I will go out, and be a lying 
spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And the 
Lord said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou shalt 
also prevail : go out, and do even so. Now there- 
fore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying spirit in 
the mouth of these thy prophets, and the Lord 
hath spoken evil against thee. 

Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near, and 
smote Micaiah upon the cheek, and said, Which way 
went the Spirit of the Lord from me to speak unto thee % 
And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see on that day 
when thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thy- 
self. Then the king of Israel said, Take ye Micaiah, and 
carry him back to Amon the governor of the city, and 
to Joash the king's son ; and say. Thus saith the king, 
Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him with bread 
of affliction, and with water of affliction, until I return 
in peace. And Micaiah said, If thou certainly return 
in peace, then hath not the Lord spoken by me. And 
he said, Hearken, all ye people. 
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So the king of Israel, and Jehosliapliat the king of 
J'udah, went up to Kamoth-gileacL And the king of 
Israel said unto Jdiosliaphat, I will disguise myself, and 
will go to the battle ; but put thou on thy robes. So the 
king of Israel disguised himself; and they went to the 
•battle. Kow the king of Syria had commanded the cap- 
tains of the chariots that were with him, saying, Fight 
ye not with small or great, save only with the king of 
Israel. And it came to pass, when the captains of the 
chfuiots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, It is the 
king of Israel ; therefore they compassed about him to 
£ght : but Jehoshaphat cried out, and the Lord helped 
hnn ; and God moved them to depart from him. For 
it came to pass, that, when ttie captains of the chariots 
perceived that it was not the king of Israel, they 
turned back again £tx)m pursuing him. And a certain 
man drew a bow at a venture, and smote the king of 
Israel between the joints of the harness : therefore he 
said to his chariot man, Turn thine hand, that thou 
mayest carry me out of the host ; for I am wounded. 
And the battle increased that day : howbeit the king 
of Israel stayed himself up in his chariot against the 
Syrians until the even ; and about the time of the sun 
going down he died. 

And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his 
house in peace to Jerusalem. And Jehu the son of 
TTanani the seer went- out to meet him, and said to 
king Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help the ungodly, 
and love them that hate the Loed ? therefore is wrath 
upon thee from before the Lord. Nevertheless there 
are good things found in thee, in that thou hast taken 
away the groves out of the land, and hast prepared 
thine heart to seek God. * 

And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem : and he went 
out again through the people, from Beer-sheba to mount 
Ephraim, and brought them back unto the Lord God of 
their fathers. And he set judges in the land, through- 
out all the fenced cities of Judah, city by city ; and 
said to the judges. Take heed what ye do : for ye judge 
not for man, but for the Lord, who is with you in the 
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judgment. Wherefore now, let the fear of the Lord 
be upon you ; take heed, and do it ; for there is no 
iniquity with the Lord our God, nor respect of per- 
sons, nor taking of gifts. 

Moreover, in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat set of the 
Levites, and of the priests, and of the chief of the 
fathers of Israel, for the judgment of the Lord, and 
for controversies, when they returned to Jerusalem. 
And he charged them, saying. Thus shall ye do in the 
fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with a perfect heart. 
And what cause soever shall come to you of your 
brethren that dwell in their cities, between blood and 
blood, between law and commandment, statutes and 
judgments, ye shall even warn them that they trespass 
not against the Lord, and so wrath come upon you, 
and upon your brethren : this do, and ye shall not 
trespass. And, behold, Amariah the chief priest is 
over you in all matters of the Lord; and Zebadiah 
the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, 
for all the king's matters : also the Levites shall be 
officers before you. Deal courageously, and the Lord 
shall be with the good. 

It came to pass after this also, that the children of 
Moab, and the children of Anmion, and with them 
other besides the Ammonites, came against Jehosha- 
phat to battle. Then there came some that told 
Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great multitude 
against thee from beyond the sea, on this side Syria ; 
and, behold, they be in Hazazon-tamar, which is En- 
gedi.* And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to 
seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all 
Judah. And Judah gathered themselves together to 
ask help of the Lord: even out of all the cities of 
Judah they came to seek the Lord. And Jehosha- 
phat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, 
in the house of the Lord, before the new court, and 
said, O Lord God of our fathers, art not thou God in 
heaven ? and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of 
the heathen 1 and in thine hand is there not power and 

* On the west shore of the Dead Sea. 
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might, so that none is able to withstand thee 1 Art 
not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants 
of this land before thy people Israel, and gavest it to 
the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever 1 And they 
dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein 
for thy name, saying, If, when evil cometh upon us, as 
the sword, judgment or pestilence, or famine, we stand 
before this house, and in thy presence (for thy name is 
in this house), and cry unto thee in our affliction, then 
thou wilt hear and help. And now, behold, the chil- 
dren of Ammon, and Moab, and mount Seir, whom 
thou wouldest not let Israel invade, when they came 
out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them, 
and destroyed them not ; behold, I say, how they re- 
ward us, to come to cast us out of thy possession, which 
thou hast givei/ us to inherit. O our God, wilt thou 
not judge themi for we have no might against this 
great company that cometh against us ; neither know 
we what to do ; but our eyes are upon thee. 

And all Judah stood before the Lord, with their little 
ones, their wives, and their children. Then upon Jaha- 
ziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of 
Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of 
Asaph, came the Spirit of the Lord in the midst of the 
congregation ; and he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and 
ye inhabitani^ of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehosha- 
phat^ Thus saith the Lord unto you. Be not afraid nor 
dismayed by reason of this great multitude ; for the 
battle is not yours, but God's. To-morrow go ye down 
against them : behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz ; 
and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before 
the wilderness of Jeruel. Ye shall not need to fight 
in this battle : set yourselves, stand ye still, and see 
the salvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and 
Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to-morrow 
go out against them : for the Lord will be with you. 
And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the 
ground; and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem fell before the Lord, worshipping the Lord. And 
the Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of 

G 
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the children of the Korhites, stood up to praise the 
Lord God of Israel with a loud voice on high. 

And they rose early in the morning, and went forth 
into the wilderness of Tekoa : and as they went forth, 
Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and 
ye inhabitants of Jeinisalem; Believe in the Loiu> 
your God, so shall ye be established ; believe his pro- 
phets, so shall ye prosper. And when he had con- 
sulted with the people, he appointed singers unto- 
the Lord, and that should praise the beauty of holi- 
ness, as they went out before the army, and to say. 
Praise the Lord ; for his mercy endureth for ever. 
And when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord* 
set ambushments against the children of Ammon and 
Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against 
Judah ; and they were smitten. For the children of 
Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of 
moiuit Seir, utterly to slay and destroy them : and 
when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, 
every one helped to destroy another. 

Aid when Judah came toward the watch-tower in 
the wilderness, they looked unto the multitude, and, 
behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and 
none escaped. And when Jehoshaphat and his people 
came to take away the spoil of them, they found among 
them in abimdance both riches with the dead bodies, 
and precious jewels (which they stripped off for them- 
selves), more than they could carry away : and they 
were three days in gathering of the spoil, it was so 
much. And on the fourth day they assembled them- 
selves in the valley of Berachah ; for there they blessed 
the Lord : therefore the name of the same place was 
called, The valley of Berachah [or blessing] unto this 
day. Then they returned, every man of Judah and 
Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in the fore- front of them, 
to go again to Jerusalem with joy : for the Lord had 
made them to rejoice over their enemies. And they 
came to Jerusalem with psalteries, and harps, and 
trumpets, unto the house of the Lord. And the fear 
of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries,. 
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when they had heard that the Lord fought against 
the enemies of Israel. 

So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet ; for his God 
gave him rest round about. And Jehoshaphat reigned 
over Judah. He was thirty and five years old when 
he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and five 
years in Jerusalem : and his mother's name was Azu- 
bah, the daughter of Shilhi. And he walked in the 
way of Asa his father, and departed not from it, doing 
that which was right in the sight of the Lord. How- 
beit the high places were not taken away ; for as yet 
the people had not prepared their hearts unto the God 
of their fathers. 

And affcer this did Jehoshaphat king of Judah join 
himself with Ahaziah king of Israel, who did very 
wickedly: and he joined himself with him to make 
ships to go to Tarshish : and they made the ships in 
Ezion-geber. Then Eliezer, the son of Dodavah of 
Mareshah, prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying, 
Because thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah, the 
Lord hath broken thy works. And the ships were 
broken, that they were not able to go to Tarshish. 

** Keep not thou silence, O God : hold not thy peace, 
and be not still, O God. For, lo, thine enemies make 
a tumult ; and they that hate thee have lifted up the 
head. They have taken crafty counsel against thy 
people, and consulted against thy hidden ones. They 
have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a 
nation ; that the name of Israel may be no more in 
remembrance. For they have consulted together with 
one consent : they are confederate against thee : the 
tabernacles of Edom,.and the Ishmaelites ; of Moab, 
and the Hagarenes ; Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; 
the Philistines, with the inhabitants of Tyre ; Assur 
also is joined with them : they have holpen the chil- 
dren of Lot. Do unto them as unto the Midian- 
ites ; as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the brook of Kison : 
which perished at En-dor: they became as dung for 
the earth. Make their nobles like Oreb and like 
Zeeb ; yea, all their princes as Zebah and ^va TeXr 
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munna ; who said, Let us take to ourselves the houses 
of God in possession. O my God, make them like a 
wheel ; as the stubble before the wind. As the fire 
bumeth a wood, and as the flame setteth the moun- 
tains on fire ; so persecute them with thy tempest, and 
make them afraid with thy storm : fill their faces with 
shame ; that they may seek thy name, O Lord. Let 
them be confounded and troubled for ever : yea, let 
them be put to shame, and perish : that men may know 
that thou, whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art the 
most High over all the earth " (Ps. Ixxxiii). 

" O clap your hands, all ye people ; shout unto God 
with the voice of triumph : for the Lord most High 
is terrible ; he is a great King over all the earth. He 
shall subdue the people under us, and the nations 
under our feet. He shall choose our inheritance for 
us, the excellency of Jacob, whom he loved. God 
is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound 
of a trumpet. Sing praises to God, sing praises ; sing 
praises unto our King, sing praises. For God is the 
King of all the earth ; sing ye praises with understand- 
ing. God reigneth over the heathen : God sitteth upon 
the throne of his holiness. The princes of the people 
are gathered together, even the people of the God of 
Abraham; for the shields of the earth belong unto 
God ; he is greatly exalted " (Ps. xlvii). 

" Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the 
city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. Beauti- 
ful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount 
Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great 
King. God is known in her palaces for a refuge. For, 
lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. 
They saw it, and so they marvelled ; they were troubled, 
and hasted away. Fear took hold upon them there, 
and pain,*as of a woman in travail. Thou breakest 
the ships of Tarshish with an east wind. As we have 
heard, so have we seen in the city of the Lord of hosts, 
in the city of our God: God will establish it for 
ever. "We have thought of thy loving-kindness, O 
God, in the midst of thy temple. According to thy 
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name, O God, so is thy praise iinto the ends of the 
earth : thy right hand is full of righteousness. Let 
mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be 
glad, because of thy judgments. "Walk about Zion, 
and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. 
Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces ; that 
ye may tell it to the generation following. For this 
God is our God for ever and ever : he will be our guide 
even unto death " (Ps. xlviii). 
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[For the reason mentioned in the last footnote, we introduce 
at the close of this section the prophecy of Obadiah, the fulfil- 
ment of which is probably to be found in the overthrow of the 
Edomites by Amaziah (2 Chron. xxv. 11). On this subject 
there is an interesting article in Fairbaim's " Bible-Diction- 
ary," under the word Obadiali.'] 

Now Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried 
with his fathers in the city of David : and Jehoram his 
son reigned in his stead. And he had brethren, the 
sons of Jehoshaphat, Azariah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, 
and ALzariah, and Michael, and Shephatiah : all 
these were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of 889 
Judah. And their father gave them great gifts B.c. 
of silver, and of gold, and of precious things, 
with fenced cities in Judah : but the kingdom 
gave he to Jehoram, because he was the first-bom, 
Now, when Jehoram was risen up to the kingdom of 
his father, he strengthened himself, and slew all his 
brethren with the sword, and divers also of the princes 
of Israel. 

Jehoram was thirty and two years old when he 
began to reign ; and he reigned eight years in Jerusa- 
lem. Ajid he walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, like as did the house of Ahab : for he had the 
daughter of Ahab to wife : and he wrought that which 
was evil in the eyes of the Lord. Howbeit the Lobd 
would not destroy the house of David, because of the 
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covenant tliat he had made with David, and as he 
promised to give a light to him and to his sons for ever. 

In his days the Edomites revolted from under the 
dominion of Judah, and made themselves a king. 
Then Jehoram went forth with his princes, and all his 
chariots with him : and he rose up by night and smote 
the Edomites which compassed him in, and the captains 
of the chariots. So the Edomites revolted from under 
the hand of Judah unto this day. The same time also 
did Libnah revolt from under his hand ; because he 
had forsaken the Lord God of his fathers. 

Moreover, he made high places in the mountains of 
Judah, and caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to 
commit fornication, and compelled Judah thereto. And 
there came a writing to him from Elijah the prophet, 
saying. Thus saith the Lord God of David thy father. 
Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehosha- 
phat thy father, nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah, 
but hast walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and 
hast made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to 
go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the house of 
Ahab, and also hast slain thy brethren of thy father's 
house, which were better than thyself: behold, with a 
great plague will the Lord smite thy people, and thy 
children, and thy wives, and all thy goods ; and thou 
shalt have great sickness by disease of thy bowels, until 
thy bowels fall out by reason of the sickness day by 
day. 

Moreover, the Lord stirred up against Jehoram the 
spirit of the Philistines, and of the Arabians, that were 
near the Ethiopians : and they came up into Judah, 
and brake into it, and carried away all the substance 
that was found in the king's house, and his sons also, 
and his wives ; so that there was never a son left him, 
save Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons. 

And after all this the Lord smote him in his bowels 

^ with an incurable disease. And it came to pass, that, 

in process of time, after the end of two years, his 

bowels fell out by reason of his sickness : so he died 

of sore diseases : and his people made no burning for 
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him, like the burning of his fathers. Thirty and two 
years old was he when he began to reign; and he 
reigned in Jerusalem eight years, and departed without 
being desired : howbeit they buried him in the city of 
David, but not in the sepulchres of the kings. 

*' The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord God 
<»neeming Edom ; We have heard a rumour from the 
Lord, and an ambassador is sent among the heathen, 
Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle. 
^Behold, I have made thee small among the heathen : 
thou art greatly despised. The pride of tliine heart 
hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of 
the rock, whose habitation is high ; that saith in his 
heart. Who shall bring me down to the groimd? 
Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and tliough 
thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring 
thee down, saith the Lord. If thieves come to thee, 
if robbers by night, (how art thou cut off !) would they 
not have stolen till they had enough] if the grape-* 
gatherers came to thee, would they not leave some 
grapes'? How are the things of Esau searched out! 
how are his hidden things sought up ! All the men 
of thy confederacy have brought thee even to the 
border ; the men that were at peace with thee have 
deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they that 
•eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee : there is 
none understanding in him. Shall I not in that day, 
saith the Lord, even destroy the wise men out of 
Edom, and understanding out of the mount of Esau? 
And thy mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed, to 
the end that every one of the mount of Esau may be 
cut off by slaughter. For thy violence against thy 
brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt 
be cut off for ever. In the day that thou stoodest on 
the other side, in the day that the strangers carried 
away captive his forces, and foreigners entered into 
his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even thou 
wast as one of them. But thou shouldest not have 
'ooked on the day of thy brother in the day that he 
became a stranger; neither shouldest thou have re- 
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joiced over the children of Judah in the day of their 
destruction ; neither shouldest thou have spoken proudly 
in the day of distress. Thou shouldest not have entered 
into the gate of my people in the day of their calamity; 
yea, thou shouldest not have looked on their affliction 
in the day of their calamity, nor have laid hands on 
their substance in the day of their calamity ; neither 
shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, to cut off 
those of his that did escape; neither shouldest thou 
have delivered up those of his that did remain in the 
day of distress. For the day of the Lord is near upon 
all the heathen : as thou hast done, it shall be done 
unto thee : thy reward shall return upon thine own 
head. For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, 
so shall all the heathen drink continually, yea, they 
shall drink, and they shall swallow down, and they 
shall be as though they had not been. But upon 
mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be 
holiness; and the house of Jacob shall possess their 
possessions" (Obad. 1-17). 

AHAZIAH (or Jehoahaz). 

[In 2 Chron. xxii. 2, it is stated that this king was forty 
and two years old when he began to reign. This mistake, 
which must be apparent from the age assigned to Jehoram, 
arose probably from the similarity of two Hebrew letters 
which are employed as numerals. This at least is the explana- 
tion given by Keil and Winer, He was the youngest of his 
father's sons, and is the same as Jehoahaz mentioned in the 
previous reign.] 

And the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah his 

youngest son king in his stead : for the band of men 

that came with the Arabians to the camp had slain all 

the eldest. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of 

Judah reigned. Twenty and two years old was 

884 Ahaziah when he began to reign : and he reigned 

B.C. one year in Jerusalem : his mother's name also was 

Athaliah, the daughter of Omri. 

He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab 
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for his mother was his counsellor to do wickedly. 
Wherefore he did eyil in the sight of the Lord, like 
the house of Ahab : for they were his counsellors, after 
the death of his father, to his destruction. He walked 
also after their counsel, and went with Jehoram the 
son of Ahab king of Israel to war against Hazael king 
of Syria at Ramoth-gilead : and the Syrians smote 
Jehoram. And he returned to be healed in Jezreel 
because of the wounds which were given him at 
Bamah, when he fought with Hazael king of Syria. 

And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah 
went down to see Jehoram the son of Ahab at 
Jezreel, because he was sick. And the destruction of 
Ahaziah was of God, by coming to Jehoram : for, when 
he was come, he went out with Jehoram against Jehu 
the son of Nimshi, whom the Lord had anointed to cut 
off the house of Ahab. And it came to pass, that, 
when Jehu was executing judgment upon the house of 
Ahab, and found the princes of Judah, and the sons of 
the brethren of Ahaziah, that ministered to Ahaziah, 
he slew them. And he sought Ahaziah : and they 
caught him (for he was hid in Samaria), and brought 
him to Jehu; and when they had slain him, they 
buried him : Because (said they) he is the son of Jeho- 
shaphat, who sought the Lord with all his heart. So 
the house of Ahaziah had no power to keep still the 
kingdom. 
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ATHALIAH. 



[This wicked -woman wa3 the daughter of Ahab, the in- 
famous king of Israel. In the previous section she is described 
as the daughter of Omri who was the father of Ahab, but this 
is quite in accordance with Hebrew usage. Her marriage with 
Jehoram, king of Judah, was one of the bitter fruits of that 
improper intimacy which his father Jehoshaphat had contracted 
with Ahab, and proved the source of incsdculable evil to the 
house of David.] 

But when Athaliah, the mother of AJiaziah, saw that 
her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the seed 
royal of the house of Judah. But Jehoshabeath, the 
daughter of the king, took Joash, the son of Ahaziah, 
and stole him from among the king's sons that 
883 were slain, and put him and his nurse in a bed- 
B.C. chamber. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of 
king Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada, the priest 
(for she was the sister of Ahaziah,) hid him from 
Athaliah, so that she slew him not. And he was with 
them hid in the house of God six years. And Athaliah 
reigned over the land. 

And in the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened him- 
self, and took the captains of hundreds, Azariah, the 
son of Jeroham, and Ishmael the son of Jehohanan, 
and Azariah the son of Obed^ and Maaseiah the son of 
Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son of Zichri, into covenant 
with him. And they went about in Judah, and 
gathered the Levites out of all the cities of Judah, and 
the chief of the fathers of Israel, and they came to 
Jerusalem. And all the congregation made a covenant 
with the king in the house of God. And he said unto 
them, Behold, the king's son shall reign, as the Lord 
hath said of the sons of David. This is the thing that 
ye shall do : A third part of you entering on the sab- 
bath, of the priests and of the Levites, shall be porters 
of the doors ; and a third part shall be at the king's 
house ; and a third part at the gate of the foundation : 
and all the people shall be in the courts of the house 
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of the Lord. Bat let none come into the house of the 
Lord, save the priests, and they that minister of the 
Levites : they shall go in, for they are holy : but all 
the people shall keep the watch of the Lord. And the 
Levites shall compass the king round about, every man 
with his weapons in his hand; and whosoever else 
cometh into the house, he shall be put to death : but 
be ye with the king when he cometh in, and when he 
^oeth out. 

So the Levites, and all Judah, did according to all 
things that Jehoiada the priest had commanded, and 
took every man his men that were to come in on the 
sabbath, with them that were to go out on the sabbath, 
for Jehoiada the priest dismissed not the courses. 
Moreover, Jehoiada the priest delivered to the captains 
of hundreds spears, and bucklers, and shields, that had 
been king David's, which were in the house of God. 
And he set all the people, every man having his wea- 
pon in his hand, from the right side of the temple to 
the left side of the temple, along by the altar and the 
temple, by the king round about. Then they brought 
out the king's son, and put upon him the crown, and 
gave him the testimony, and made him king; and 
Jehoiada and his sons anointed him, and said, God 
save the king. 

Now, when Athaliah heard the noise of the people 
running and praising the king, she came to the people 
into the house of the Lord. And she looked, and, 
Jbehold, the king stood at his pillar at the entering in, 
and the princes and the trumpets by the king. : and all 
the people of the land rejoiced, and sounded with 
trumpets ; also the singers with instruments of music, 
And such as taught to sing praise. Then Athaliah 
rent her clothes, and said, Treason, Treason! Then 
Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains of hun- 
dreds that were set over the host, and said unto them, 
Have her forth of the ranges; and whoso foUoweth 
her, let him be slain with the sword. For the priest 
«aid. Slay her not in the house of the Lord. So they 
laid hands on her : and when she was come to the 
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entering of the horse-gate, by the king's house, they 
slew her there. 

And Jehoiada made a covenant between him, and 
between all the people, and between the king, that 
they should be the Lord's people. Then all the people 
went to the house of Baal, and brake it down, and 
brake his altars and his images in pieces, and slew 
Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. Also 
Jehoiada appointed the offices of the house of the Lord 
by the hand of the priests the Levites, whom David 
had distributed in the house of the Lord, to offer the 
burnt-offerings of the Lord, as it is written in the law 
of Moses, with rejoicing and with singing, as it was 
ordained by David. And he set the porters at the 
gates of the house of the Lord, that none which was 
unclean in any thing should enter in. And he took 
the captains of hundreds, and the nobles, and the 
governors of the people, and all the people of the land, 
and brought down the king from the house of the 
Lord : and they came through the high gate into the 
king's house, and set the king upon the throne of the 
kingdom. And all the people of the land rejoiced: 
and the city was quiet, after that they had slain 
Athaliah with the sword. 



jOAsn. 

[The elevation of Joash to the throne of Judah is an event 
of great importaDce in the history of redemption. In it we 
see a remarkable illustration of God's promised guidance and 
protection of the house of David.] 

JoASH was seven years old when he began to reign ; 
and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem : his mother's 

name also was Zibiah of Beer-sheba. And Joash 
877 did that which was right in the sight of the 
B.C. Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest. And 

Jehoiada took for him two wives ; and he begat 
sons and daughters. 

And it came to pass after this, that Joash was 
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minded to repair the house of the Lord. And he 
gathered together the priests and the Levites, and said 
to them, Go out unto the cities of Judah, and gather 
of all Israel money to repair the house of your God 
from year to year, and see that ye hasten the matter ; 
howbeit the Levites hastened it not. And the king 
called for Jehoiada the chief, and said unto him. Why 
hast thou not required of the Levites to bring in, out 
of Judah, and out of Jerusalem, the collection, accord- 
ing to the commandment of Moses, the servant of the 
LoBD, and of the congregation of Israel, for the taber- 
nacle of witness 1 For the sons of Athaliah, that 
wicked woman, had broken up the house of God ; and 
also all the dedicated things of the house of the Lord 
did they bestow upon Baalim. And at the king's 
commandment they made a chest, and set it without 
at the gate of the house of the Lord. And they made 
a proclamation through Judah and Jerusalem, to bring 
in to the Lord the collection that Moses, the servant 
of God, laid upon Israel in the wilderness. And all 
the princes, and all the people rejoiced, and brought 
in, and cast into the chest, until they had made an 
end. Now it came to pass, that at what time the 
chest was brought unto the king's olfice by the hand 
of the Levites, and when they saw that there was 
much money, the king's scribe and the high priest's 
officer came and emptied the chest, and took it, and 
carried it to his place again. Thus they did day by 
day, and gathered money in abimdance. 

And the king and Jehoiada gave it to such as did 
the work of the service of the house of the Lord, and 
hired masons and carpenters to repair the house of the 
Lord, and also such as wrought iron and brass to mend 
the house of the Lord. So the workmen wrought, 
and the work was perfected by them, and they set the 
house of God in his state, and strengthened it. And 
when they had finished it, they brought the rest of the 
money before the king and Jehoiada, whereof were 
made vessels for the house of the Lord, even vessels 
to minister, and to offer withal, and spoons, and vessels 
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of gold and silver : and they offered burnt-offerings in 
the hoTise of the Lord continually all the days of 
Jehoiada. 

But Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of days when 
he died : an hundred and thirty years old was he when 
he died. And they buried him in the city of David 
among the kings, because he had done good in Israel, 
both toward God and toward his house. 

Now after the death of Jehoiada came the princes 
of Judah, and made obeisance to the king : then tho 
king hearkened unto tliem. And they left the house 
of the Lord God of their fathers, and served groves 
and idols ; and wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem 
for this their trespass. Yet he sent prophets to them, 
to bring them again unto the Lord : and they testified 
against them : but they would not give ear. And the 
spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada 
the priest, which stood above the people, and said unto . 
them. Thus saith God, Why transgress ye the com- 
mandments of the Lord, that ye cannot prosper? 
Because ye have forsaken the Lord, he hath also for- 
saken you. And they conspired against him, and 
stoned him with stones at the commandment of the 
king in the court of the house of the Lord. Thus 
Joash the king remembered not the kindness which 
Jehoiada his father had done to him, but slew his son : 
and when he died, he said. The Lord look upon it, and 
require it. 

And it came to pass at the end of the year that the 
host of Syria came up against him : and they came to 
Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all the princes of 
the people from among the people, and sent all the 
spoil of them unto the king of Damascus. For the 
army of the Syrians came with a small company of 
men, and the Lord delivered a very great host into 
their hand, because they had forsaken the Lord God of 
their fathers : so they executed judgment against Joash. 

And when they were departed from him (for they 
left him in great diseases,) his own servants conspired 
against him for the blood of the sons of Jehoiada the 
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priest, and slew him on his bed, and he died; and 
they buried him in the city of David, but they buried 
him not in the sepulchres of the kings. And these 
are they that conspired against him : Zabad the son of 
Shimeath an Ammonitess, and Jehozabad the ^on of 
Shimrith a Moabitess. Now concerning his sons, and 
the greatness of the burdens laid upon him, and the 
repairing of the house of God, behold, they are written 
in the story of the book of the Kings : and Amaziah 
his son reigned in his stead. 

AMAZIAH. 

Amaziah was twenty and five years old when he began 
to reign; and he reigned twenty and nine years in 
Jerusalem : and his mother's name was Jehoad- 
dan of Jerusalem. And he did that which was 838 
right in the sight of the Lord, but not with a B.C. 
perfect heart. 

Now it came to pass, when the kingdom was estab- 
lished to him, that he slew his servants that had killed 
the king his father : but he slew not their children, 
but did as it is written in the law in the book of 
Moses, where the Lord commanded saying, The fathers 
shall not die for the children, neither shall the children 
die for the fathers, but every man shall die for his 
awn sin. 

Moreover, Amaziah gathered Judah together, and 
made them captains over thousands, and captains over 
hundreds, according to the houses of their fathers, 
throughout all Judah and Benjamin : and he num- 
bered them from twenty years old and above, and 
found them three hundred thousand choice men, able 
to go forth to war, that could handle spear and shield. 
He hired also an hundred thousand mighty men of 
yalour out of Israel for an hundred talents of silver. 

But there came a man of God to him, saying, O 
king, let not the army of Israel go with thee : for the 
Lord is not with Israel, to wit, with all the children 



96 KINGS OF JUDAH. 

of Ephraim. But if thou wilt go, do it, be strong for 
the battle ; God shall make thee fall before the enemy: 
for God hath power to help, and to cast down. And 
Amaziah said to the man of God, But what shall we 
do for the hundred talents which I have given to the 
army of Israel 1 And the man of God answered. The 
Lord is able to give thee much more than this. Then 
Amaziah separated them, to wit, the army that was 
come to him out of Ephraim, to go home again : where- 
fore their anger was greatly kindled against Judah, 
and they returned home in great anger. 

And Amaziah strengthened himself, and led forth 
his people, and went to the valley of Salt, and smote 
of the children of Seir ten thousand.* And other ten 
thousand left alive did the children of Judah carry 
away captive, and brought them unto the top of the 
rock, and cast them down from the top of the rock, 
that they all were broken in pieces. 

But the soldiers of the army which Amaziah sent 
back, that they should not go with him to battle, fell 
upon the cities of Judah, from Samaria even unto 
Beth-horon, and smote three thousand of them, and 
took much spoil. 

Now it came to pass, after that Amaziah was come 
from the slaughter of the Edomites, that he brought 
the gods of the children of Seir, and set them up to be 
his gods, and bowed down himself before them, and 
burned incense unto them. Wherefore the anger of 
the Lord was kindled against Amaziah, and he sent 
unto him a prophet, which said unto him. Why hast 
thou sought after the gods of the people, which could 
not deliver their own people out of thine hand ? And 
it came to pass, as he talked with him, that the king 
said unto him, Art thou made of the king's counsel I 

♦ **The valley," says Dr. Robinson, in his "Biblical Re- 
searches inPalestme," "could have been no other than the 
Ghor, south of the Dead Sea, adjacent to the mountains of 
Salt : it separates, indeed, the ancient territories of Judah and 
Edom." Here the Edomites had already been defeated in the 
time of David, as we learn from 2 Sam. viii 13, 14 ; 1 Chron, 
xviii 12; Ps. Ix. 
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forbear : why shouldest thou be smitten ? Then the 
prophet forbore, and said, I know that Grod hath deter- 
mined to destroy thee, because thou hast done this, and 
hast not hearkened unto my counsel. 

Then Amaziah king of Judah took advice, and sent 
to Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king 
of Israel, saying, Come, let us see one another in the 
face. And Joash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king 
of Judah, saying, The thistle that was in Lebanon sent 
to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying. Give thy 
daughter to my son to wife : and there passed by a wild 
beast that was in Lebanon, and trod down the thistle. 
Thou sayest, Lo, thou hast smitten the Edomites, and 
thine heart lifketh thee up to boast: abide now at 
home ; why shoiddest thou meddle to thine hurt, that 
thou shouldest fall, even thou, and Judah with thee ? 
But Amaziah would not hear j for it cam« of God, that 
he might deliver them into the hand of their enemies, 
because they sought after the gods of Edom. So Joash 
the king of Israel went up ; and they saw one another 
in the face, both he and Amaziah king of Judah, at 
Beth-shemesh, which belongeth to Judah. And Judah 
was put to the worse before Israel, and they fled every 
man to his tent. And Joash the king of Israel took 
Amaziah kiag of Judah, the son of Joash, the son of 
Jehoahaz, at Beth-shemesh, and brought him to Jeru- 
salem, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, from 
the gate of Ephraim to the comer gate, four hundred 
cubits. And he took all the gold and the silver, and 
all the vessels that were found in the house of God 
with Obed-edom, and the treasures of the king's house, 
the hostages also, and returned to Samaria. 

And Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah lived 
after the death of Joash, son of Jehoahaz king of 
Israel, fifteen years. Now after the time that Amaziah 
did turn away from following the Lord, they made a 
conspiracy against him in Jerusalem ; and he fled to 
Lachish : but they sent to Lachish after him, and slew 
him there. And they brought him upon horses, and 
buried him with his fathers in the city of Judah. 

H 
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nZZIAH (or Azariah). 

[Josephus connects the earthquake referred to by Amos 
(L 1), and still remembered in the days of the prophet Zech- 
«riah (xiv. 5) with Uzziah's act in offering incense. The wise 
and pious counsellor who wielded a salutsury influence over him 
was not the prophet Zechariah, who lived two and a-half cen- 
turies later. There is good reason for believing that the 
prophet Joel lived and pronpheBied in the kingdom of Judah 
during this reign. In tne nrst cluster of his book he refers to 
a terrible famine and a plague of locusts with which the land 
was afflicted. The time had not yet come for Judah to be 
pmiished by the invasion of foreign enemies. Not till natural 
calamities proved fruitless, was the dreaded Assyrian employed 
b^ God as the rod of his anger. Isaiah seems io have reoeiired 
his call in the year that king Uzziah died.] 

Then all the people of Judah took TJzziali, who wag 
sixteen years' old, and made him king in the room of 
his father Amaziah. He built Eloth and restored it to 
Judah, after that the king slept with his fathers. 
810 Sixteen years old was Uzziah when lie began 
B.a to reign: and he reigned fifty and two years 
in Jerusalem : his mother's name also was Jeco- 
liah of Jerusalem. 

And be did that which was right in the sight of 
the LoBD, according to all that his ^ther Amaziah did. 
And lie sought God in the days of Zeohariah, who had 
understanding in the visions of God : and as long as he 
sought the Lord, God made him to prosper. 

And he went forth and warred a^cainst the Philis- 
tines, and brake down the wall of Gath, and the wall 
of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod, and built cities 
about Ashdod, and among the Philistines. And Qod 
helped him against the Philistines, and against the 
Arabians that dwelt in Gur-baal, and the Mehunims. 
Ajid the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah: and his 
name spread abroad even to the entering in of Egypt; 
for he strengthened himself exceedingly. 

Moi'eover, Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem, at the 
comer-gate, and at the valley-gate, and at the turning 
of the wall, and fortified them. Also he built towers 
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in the desert, and digged many wells : for he bad mucli 
•cattley both in the low country, and in the plains: 
husbandmen also, and vine-dressers in the mountains, 
.and in Carmel :* for he loved husbandry. 

Moreover, XJzziah had an host of fighting men, that 
went out to war by bands, according to the number of 
iheir account by the hand oi Jeiel the scribe„ and 
Maaaeiah the ruler, under the hand of Hananiah, one 
of the king's captains. The whole number of the chief 
of the fathers of the mighty men of valour were two 
thousand and six hundred. And under their hand 
was an army, three hundred thousand, and seven 
thousand and five hundred, that made war with mighty 
power, to help the king against the enemy. And 
XJzziah prepared for them, throughout all the host, 
shields, and spears, and helmets, and habergeons, and 
bows, and slings to cast stones. And he made in 
Jerusalem engines, invented by cunning men, to be on 
the towers, and upon the bulwarks, to shoot arrows 
«nd great stones withal : and his name spread far 
abroad: for he was marvellously helped, till he was 
strong. 

But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to 
liis destruction : for he transgressed against the Lord 
his God, and went into the temple of the Lord to bum 
incense upon the altar of incense. And Azariah the 
priest went in after him, and with him fourscore priests 
<)i the Lord, that were valiant men ; and they with- 
stood XJzziah the king, and said unto him, It apper- 
taineth not unto thee, XJzziah, to bum incense unto 
the Lord, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that 
4ure consecrated to bum incense : go out of the sano- 
vtuary; for thou hast trespassed : neither shall it be for 
thine honour from the Lord God. Then XJzziah was 
wroth, and had a censer in his hand to bum incense : 
:and, while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy 
-even rose up in his forehead before the priests in th^ 

* Kot Mount Carmel, hat -another place of the same name 
among the mountains of Judah. It i^ Teferred to in Josh. 
XV. 65, 1 Sam. xv. 12, 1 Sam. xzv. 2, 
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liOTise of the Lord, from beside the incense altar. And 
Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked 
upon him, and, behold, he i^as leprous in his forehead, 
and they thrust him out from thence; yea, himself 
hasted also to go out, because the Lord had smitten 
him. And Uzziah the king was a leper imto the day 
of his death, and dwelt in a separate house, being 
a leper ; for he was cut off from the house of the Lord : 
and Jotham his son was over the king's house, judging 
the people of the land. 

Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, 
did Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, write. So 
Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him 
with his fathers in the field of the burial which be- 
longed to the kings ; for they said, He is a leper : and 
Jotham his son reigned in his stead. 

" The word of the Lord that came to Joel the son 
of Pethuel. Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all 
ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in your 
days, or even in the days of your fathers? Tell ye 
your children of it, and let your children tell their 
children, and their children another generation. That 
which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten ; 
and that which the locust hath left hath the canker- 
worm eaten ; and that which the cankerworm hath left 
hath the caterpillar eaten. Awake, ye drunkards, and 
weep ; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because of 
the new wine ; for it k cut off from your mouth. For 
a nation is come np upon my land, strong, and without 
number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he 
hath the cheek teeth of a great lion. He hath laid 
my vine waste, and barked my fig tree : he hath made 
it clean bare, and cast it away ; the branches thereof 
are made white. Lament like a virgin girded with 
sackcloth for the husband of her youth. The meat 
offering and the drink ofiering is cut off from the house 
of the Lord ; the priests, the Lord's ministers, mourn. 
The field is wasted, the land moumeth ; for the com 
is wasted : the new wine is dried up, the oil languisheth. 
Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl, O ye vine- 
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dressers, for the wheat and for the barley ; because the 
harvest of the field is perished. The vine is dried up, 
and the fig tree languisheth; the pomegi*anate tree, 
the palm tree also, and ^he apple tree, even all the 
trees of the field, are withered : because joy is withered 
away from the sons of men. Gird yourselves, and 
lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: 
come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my 
God : for the meat offering and the drink offering is 
withholden from the house of your God. Sanctify ye 
a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all 
the inhabitants of the land into the house of the Lord 
your God, and cry unto the Lord, Alas for the day 1 
for the day of the Lord is at hand, and as a destruc- 
tion from the Almighty shall it come. Is not the meat 
cut off before our eyes, yea, joy and gladness from the 
house of our Godi The seed is rotten under their 
clods, the garners are laid desolate, the barns are broken 
down ; for the corn is withered. How do the beasts 
groan ! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they 
have no. pasture ; yea, the flocks of sheep are made 
desolate. O Lord, to thee will I cry: for the fire 
hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and the 
flame hath burned all the trees of the field. The beasts 
of the field cry also unto thee : for the rivers of waters 
are dried up, and the fire liath devoured the pastures 
of the wilderness. *' (Joel i.) 

" In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the 
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and 
his train filled the temple. Above it stood the sera- 
phim : each one had six wings ; with twain he covered 
nis face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and 
said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts : the whole 
earth is full of his glory. And the posts of the door 
moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house 
was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me ! for 
I am undone ; because I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips : 
for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts. 
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Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a live- 
coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs 
from off the altar : and he laid it upon my mouth, and 
said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips ; and thine iniquity 
is taken away, and thy sin purged. Also I heard the 
voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us ? Then said I, Here am I ; send 
me. And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye 
indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but 
perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and 
make theii* ears heavy, and shut their eyes ; lest they 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
imderstand with their heart, and convert, and be 
healed. Then said I, Lord, how long] And he 
answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabi- 
tant, and the houses without man, and the land be 
utterly desolate, and the Lobd have removed men far 
away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of 
the land. But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall 
return, and shall be eaten : as a teil tree, and as an 
oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their 
leaves : so the holy seed shall be the substance thereof 
(Isa. vi.) 



JOTHATff. 



[Micah began to prophesy during this reicn, and continued 
to do so in the reigns of Anaz and Hezekis3i (i. 1). A short 
passage from his prophecies is introduced at the close.] 

JoTHAM was twenty and five years old when he began 
to reign ; and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem : 

his mother's name also was Jerushah, the 
758 daughter of Zadok. And he did that which 
B.C. was right in the sight of the Lord, according to 

all that his father Uzziah did: howbeit he 
entered not into the temple of the Loitn. And the 
people did yet corruptly. 

He built the high gate of the house of the Lobd,, 
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and on the wall of Opliel * he built much. Moreover, 
he built cities in the mountains of Judah, and in the 
forests he built castles and towers. 

He fought also with the king of the Ammonites, 
and prevailed against them. And the children of 
Anmion gave him the same year an hundred talents 
of silver, and ten thousand measures of wheat, and 
ten thousand of barley. So much did the children of 
Ammon pay unto him, both the second year and the 
third. So Jotham became mighty, because he pre- 
pared his ways before the Lord his God. And Jotham 
slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city 
of David ; and Abaz his son reigned in his stead. 

"Hear ye now what the Lord saith: Arise, con>. 
tend thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear 
thy voice. Hear ye, O mountains, the Lord's contro- 
versy, and ye strong foundations of the earth : for the 
Lord hath a controversy with his people, and he will 
plead with Israel. O my people, what have I done 
xmto thee ] and wherein have I wearied thee ] testify 
against me. For I brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; 
and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O 
my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab 
consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered 
Mm from Shittim unto Gilgal ; that ye may know the 
righteousness of the Lord. Wherewith shall I come 
before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God 1 
shall I come before him .with bumt-ojQTerings, with 
calves of a year old ? Will the Lord be pleased with 
thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of 
oil 1 shall I give my first-bom for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul ] He hath 
shewed thee, O man, what is good ; and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God ? " (Micah vi. 1-8.) 

* An elevated and fortified, part of Jerusalem overlooking 
the valley of the Kedron. On the opposite height, whi(£ 
&rms the left or eastern side of the denle, stands the village 
of Selw4n or Siloam. 
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AHAZ. 



Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign ; 
and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem : but he did 
not that which was right in the sight of the Lobd, like 
David his father : for he walked in the ways of the 
kings of Israel, and made also molten images for 
742 Baalim. Moreover, he burnt incense in the 
B.C. valley of the son of Hinnom, and burnt his chil- 
dren in the fire, after the abominations of the 
heathen, whom the Lord had cast out before the chil- 
dren of Israel. He sacrificed also and burnt incense 
in the high places, and on the hills, and under every 
green tree. 

Wherefore the Lord his God delivered him into the 
hand of the king of Syria ; and they smote him, and 
carried away a great multitude of them captives, and 
brought them to Damascus : and he was also delivered 
into the hand of the king of Israel, who smote lim 
with a great slaughter. For Pekah the son of Rema- 
liah slew in Judah an hundred and twenty thous&nd 
in one day, which were all valiant men ; because they 
had forsaken the Lord God of their fathera. And 
Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, slew Maaseiah the 
king's son, and Azrikam the governor of the house, and 
Elkanah that was next to the king. And the childrer 
of Israel carried away captive of their brethren twc 
hundred thousand, women, sons, and daughters, and 
took also away much spoil from them, and brought the 
spoil to Saraana. 

But a prophet of the Lord was there, whose name 
was Oded : and he went out before the host that came 
to Samaria, and said unto them, Behold, because the 
Lord God of your fathers was wroth with Judah, he 
hath delivered them into your hand, and ye have slain 
them in a rage that reacheth up unto heaven. And 
now ye purpose to keep under the children of Judah 
and Jerusalem for bond-men and bond-women unto 
you : but are there not with you, even with you, sins 
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against the Lord your God] Now hear me therefore, 
and deliver the captives again, which ye have taken 
captive of your brethren ; for the fierce wrath of the 
Lord is upon you. 

Then certain of the heads of the children of Eph- 
raim, Azariah the son of Johanan, Berechiah the son 
of Meshillemoth, and JehizMah the son of Shallum, 
and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood up against them 
that came from the war, and said unto them, Ye shall 
not bring in the captives hither : for whereas we have 
offended against the Lord already, ye intend to add 
more to our sins and to pur trespass : for our trespass 
is great, and there is fierce wraiii against Israel. So 
the armed men left the captives and the spoil before 
the princes and all the congregation. And the men 
which were expressed by name rose up, and took 
the captives, and with the spoil clothed all that 
were naked among them, and anayed them, and shod 
them, and gave them to eat and to drink, and 
anointed them, and carried all the feeble of them 
upon asses, and brought them to Jericho, the city of 
^Im trees, to their brethren : then they returned to 
Samaria. 

At that tinie did king Ahaz send unto the kings ot 
Assyria to help him. For again the Edomites had 
come and smitten Judah, and carried away captives. 
The Philistines also had invaded the cities of the low 
country, and of the south of Judah, and had taken 
Beth-shemesh, and Ajalon, and Gederoth, and Shocho 
with the villages thereof, and Timnah with the villages 
thereof, Gimzo also and the villages thereof : and they 
dwelt there. For the Lord brought Judah low be- 
cause of Ahaz king of Israel; for he made Judah 
naked, and transgressed sore against the Lord. And 
Tiglath-pileser king of Assjrria came unto him, and 
4istressed him, but strengthened him not. For Ahaz 
took away a portion out of the house of the Lord, and 
out of the house of the king, and of the princes, and 
gave it unto the king of Assyria: but he helped 
him not. 
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And in the time of his distress did he trespass yei^ 
more against the Lord : this is that king Ahaz. For 
he sacnficed unto the gods of Damascus, which smote 
him; and he said, Because the gods of the kings of 
Syria help them, therefore will I sacrifice to them, that 
they may help me : but they were the ruin of him, and 
of all Israel. And Ahaz gathered together the vessels 
of the house of God, and cut in pieces the vessels of 
the house, of God, and shut up the doors of the house 
of the Lord, and he made him altars in every corner 
of Jerusalem. And in every separate city of Judah 
he made high places to bum incense unto other gods, 
and provoked to anger the Lord God of his fathers. 
And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in the city, even in Jerusalem; but they 
brought him not into the sepulchres of the kings 
of Israel : and Hezekiah his son reigned in his 
stead. 

" Moreover, the Lord spake again unto Ahaz, saying, 
Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God ; ask it either in the 
depth, or in the height above. But Ahaz said, 1 will not 
ask, neither will I tempt the Lord. And he said, Hear 
ye now, O house of David ; Is it a small thing for you 
to weary men, but ^si ill ye weary my God also ] There- 
fore the Lord himself shall give you a sign : behold, 
a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, 
that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the 
good. For before the child shall know to refuse the 
evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest 
shall be forsaken of both her kings. The Lord shall 
bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon thy 
fiither's house, days that have not come, from the day 
that Ephraim departed from Judah ; even the king of 
Assyna. And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the Lord shall hiss for the fiy that is in the uttermost 
part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in 
the land of Assyria : and they shall come, and shall 
rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes 
of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon all bushes* 
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In the same day shall the Lord shave with a razor 
that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, by 
the king of Assyria, the head and the hair of the feet , 
and it shall also consume the beard. And it shall 
come to pass in that day that a man shall nourish a 
young cow and two sheep ; and it shall come to pass, 
for the abundance of milk that they shall give, that he 
shall eat butter : for butter and honey shall every one 
eat that is left in the land. And it shall come to pass 
in that day, that every place shall be, where there were 
a thousand vines at a thousand silverlings [or pieces of 
silver] it shall even be for briers and thorns. With 
arrows and with bows shall men conve thither ; because 
all the land shall become briers and thorns. And on 
all hills that shall be digged with the mattock, there 
shall not come thither the fear of briers and thorns : 
but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, and for 
the treading of lesser cattle." 

"Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my 
disciples. And I will wait upon the Lord, that 
hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will 
look for him. Behold, I and the children whom the 
Lord hath given me are for signs and for wonders 
in Israel from the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in 
mount Zion. And when they shall say unto you. 
Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto 
wizards that peep, and that mutter : should not a 
people seek unto their God? for the living to the 
deadi To the law and to the testimony: if they 
speak not according to this word, it is because there 
is no light in them. And they shall pass through it, 
hardly bestead and hxmgry : and it shall come to pass, 
that when they shall be hungry, they shall fret them- 
selves, and curse their king and their God, and look 
upward. And they shall look unto the earth; and 
behold trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish ; and 
they shall be driven to darkness. 

" Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in 
her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the 
land of Zebulun and the land of Kaphtali, and after- 
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ward did more grievously afflict her * by tlie way of 
the sea, beyondJordan; in GalUee of the nations. 
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light : they that dwell in the land of the shadow of 
death, upon them hath the light shined. Thou hast 
multiplied the nation, and nott increased the joy: 
they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, 
and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For 
thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff 
of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day 
of Midian. For every battle of the warrior is wiiii 
confused noise, and garments rolled in blood ; but this 
shall be with burning and fuel of fire. For unto us 
a child is bom, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder : and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this" (Is. vii. 10-25; viii. 16-22; ix. 1-7). 

* The prophet refers to the! different invasions of the neigh- 
bouring kingdom by the kings of Assyria. Judah's calamity 
would he great but not hopeless like that of IsraeL light 
would yet arise in the midst of her darkness. 

+ This seems to contradict what immediately follows. Ac- 
cordingly by a very slight change in the Hebrew to iC is 
substituted by some for noL 
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HEZEEIAH. 

BJBZEEiAH began to reign when he was five and twenty 
years old ; and he reigned nine and twenty years 
in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Abijah, 727 
the daughter of Zechariah. And he did that B.c. 
which was right in the sight of the Lord, accord- 
ing to all that David his father had done. 

He, in the first year of his reign, in the first month, 
opened the doors of the house of the Lobd^ and re- 
paired them. And he brought in the priestiS and the 
Levites, and gathered them together into the east 
street, and said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites; 
sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify the house of the 
Lord God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthi- 
ness out of the holy place. For our fathers have tres- 
passed, and done that which was evil in the eyes of the 
Lord our God, and have forsaken him, and have turned 
away their faces from the habitation of the Lord, and 
turned their backs. Also they have shut up the doors 
of the porch, and put out the lamps, and have not 
burned incense, nor offered burnt-offering in the holy 
place unto the God of Israel. Wherefore the wrath of 
the Lord was upon Judah and Jerusalem, and he hath 
delivered them to trouble, to astonishment, and to 
hissing, as ye see with your eyes. For, lo, our fathera 
have fallen by the sword; and our sons, and our 
daughters, and our wives, are in captivity for this. 
Now it is in mine heart to make a covenant with the 
Lord God of Israel, that his fierce wrath may turn 
away from us. My sons, be not now negligent ; for the 
Lord hath chosen you to stand before him, to serve 
him, and that you should minister unto him, and bum 
incense. 

Then the Levites arose, Mahath the son of Am- 
asai, and Joel the son of Azariah, of the sons of the 
Kohathites : and of the sons of Merari ; Kish the son 
of Abdi, and Azariah the son of Jehalelel : and of the 
Gershonites; Joah the son of Zimmah, and Eden the 
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sonof Joah: andof tbesonsof Elizaphan; Shimriand 
Jeiel : and of the sons of Asaph ; Zechariah and Mat- 
taniah : and of the sons of Heman ; Jehiel and Shimei : 
and of the sons of Jeduthun ; Shemaiah and TJzzieL 
And they gathered their brethren and sanctified them- 
selves, and came, according to the commandment of 
the king, by the words of the Lobd, to cleanse the 
house of the Lord. And the priests went into the 
inner part of the house of the Lord, to cleanse it, and 
brought out all the uncleanness that they found in the 
temple of the Lord into the court of the house of the 
Lord. And the Levites took it, to carry it out abroad 
into the brook Kidron. Now they began on the first 
day of the first month to sanctify, and on the eighth 
day of the month came they to the porch of the Lord : 
so they sanctified the house of the Lord in eight days; 
and in the sixteenth day of the first month they made 
an end. Then they went in to Hezekiah the king^ 
and said, We have cleansed all the house of the Lord, 
and the altar of bumt-ofiering, with all the vessels 
thereof, and the shew-bread table, with all the vessels 
thereof. Moreover, all the vessels, which king Ahaz 
in his reign did cast away in his transgression, have we 
prepared and sanctified, and, behold, they are before 
the altar of the Lord. 

Then Hezekiah the king rose early, and gathered 
the rulers of the city, and went up to the house of the 
Lord. And they brought seven bullocks, and 6even 
rams, and seven lambs, and seven he-goats, for a sin- 
offering for the kingdom, and for the sanctuary, and 
for Judah : and he commanded the priests, the sons of 
Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the Lord. So 
they killed the bullocks, and the priests received tiie 
blood, and sprinkled it on the altar : likewise, when 
they had killed the rams, they sprinkled the blood upon 
the altar: they killed also the lambs, and they sprinkled 
the blood upon the altar. And they brous^ht forth ih» 
h».goat3 forthe 8mK>ffering before the Idng and the 
congregation ; and they laid their hands upon them. 
And the priests killed them, and they made reooncl- 
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liation with their blood upon the altar, to make an 
4itonement for all Israel : for the king connnanded that 
the burnt-offering and the sin-offering should be made 
for all Israel. And he set the Levites in the house of 
ihe LoBB with cymbals, with psalteries, and with 
harps, according to the commandment of David, and 
of Gad the king's seer, and Nathan the prophet : for 
430 was the commandment of the Lord by his prophets. 
And the Levites stood with the instruments of David, 
and the priests with the trumpets. And Hezekiah 
commanded to offer the burnt-offering upon the altar : 
«nd when the burnt-offering began, the song of the 
LosD began also with the trumpets, and with the in- 
struments ordained by David king of Israel. And all 
the congregation worshipped, and the singers sang, 
and the trumpeters sounded : and all this continued 
until the burnt-offering was finished. And when they 
had made an end of offering, the king, and all that 
were present with him, bowed themselves, and wor- 
shipped. Moreover, Hezekiah the king and the princes 
commanded the Levites to sing praise unto the Lobd 
with the words of David, and of Asaph the seer : and 
they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their 
heads and worshipped. Then Hezekiah answered and 
said. Now ye have consecrated yourselves unto the 
Lord, come near, and bring sacrifices and thank-offer- 
ings into the house of the Lord. And the congrega- 
tion brought in sacrifices and thank-offerings ; and as 
many as were of a free heart, biu^it-offerings. And 
the number of the burnt-offerings, which the congre- 
^idion brought, was three score and ten bullocks, an 
hundred rams, and two hundred lambs : all these were 
for a burnt-offering to the Lord. And the consecrated 
things were six hundred oxen, and three thousand 
4sheep. But the priests were too few, so that they 
oould not flay all the burnt-offerings : wherefore their 
brethren the Levites did help them, till the work was 
ended, and until the other priests had sanctified them- 
flelves ; for the Levites were more upright in heart to 
sanctify themselves than the priests. And also tke 
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burnt-offerings were in abundance, with the fat of the 
peace-offerings, and the drink-offerings for every burnt- 
offering. So the service of the house of the Lord was 
set in order. And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the 
people, that God had prepared the people: for the 
thing was done suddenly. 

And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and 
wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they 
should come to the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, to 
keep the passover imto the Lord God of Israel. For 
the king had taken coimsel, and his princes, and all the 
congregation in Jerusalem, to keep the passover in the 
second month. For they could not keep it at that 
time, because the priests had not sanctified themselves 
sufficiently, neither had the people gathered themselves 
together to Jerusalem. Aid the thing pleased the 
king and all the congregation. So they established a 
decree to make proclamation throughout all Israel, 
from Beer-sheba even to Dan, that they should come 
to keep the passover unto the Lord God of Israel at 
Jerusalem : for they had not done it of a long time in 
such sort as it was written. 

So the posts went with the letters from the Ving 
and his princes throughout all Israel and Judah, and 
according to the commandment of the king, saying, 
Ye children of Israel, turn again unto the Lord God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, and he will return to 
the remnant of you that are escaped out of the band 
of the kings of Assyria. And be not ye like your 
fathers, and like your brethren, which trespassed against 
the Lord God of their fathers, who therefore gave them 
up to desolation, as ye see. Now, be ye not stiff- 
necked, as your fathers were, but yield yourselves unto 
the Lord, and enter into his sanctuary, which he hath 
sanctified for ever; and serve the Lord your God, 
that the fierceness of his wrath may turn away from 
you. For if ye turn again unto the Lord, your breth- 
ren and your children shall find compassion before 
them that lead them captive, so that they shall come 
again into this land : for the Lord your God is gradous 
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and merciful, and will not turn away his face from you, 
if ye return unto him. 

So the posts passed from city to city, through the 
country of Ephraim and Manasseh, even unto Zebulun : 
but they laughed them to scorn, and mocked them. 
Nevertheless divers of Asher, and Manasseh, and of 
Zebulun, humbled themselves, and came to Jerusalem. 
Also in Judah the hand of God was to give them one 
heart to do the commandment of the king and of the 
princes, by the word of the Lord. 

And there assembled at Jerusalem much people to 
keep the feast of unleavened bread in the second month, 
a very great congregation. And they arose, and took 
away the altars that were in Jerusalem, and all the 
altars for incense took they away, and cast them into 
the brook Kidron. Then they killed the passover on 
the fourteenth day of the second month : and the 
priests and the Levites were ashamed, and sanctified 
themselves, and brought in the burnt-offerings into the 
house of the Lord. And they stood in their place, 
after their manner, according to the law of Moses, the 
man of God : the priests sprinkled the blood, which 
they received of the hand of the Levites : for there 
were many in the congregation that were not sancti- 
fied ; therefore the Levites had the charge of the kill- 
ing of the passovers for every one that was not clean, 
to sanctify them unto the Lord. For a multitude 
of the people, even many of Ephraim, and Manasseh, 
Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, 
yet did they eat the passover otherwise than it was 
written : but Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, The 
good Lord pardon every one that prepareth his heart 
to seek God, the Lord God of his fathers, though he 
be not cleansed according to the purification of the 
sanctuary. 

And the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed 
the people. And the children of Israel, that were 
present at Jerusalem, kept the feast of unleavened 
bread seven days with great gladness : and the Levites 
and the priests praised the Lord day by day, singJLO^ 
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with loud instruments unto the Lord. And Hezekiah 
spake comfortably unto all the Levites that taught tha 
good knowledge of the Lord : and they did eat through- 
out the feast seven days, offering peace-offerings, and 
making confession to the Lord God of their fathers. 
And the whole assembly took coimsel to keep other 
seven days : and they kept other seven days with 
gladness. For Hezekiah king of Judah did give to 
the congregation a thousand bullocks, and seven thou- 
sand sheep ; and the princes gave to the congregation 
a thousand bullocks,, and ten thousand sheep : and a 
great number of priests sanctified themselves. And 
all the congregation of Judah, with the priests and the 
Levites, and all the congregation that came out of 
Israel, and the strangers that came out of the land of 
Israel, and that dwelt in Judah, rejoiced. So there 
was great joy in Jerusalem : for since the time of Solo- 
mon, the son of David king of Israel, there was not the 
like in Jerusalem. Then the priests the Levites arose 
and blessed the people : and their voice was heard, and 
their prayer came up to his holy dwelling-place, even, 
unto heaven. 

Now, when all this was finished, all Israel that were 
present went out to the cities of Judah, and brake 
the images in pieces, and cut down the groves, and 
threw down the high places and the altars out of all 
Judah and Bienjamin, in Ephraim also and Manasseh^ 
until they had utterly destroyed them all. Then all 
the children of Israel returned, every man to his pos- 
session, into their own cities. 

And Hezekiah appointed the courses of the priests,, 
and the Levites after their courses, every man accord- 
ing to his service, the priests and Levites for bumt- 
(^erings, and for peace-offerings, to minister, and to 
give thanks, and to praise in the gates of the tents of 
the Lord. He appointed also the king's portion of his 
substance for the burnt-offerings, to wit, for the morn- 
ing and evening burnt-offerings, and the burnt-offerings 
for tho sabbaths, and for the new moons, and for the: 
set feasts, as it is written in the law of the Lord. 
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Moreover, he commanded the people that dwelt in 
Jerusalem to give the portion of the priests and the 
Levites, that they might be encouraged in the law of 
the Lord. And as soon as the commandment came 
abroad^ the children of Israel brought in abundance 
the first-fruits of corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and 
of all the increase of the field; and the tithe of all 
things brought they in abundantly. And concerning 
the children of Israel and Judah, that dwelt in the 
cities of Judah, they also brought in the tithe of oxen 
and sheep, and the 'tithe of holy things which were 
consecrated unto the Lord their God, and laid them 
by heaps. In the third month they began to lay the 
foundation of the heaps, and finished them in the 
seventh month. And when Hezekiah and the princes 
came and saw the heaps, they blessed the Lord, and 
hia people Israel. Then Hezekiah questioned with the 
priests and the Levites concerning the heaps. And 
Azariah the chief priest, of the house of Zadok, 
answered him, and said. Since the people began to 
bring the ofierings into the house of the Lord, we have 
had enough to eat, and have left plenty : for the Lord 
hath blessed his people ; and that which is left is this 
great store. 

Then Hezekiah commanded to prepare chambers in 
the house of the Lord ; and they prepared them, and 
brought in the ofierings, and the tithes, and the dedi- 
cated things, faithfully: over which Cononiah the 
Iievite was ruler, and Shimei his brother was the next. 
And Jehiel, and Azaziah, and Nahath, and Asahel^ 
and Jerimoth, and Jozabad, and Eliel, and Ismachiah^ 
and Mahath, and Benaiah, were overseers, under the 
hand of Cononiah and Shimei his brother, at the com- 
mandment of Hezekiah the king, and Azariah the ruler 
of the house of God. And Kore, the son of Imnah 
the Levite, the porter toward the east, was over the 
free-will-offerings of God, to distribute the oblations of 
the Lord, and the most holy thiags. And next him 
were Eden, and Miniamin, and Jeshua, and Shemaiah, 
Amariah; and Shecaniah, in the cities of the priests, in 
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their set office, to give to their brethren by courses, as 
well to the great as to the smalL Besides their genea- 
logy of males, from three years old and upwards, even 
unto every one that entereth into the house of the 
Lord, his daily portion for their service in their 
charges, according to their courses ; both to the genea- 
logy of the priests by the house of their fathers, and 
the Levites from twenty years old and upward, in their 
charges, by their courses ; and to the genealogy of all 
their little ones, their wives, and^ their sons, and their 
daughters, through all the congregation : for in their 
set office they sanctified themselves in holiness : also 
of the sons of Aaron the priests, which were in the 
fields of the suburbs of their cities, in every several 
city, the men that were expressed by name, to give 
portions to all the males among the priests, and to al 
that were reckoned by genealogies among the Levites, 

And thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, and 
wrought that which was good, and right, and truth, 
before the Lord his God. And in every work that he 
began in the service of the house of God, and in the 
law, and in the commandments, to seek his God, he did 
it with all his heart, and prospered. 

Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king 
Hezekiah, that Sennacherib king of Assyria came up 
against all the defenced cities of Judah, and took them. 
And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was come, 
and that he was purposed to fight against Jerusalem, 
he took counsel with his princes and his mighty men 
to stop the waters of the fountains which were with- 
out the city : and they did help him. So there was 
gathered much people together, who stopped all the 
fountains, and the brook that ran through the midst 
of the land, saying. Why should the kings of Assyria 
come, and find much water? Also he strengthened 
himself, and built up all the wall that was broken, 
and raised it up to the towers, and another wall with- 
out, and repaired Millo in the city of David, and made 
darts and shields in abundance. And he set captains 
of war over the people, and gathered them together to 
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him in the street of the gate of the citj, and spake 
comfortably to them, saying, Be strong and courageous, 
be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, 
nor for all the multitude that is with him : for there 
be more with us than with him : with him is an ami 
of flesh ; but with us is the Lord our God to help us, 
and to fight our battles. And the people rested 
themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of 
Judah. 

And the king of Assyria sent Babshakeh from 
Lachish^ to Jerusalem, imto king Hezekiah, with a 
great army: and he stood by the conduit of the 
upper pool, in the highway of the fuller's field. 
Then came forth unto him Eliakim, Hilkiah's son, 
which was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and 
Joah, Asaph's son, the recorder. And Kabshakeh said 
unto them, Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the 
great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is 
this wherein thou trustest 1 I say, say est thou, (but 
they are but vain words) I have counsel and strength 
for war: now, on whom dost thou trust, that thou 
rebellest against me 1 ' Lo, thou trustest in the staff of 
this broken reed, on Egypt, whereon if a man lean, it 
will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh 
king of Egypt to all that trust in him. But if thou 
say to me, We trust in the Lord our God : is it not 
he whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath 
taken away, and said to Judah and to Jerusalem, Ye 
shall worship before this altar 1 Now therefore give 
pledges, I pray thee, to my master the king of Assyria, 
and I will give thee two thousand horses, if thou be 
able on thy part to set riders upon them. How then 
wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of the least 
of my mastei'^s servants, and put thy trust on Egypt 
for chariots and for horsemen ? And am I now come 
up without the Lord against this land to destroy it? 

*An ancient royal Canaanitish city situated within tho 
tribe of Judah (Josh. x. : 2 Chron. xi. 9, xxv. 27). Among 
Layard's discoveries in the palace of Sennacherib are repre- 
sentations of the siege of Lachish. 



I 
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The Lord said unto me, Go np against this land, and 
destroy it. 

Then said Eliakim, and Shebna, and Joah, unto 
Kabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, unto thy servants in 
the Syrian language ; for we understand it : and speak 
not to us in the Jews* language, in the ears of the 
people that are on the wall. But Kabshakeh said, 
Hath my master sent me to thy master and to thee to 
speak these words ? hath he not sent me to the men 
that sit upon the wall, that they may eat their own 
dung, and drink their own piss with you 1 

Then Kabshakeh stood, and cried with a loud voice 
in the Jews* language, and said. Hear ye the words of 
the great king, the king of Assyria. Thus saith the 
king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you ; for he shall not 
be able to deliver vou. Neither let Hezekiah make 
you ti-ust in the Lord, saying, The Lord will surely 
deliver us : this city shall not be delivered into the 
hand of the king of Assyria. Hearken not to Heze- 
kiah; for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an 
agreement with nie by a present, and come out to me : 
and eat ye every one of his vine, and every one of his 
fig-tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his own 
cistern; imtil I come and take you away to a land 
like your own land, a land of com and wine, a land of 
bread and vineyards. Beware lest Hezekiah persuade 
you, saying, The Lord will deliver us. Hath any of 
the gods of the nations delivered his land out of the 
hand of the king of Assyria 1 Where are the gods of 
Hamath and Arphad 1 where are the gods of Sephar- 
vaim ? and have they delivered Samaria out of my 
hand? Who are they among all the gods of these 
lands, that have delivered their land out of my hand, 
that the Loeid should deliver Jerusalem out of my 
hand? 

But they held their peace, and answered him not a 
word : for the king's commandment was, saying, 
Answer him not. Then came Eliakim the son of 
Hilkiah, that was over the household, and Shebna the 
scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, to 
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^ezekiah with tlieir dothes rent, and told him tho 
words of Rabshakeh. 

And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, 
that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with 
sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lord. And 
he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and 
Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered 
with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet, the son of 
Amoz. And they said unto him. Thus saith Hezekiah, 
This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of 
blasphemy : for the children are come to the birth, 
.and there is not strength to bring forth. It may be 
the LoBD thy God will hear the words of Rabshsieh, 
whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to re- 
proach the Uving God, and will reprove the words 
which the Lord thy God hath heard ; wherefore lift 
Tip thy prayer for the remnant that is left. So the 
servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 

And Isaiah said unto them. Thus shall ye say unto 
your master. Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the 
words uhat thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of 
the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. Behold, I 
will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, 
4Uttd return to his own land ; and I will cause him to 
£aU by the sword in his own laud. 

So Rabshakeh returned, and found the kiQg of 
Assyria, warring agaiQst Libnah : for he had heard 
that he was departed from Lachish. And he heard 
say corceming Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come 
forth to make war with thee : and when he heard it, 
he sen: messengers to Hezekiah, saying. Thus shall ye 
speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy 
God it whom thou trustest deceive thee, saying, Jeru- 
salem shall not be given into the hand of the king of 
Assyria. Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of 
Assyria have done to all lands, by destroying them 
utterly- and shalt thou be delivered 1 Have the gods 
of the nations delivered them which my fathers have 
destrcyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the 
'Childjen of Eden which were in Telassar 1 Where is 
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the king of Hamatb, and the king of Arphad, and the 
king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah ? 

And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of 
the messengei's, and read it : and Hezekiah went up 
unto the house of the Lord, and spread it before the 
Lord. And Hezekiah prayed unto the Lord, saying, 
O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between 
the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of 
all the kingdoms of the earth ; thou hast made heaven 
and earth. Incline thine ear, Lord, and hear ; open 
thine eyes, O Lord, and see ; and hear all the words 
of Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach the living 
God. Of a truth. Lord, the kings of Assyria have 
laid waste all the nations, and their countries, and 
have cast their gods into the fire : for they were no 
gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone ; 
therefore they have destroyed them. Now therefore, 
O Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the 
Lord, even thou only. 

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, 
saying, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Waereas 
thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of 
Assyria : this is the word which the Lord hath spoken 
concerning him. The virgin, the daughter of Zioi^ hath 
jdespised thee, and laughed thee to scorn ; the daughter 
of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee, "^om 
hast thou reproached and blasphemed ; and sgainst 
whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine 
eyes on high 1 even against the Holy One of [sraeL 
By thy servants hast thou reproached the Lor), and 
hast said, By the multitude of my chariots am I come 
up to the height of the mountains, to the sides cf Le- 
banon; and I will cut down the tall cedars thireof: 
and the choice fir-trees thereof : and I will enter into 
the height of his border, and the forest of his C&inel. 
I have digged and drunk water ; and with the sde of 
my feet have I dried up all the rivers of the besieged 
places. Hast thou not heard long ago, how I !iave 
done it ; and of ancient times, that I have formec it ? 
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now have 1 brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be 
to laj waste defenced cities into ruinous heaps. There- 
fore their inhabitants were of small power, they were 
dismayed and confounded : they were as the grass of 
the field, and as the green herb; as the grass on the 
house-tops, and as com blasted before it be grown up. 
But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy 
coming in, and thy rage against me. Because thy rage 
against me, and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears ; 
therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my 
bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the 
way by which thou earnest. And this shall be a sign 
unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of 
itself; and the second year that which springeth of 
the same ; and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and 
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof. And the 
remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall 
again take root downward, and bear fruit upward : for 
out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they 
that escape out of mount Zion : the zeal of the Lord 
of hosts shall do this. Therefore thus saith the Lord 
concerning the king of Ass3rria, He shall not come into 
this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it 
with shields, nor cast a bank against it. By the way 
that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall 
not come into tliis city, saith the Lord. For I will 
defend this city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for 
my servant David's sake. 

Then the angel of the Lord went forth, and smote 
in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred and four 
score and five thousand : and when they arose early in 
the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.* 

"In Judah is God known; his name is great in 
Israel. In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwell- 

* This event, for the reason stated in the introduction, is 
not recorded in any of the Assyrian inscriptions. It is inter* 
esting, however, to know that an Egyptian version of the 
story is preserved by Herodotus, which refers to the sudden 
and total destruction of the vast army '* of Sanacharib king of 
the Arabians and Assyrians. " 
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ing-place in Zion. There brake he the arrows of the 
bow, the shield, and the sword, and the battle. Thou 
art more glorious and excellent than the mountains of 
prey. The stout-hearted are spoiled, they have slept 
their sleep ; and none of the men of might have found 
their hands. At thy rebuke, God of Jacob, both 
the chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep. Thou, 
even thou, art to be feared ; and who may stand in thy 
sight when once thou art angry*? Thou didst cause 
judgment to ]be heard from heaven ; the earth feared, 
and was still, when God arose to judgment, to save all 
the meek of the earth. Surely the wrath of man shall 
praise thee ; the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain. 
"Vow, and pay unto the Lobd your God : let all that 
be round about him bring presents unto him that ought 
to be feared. He shall cut off the spirit of princes : 
he is terrible to the kings of the earth." (Ps. Ixxvl) 

So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went 
and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it came to 
pass as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch 
his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote 
him with the sword ; and they escaped into the land 
of ALrmenia : and Esar-haddon his son reigned in his 
stead. 

" The burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision 
of Nahum the Elkoshite. God is jealous, and the 
Lord revengeth ; the Lord revengeth, and is furious ; 
the Lord will take vengeance on his adversaries, and 
he reserveth wrath for his enemies. The Lord is slow 
to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit 
the wicked : the Lord hath his way in the whirlwind 
and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his 
feet. He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and 
drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, and 
Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth. The 
mountskins quake at him, and the hills melt, and the 
earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all 
that dwell therein. Who can stand before his indig- 
nation f and who can abide in the fierceness of his 
anger 1 his fury is poured out like Are, and the rocks 
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are thrown down by him. The Lord is good, a strong- 
hold in the day of teouble ; and he knoweth them that 
trust in him. But with an overrunning flood he will 
make an utter end of the place thereof, and darkness 
shall pursue his enemies. "What do ye imagine against 
the Lord ? he will make an utter end : affliction shall 
not rise up the second time. For while they be folden 
together as thorns, and while they are drunken as 
drunkards, they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry. 
There is one come out of thee, that imagineth evil* 
against the Lord, a wicked counsellor. Thus saith 
the Lord ; Though they be quiet, and likewise many, 
yet thus shall they be cut down, when he shall pass 
through. Though I have afflicted thee,* I will afflict, 
thee no more. For now will I break his yoke from 
off thee, and will burst thy bonds in sunder. And 
the Loqd hath given a commandment concerning thee,t 
that no more of thy name be sown : out of the house 
of thy gods will I cut off the graven image and the 
molten image : I will make thy grave ; for thou art 
vile. Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace ! 
Judah, keep thy solemn feasts, perform thy vows : for 
the wicked shall no more pass through thee; he is 
utterly cut off" (Nahum i.) 

In those days was "ETezekiah sick unto death. And 
Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, came unto him, 
and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thine 
house in order : for thou shalt die, and not live. Then 
Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed 
unto the Lord, and said, Remember now, O Lord, I 
beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth, 
and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is 
^ood in thy sight : and Hezekiah wept sore. 

Then came the word of the Lord to Isaiah, saying, 
Oo and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the Lord, the 

* t.6., the land of Judah, which, as usual, is addressed in the 
fgminine. 

tie., Sennacherib. A change of gender shows the persoa 
^dressed to be different. 
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God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I 
have seen thy tears ; behold, I will add unto thy days 
fifteen years. And I will deliver thee and this city 
out of the hand of the king of Assyria : and I will 
defend this city. And this shall be a sign unto thee 
from the Lord, that the Lord will do this thing that 
he hath spoken ; behold, I will bring again the shadow 
of the degrees, which is gone down in the sun-dial of 
Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the sun returned ten 
degrees, by wliich degrees it was gone down. 

The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he 
had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness : I 
said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the 
gates of the grave : I am deprived of the residue of my 
years. I said, I shall not see the Lord, even the 
Lord, in the land of the living : I shall behold man 
no more with the inhabitants of the world. Mine age 
is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd's 
tent : I have cut off like a weaver my life ; he will 
cut me off with pining sickness : from day even to 
night wilt thou make an end of me. I reckoned till 
morning, that as a lion, so will he break all my bones : 
from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 
Like a crane, or a swallow, so did I chatter; I did 
mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking up- 
ward : O Lord, I am oppressed ; undertake for me. 
What shall I say 1 he hath both spoken unto me, and 
himself hath done it : I shall go softly all my years in 
the bitterness of my soul. O Lord, by these things 
men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit: 
so wilt thou recover me, and make me to live. Be- 
hold, for peace I had great bitterness ; but thou hast 
in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corrup- 
tion : for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back. 
For the grave cannot praise thee; death cannot cele- " 
brate thee : they that go down into the pit cannot hope; 
for thy truth. The living, the Hving, he shall praise ' 
thee, as I do this day ; the father to the children shall 
make known thy truth. The Lord was ready to 8a.ve : 
me : therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed 
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instruments all the days of our life in the house of the 
Lord. 

For Isaiah had said, Let them take a lump of figs, 
and lay it for a plaster upon the boil, and he shall 
recover. Hezekiaii also had said, What is the sign 
that I shall go up to the house of the Lord 1 

At that time Merodach-baladan,* the son of Baladan, 
king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah : 
for he ha4 heard that he had been sick, and was recov- 
ered. And Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed 
them the house of his precious things, the silver, and 
the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, 
and all the house of his armour, and all that was found 
in his treasures : there was nothiug in his house, nor 
in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not. 
Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and 
said unto him. What said these men 1 and from whence 
came they unto thee 1 And Hezekiah said. They are 
come from a far country unto me, even from Babylon. 
Then said he, What have they seen in thine house ? 
And Hezekiah answered, All that is in mine hoiise 
have they seen : there is nothing among my treasures 
that I have not shewed them. Then said Isaiah to 
Hezekiah, Hear the word of the Lord of hosts : Be- 
hold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, 
and that which thy fathers have laid up in store until 
this day, shall be carried to Babylon : nothing shall be 
left, saith the Lord. And of thy sons that shall issue 
from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take 
away ; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the 

* AmoDg the inscriptions of Sennacherib, recently dis- 
covered, and now in the British Museum, there occurs the 
following statement, which may help to explain the friendship 
between Hezekiah and the kins of Babylon. Fear of their 
common enemy was doubtless me bond which united them. 
" In my first expedition, of Merodach-baladan ... I accom- 

Slished his overthrow. In the midst of that battle he aban- 
oned his camp, alone he fled, and his life he saved. . . . Into 
his palace, which is in Babylon, joyfully I entered, and I 
opened also his treasure-house, &c.'* This and the other in- 
aoriptions are given by Mr. Qeo, Smith in his last volume^ 
" Assyiian Discoveries," 1876. 
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king of Babylon. Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good 
is the word of the Lord which thou hast spoken : he 
said moreover, For there shall be peace and truth in 
my days. 

And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and 
lionour : and he made himself treasuries for silver, and 
for gold, and for precious stones, and for spices, and 
for shields, and for all manner of pleasant jewels; 
storehouses also for the increase of com, and wine, and 
oil : and stalls for all manner of beasts, and cotes for 
flocks. Moreover he provided him cities, and pos-^ 
sessions of flocks and herds in abundance ; for God had 
given him substance very much. This same Hezekiah 
also stopped the upper water-course of Gihon, and 
brought it straight down to the west side of the city 
of David. And Hezekiah prospered in all his works. 

Howbeit in the business of the ambassadors of the 
princes of Babylon, who sent unto him to enquire of 
the wonder that was done in the land, God left him, to 
try him, that he might know all that was in his heart. 
Aid Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in the chiefest of the sepulchres of the sons of 
David ; and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem did him honour at his death : and Manasseh his 
son reigned in his stead. 

MANASSEH. 

Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to 
reign; and he reigned fifty and five years in Jeru- 
salem : but did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, like unto the abominations of the heathen, whom 

the Lord had cast out before the children of 
696 Israel. For he bmlt again the high places which 
B.C. Hezekiah his father had broken down, and he 

reared up altars for Baalim, and made groves,^ 
and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served 
them. 
Also he built altars in the house of the Lord, 
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whereof the Lord had said, In Jerusalem shall my 
name be for ever. And he built altars for all the host 
of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lobd. 
And he caused his children to pass through the &re 
in the valley of the son of Hinnom ; also he observed 
times, and used enchantments, and used witchcraft, 
and dealt with a familiar spiril^ and with wizards : he 
wrought much evil in the sight of the Lord, to pro- 
voke him to anger. 

And he set a carved image, the idol which he had 
made, in the house of God, of which God had said to 
David, and to Solomon his son, In this house, and in 
Jerusalem, which I have chosen before all the tribes 
of Israel, will I put my name for ever : neither will I 
any more remove the foot of Israel from out of the 
land which I have appointed for your fathers ; so that 
they will take heed to do all that I have commanded 
them, according to the whole law, and the statutes, and 
the ordinances, by the hand of Moses. So Manasseh 
made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, 
and to do worse than the heathen, whom the Lord had 
destroyed before the children of Israel. 

And the Lord spake by his servants the prophets, 
saying. Because Manasseh king of Judah hath done 
these abominations, and hath done wickedly above all 
that the Amorites did, which were before him, and hath 
made Judah also to sin with his idols ; therefore thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, Behold, I am bringing^ 
such evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever 
heareth of it, both his ears shall tiugle. And I will 
stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the 
plummet of the house of Ahab ; and I will wipe Jeru- 
salem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping it, and turning 
it upside down. And I will forsake the remnant of 
mine inheritance, and deliver them into the hand of 
their enemies; and they shall become a prey and a 
spoil to all their enemies ; because they have done that 
which was evil in my sight, and have provoked me to 
anger, since the day their fathers came forth out of 
Egypt, even unto this day. 
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Moreover, Manasseh shed innocent blood very much, 
till he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another ; 
besides his sin wherewith he made Judah to sin, in 
doing that which was evil in the sight of the Lord. 
Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the captains 
of the host of the king of Assyria, which took Man- 
asseh among the thorns, and bound him with fetters, 
and canied him to Babylon. And when he waa in 
affliction, he besought the Lord his God, and humbled 
himself greatly before the God of his fathers, and 
prayed unto him : and he was entreated of him, and 
heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jeru- 
salem, into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that 
the Lord he was God. 

Now aftor this he built a wall without the city of 
David, on the west side of Gihon, in the valley, even 
to the entering in at the fish-gate, and compassed about 
Ophel, and raised it up a very great height, and put 
captains of war in all the fenced cities of Judah. And 
he took away the strange gods, and the idol out of the 
house of the Lord, and all the altars that he had built 
in the mount of the house of the Lord, and in Jeru- 
salem, and cast them out of the city. And he repaired 
the altar of the Lord, and sacrificed thereon peace- * 
offerings and thank-offerings, and commanded Judah 
to serve the Lord God of Israel. Nevertheless the 
people did sacrifice still in the high places, yet unto 
the Lord their God only. So Manasseh slept with his 
fathers, and they buried him in his own house : and 
Amon his son reigned in his stead. 
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AMON. 

Ahon was two and twenty years old when he began to 
mgn, and reigned two years in Jerusalem. But he 
did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, as 
did Manasseh his father : for Amon sacrificed unto all 
the carved images which Manasseh his father had 
made, and served them ; and humbled not him- 641 
self before the Lord, as Manasseh his father had b.c. 
humbled himself: but Amon trespassed more 
and more. 

And his servants conspired against him, and slew 
him in his own house. But the people of the land 
slew all them that had conspired against king Amon : 
and the people of the land made Josiah his son king 
in his stead. 

JOSIAH. 

[The battle in which Josiah was killed took place near Me- 
giddo, on the plain of Esdraelon, at an ancient sanctuary of 
the two Syrian gods, Hadad and Eimmon. So great was the 
moiuming for him, that it was remembered Ions: afterwards, in 
the days of Zechariah, as ''the mourning of Hadadrimmon in 
the valley of Megiddon" (Zech. xii. 11). Zephaniah prophe- 
sied in his reign, and so also did Jeremiah.] 

JosiAH was eight years old when he began to reign ; 
and he reigned in Jerusalem one and thirty 
years. And ho did that which was right in the 639 
sight of the Lord, and walked in the ways of B.C. 
David his father, and declined neither to the 
right hand nor to the left. 

For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was 
yet young, he began to seek after the God of David 
his father ; and in the twelfth year he began to purge 
Judah and Jerusalem from the high places, and the 
groves, and the carved images, and the molten images. 
And they brake down the altars of Baalim in his 
presence; and the images that were on high above 
them he cut down; and the groves, and the carved 

K 
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images, and the molten images, he brake in pieces, and 
made dust of them, and strewed it upon the graves of 
them that had sacrificed unto them. And he burnt 
the bones of the priests upon their altars, and cleansed 
Judah and Jerusalem. And so did he in the cities of 
Manasseh, and Ephraim, and Simeon, even unto Naph- 
tali, with their mattocks round about. And when he 
had broken down the altars and the groves, and had 
beaten the graven images into powder, and cut down 
all the idols throughout all the land of Israel, he re- 
turned to Jerusalem. 

Now, in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he 
had purged the land and the house, he sent Shaphan 
the son of Azaliah and Maaseiah the governor of the 
city, and Joah the son of Joahaz the recorder, to repair 
the house of the Lord his God. And when they came 
to Hilkiah the high priest, they delivered the money 
that was brought into the house of God, which the 
Levites that kept the doors had gathered of the hand 
of Manasseh and Ephraim, and of all the remnant of 
Israel, and of all Judah and B^ajamin ; and they re- 
turned to Jerusalem. And they put it in the hand of 
the workmen that had ihe oversight of the house of 
the Lord, and they gave it to the workmen that 
wrought in the house of the Lord, to repair and amend 
the house : even to the artificers and builders gave 
they it, to buy hewn stone, and timber for couplings, 
and to floor the houses which the kings of Judsdi had 
destroyed. And the men did tJie work faithfully : and 
the overseers of them were Jahath and Obadiah, the 
Levites, of the sons of Merari; and Zechariah and 
Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to set it 
forward ; and other of the Levites, all that could skill 
of instruments of music. Also they were over the 
bearers of burdens, and were overseers of all that 
wrought the work in any manner of service : and of 
the Levites there were scribes, and officers, and porters. 

And when they brought out the money that was 
brought into the house of the Lord, Hilkiah the priest 
found a book of the law of the Lord given by Moses. 
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And TTilTn'ftli answered and said to Sbaplian the scribe, 
I have found the book of the law in the house of the 
LoBD. And Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan. 
And Shaphan carried the book to the king, and brought 
the king word back again, saying, All that was com- 
mitted to thy servants, they do it. And they have 
gathered together the money that was found in the 
house of the Lord, and have delivered it into the hand 
of the overseers, and to the hand of the workmen. 
Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, Hilkiah 
the priest hath given me a book. And Shaphan read 
dt before ihe king. 

And it came to pass, when the king had heard the 
words of the law, that he rent his clothes. And the 
king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan, and Abdon the son of Micah, and Shaphan 
the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king's, saying, 
Go, enquire of the Lord for me, and for them that are 
left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of 
the book that is found : for great is the wrath of the 
Lord that is poured out upon us, because our fathers 
have not kept the word of the Lord, to do after all 
that is written in this book. 

And Hilkiah, and they that the king had appointed, 
went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum 
the son of Tikvath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the 
wardrobe ; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college;) 
and they spake to her to that effect. And she answered 
them. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Tell ye the 
man that sent you to me. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, 
I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inha- 
bitants thereof, even all the curses that are written in 
the book which they have read before l^e king of 
Judah : because they have forsaken me, and have 
burned incense unto other gods, that they might pro- 
voke me to anger with all the works of their hands ; 
therefore my wrath shall be poured out upon this place, 
and shall not be quenched. And as for the kiTig of 
-Judah, who sent you to enquire of the Lord, so shall 
je say unto him, Thus saith the Lord God of laoBel 
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concerning the words which thou hast heard, because 
thine heart was tender, and thou didst humble thyself 
before God, when thou heardest his words against this 
place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and hum- 
bledst thyself before me, and didst rend thy clothes, 
and weep before me ; I have even heard thee also, saith 
the Lord. Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, 
and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, 
neither shall thine eyes see all the evil that I will 
bring upon this place, and upon the inhabitants of the 
same. So they brought the king word again. 

Then the king sent and gathered together all the 
elders of Judah and Jerusalem. And the king went 
up into the house of the Lord, and all the men of 
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the 
priests, and the Levites, and all the people, great and 
small ; and he read in their ears all the words of the 
book of the covenant that was found in the house of 
the Lord. And the king stood in his place, and made 
a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, 
and to keep his commandments, and his testimonies, 
and his statutes, with all his heart, and with all his 
soul, to perfonn the words of the covenant which are 
written in this book. And he caused all that were 
present in Jerusalem and Benjamin to stand to it. And 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the 
covenant of God, the God of their fathers. 

" The word of the Lord which came unto Zephaniah 
the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of 
Amariah, the son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah 
the son of Amon, king of Judah. I will utterly con- 
sume all things from off the land, saith the Lord. I 
will consume man and beast ; I will consume the fowls 
of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea, and the stum- 
blingblocks with the wicked ; and I will cut off man 
from off the land, saith the Lord. I will also stretch 
out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem ; and I will cut off the remnant of 
Baal from this place, and the name of the Chemarims 
with the priests ; and them that worship the host of 
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heayen upon the house-tops ; and them that worship 
and that swear by the Lord, and that swear by Mal- 
cham ; and them that are turned back from the Lord; 
mid those that have not sought the Lord, nor enquired 
for him. . . . Sing, daughter of Zion ; shout, O Israel ; 
be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of 
Jerusalem. The Lord hath taken away thy judg- 
ments, he hath cast out thine enemy : the king of 
Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of thee : thou 
shalt not see evil any more. In that day it shall be 
said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not ; and to Zion, Let 
not thine hands be slack. The Lord thy God in the 
midst of thee is mighty ; he will save, he will rejoice 
over thee with joy ; he will rest in his love ; he will 
joy over thee with singing." (Zeph. i. 1-6; iii 14-17.) 
And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, 
and the priests of the second order, and the keepers of 
the door, to bring forth out of the temple of the Lord 
all the vessels that were made for Baal, and for the 
grove, and for all the host of heaven ; and he burnt 
them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and 
carried the ashes of them unto Beth-el. And he put 
down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah 
had ordained to bum incense in the high places in the 
cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jeru- 
salem : them also that burnt incense unto Baal, to the 
sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all 
the host of heaven. And he brought out the grove 
£rom the house of the Lord, without Jerusalem, unto 
the brook Kidron, and burnt it at the brook Kidron, 
and stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder 
thereof upon the graves of the children of the people. 
And he brake down the houses of the sodomites, that 
were by the house of the Lord, where the women wove 
hangings for the grove. And he brought all the priests 
out of the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places 
where the priests had burnt incense, from Geba to 
Beer-sheba, and brake down the high places of the 
gates that were in the entering in of the gate of Joshua 
the governor of the city, which were on a ma^rJ^ V'^i^* 
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Ikand at the gate of the diy. Nevertheless the priests 
of the high places came not up to the altar of the Lobd 
in Jerusalem, but they did eat of the unleavened bread 
among their brethren. And he defiled Topheth, which 
is in ihe valley of the children of TTiniiom, that no 
man might make his son or his daughter to pass 
through the fire to Molech. And be took away the 
horses that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at 
the entering in of the house of the Lord, by the 
chamber of Nathan-melech the chamberlain, which 
was in the suburbs, and burnt the chariots of the sun 
with fire. And the altars that were on the top of the 
upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had 
made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the 
two courts of the house of the Lord, did the king beat 
down, and break them down from thence, and cast the 
dust of them into the brook Kidron. And the high 
places that were before Jerusalem, which were on the 
right hand of the mount of Corruption, which Solomon 
the king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the abomi- 
nation of the Sidonians, and for Chemosh the abomina- 
tion of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination 
of the children of Ammon, did the king defile. And 
he brake in pieces the images, and cut down the groves, 
and filled their places with the bones of men. 

Moreover, the altar that was at Beth-el, and the 
high place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
made Israel to sin, had made, both that altar and the 
high place he brake down, and burnt the high place,, 
and stamped it small to powder, and burnt the grove. 
And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepuLchreE 
that were there in the mount, and sent, and took the 
bones out of the sepulchres, and burnt them upon the 
altar, and polluted it, according to the word of the 
Lord, which the man of God proclaimed, who pro- 
claimed these words. Then he said. What title is that 
that I see 1 And the men of the city told him. It is 
the sepulchre of the man of Grod, which came from 
Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou haat 
done against the altar of Beth-el. And he said. Let 
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him. alone ; let no man move his bones. So they let 
his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that 
came out of Samaria. 

And all the houses also of the high places that were 
in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had 
made to provoke the Lord to anger, Josiah took away, 
and did to them according to all the acts that he had 
done in BethreL And he slew all the priests of the 
high places that were there upon the altars, and burnt 
men's bones upon them, and returned to Jerusalem. 

Moreover, Josiah kept a passover unto the Lord in 
Jerusalem : and they killed the passover on the four- 
teenth day of the firat month. And he set the priests 
in their charges, and encouraged them to the service 
of the house of the Lord ; and said unto the Levites 
that taught all Israel, which were holy unto the Lord, 
Put the holy ark in the house which Solomon, the son of 
David king of Israel, did build ; it shall not be a bur- 
den upon your shoulders : serve now the Lord your 
God, and his people Israel, and prepare yourselves by 
the houses of your fathers, after your courses, accord- 
ing to the writing of David king of Israel, and accord- 
ing to the writing of Solomon his son. And stand in 
the holy place, according to the divisions of the families 
of the fathers of your brethren the people, and after 
the division of the families of the Levites. So kill the 
passover, and sanctify yourselves, and prepare your 
brethren, that they may do according to the word of 
the Lord by the hand of Moses. 

And Josiah gave to the people, of the flock, lambs 
and kids, all for the passover-oflerings, for all that 
were present, to the number of thirty thousand, and three 
thousand bullocks : these were of the king's substance. 
And his princes gave willingly unto the people, to the 
priestiE^ and to the Levites : Hilkiah, and Zechariah, and 
Jehiel, rulers of the house of God, gave imto the priests 
for the passoverK)flerings two thousand and six hundred 
small cattle, and three hundred oxen. Gononiah also, 
and Shemaiah, and Nethaneel, his brethren, and Ha- 
diabiah, and Jeiel, and Jozabad, chiisf of the LeYii2eB» 
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gave unto the Levites for passover-offerings five thou- 
sand small cattle, and five hundred oxen. 

So the service was prepared, and the priests stood 
in their place, and the Levites in their courses, accord- 
ing to the king's commandment. And they killed the 
passover, and the priests sprinkled the blood from their 
hands, and the Levites flayed them. And they re- 
moved the bumb-off'erings, that they might give accord- 
ing to the divisions of the families of the people, to 
offer unto the Lord, as it is written in the book of 
Moses: and so did they with the oxen. And they 
roasted the passover with fire, according to the ordi- 
nance : but the other holy offerings sod they in potSj 
and in caldrons, and in pans, and divided them speedily 
among all the people. And afterward they made ready 
for themselves, and for the priests : because the priests 
the sons of Aaron were busied in offering of burnt- 
offerings and the fat until night ; therefore the Levites 
prepared for themselves, and for the priests the sons 
of Aaron. And the singers, the sons of Asaph, were 
in their place, according to the commandment of David, 
and Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun the king's seer; 
and the porters waited at every gate : they might not 
depart from their service ; for their brethren the Le- 
vites prepared for them. 

So all the service of the Lord was prepared the same 
day, to keep the passover, and to offer burnt-offerings 
upon the altar of the Lord, according to the com- 
mandment of king Josiah. And the children of Israel 
that were present kept the passover at that time, and 
the feast of unleavened bresid seven days. And there 
was no passover like to that kept in Israel, from the 
days of Samuel the prophet ; neither did all the kings 
of Israel keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and the 
priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel that 
were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. In 
the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was this 
passover kept. 

After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple^ 
Necho king of Egypt came up to fight against Car- 



JOSIAH. 137 

chemish* by Euphrates : and Josiah went out against 
him. But he sent ambassadors to him, saying, What 
have I to do with thee, thou king of Judah ] I come 
not against thee this day, but against the house where- 
with I have war; for God commanded me to make 
haste : forbear thee from meddling with God, who is 
with me, that he destroy thee not. Nevertheless Josiah 
would not turn his face from him, but disguised him- 
self, that he might fight with him, and hearkened not 
unto the words of Necho from the mouth of God, and 
came to fight in the valley of Megiddo. And the 
archers shot at king Josiah : and the king said to his 
servants, Have me away ; for I am sore wounded. His 
servants therefore took him out of that chariot, and 
put him in the second chariot that he had ; and they 
bf-ought him to Jerusalem, and he died, and was buried 
in one of the sepulchres of his fathers ; and all Judah 
and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. And Jeremiah 
lamented for Josiah ; and all the singing-men and the 
singing-women spake of Josiah in their lamentations 
to this day, and made them an ordinance in Israel : and, 
behold, they are written in the Lamentations.! And 
the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah 
and anointed him, and made him king in his father's 
stead. 

* A strongly fortified city at the junction of the Chebar and 
Euphrates, the key of Assyria on the west. A few years later, 
in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, Nebuchadnezzar inflicted a 
decisive defeat upon Necho near this place. 

+ "The elegy of the prophet has not reached us; but it 
seems to have been long preserved among his countrymen, and 
chanted on several public occasions by the professional singers, 
who, probably, got the dirges they sang from a collection of 
funeral odes, composed on the death of good and great men of 
the nation.'' — Jamieson, 
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JEHOAEAZ (or Shallum). 

Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he 
b^an to reign ; and he reigned three months in 
609 Jerusalem : and his mother's name was Hamntal, 
B.C. the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. And he 
did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, 
according to all that his fathers had done. 

And Pharaoh-necho put him in bands at Biblah, 
in the land of Hamath, that he might not reign in 
Jerusalem ; and put the land to a tribute ^ of an hun- 
dred talents of silver, and a talent of gold. And 
Pharaoh-necho made Eliakim the son of Josiah king 
in the room of Josiah his father, and turned his name 
to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away : and he came 
to Egypt, and died there. 

And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to 
Pharaoh ; but he taxed the land to give the money, 
according to the commandment of Pharaoh : he exacted 
the silver and the gold of the people of the land, of 
every one according to his taxation, to give it imto 
Pharaoh-necho. 

"Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him; 
but weep sore for him that goeth away : for he shall 
return no more, nor see his native country. For thus 
saith the Lord touching Shallum the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, which reigned instead of Josiah his 
father, which went forth out of this place, He shall 
not return thither any more : but he shall die in the 
place whither they have led him captive, and shall see 
this land no more." (Jer. xxii 10-12.) 
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JEHOIAEDL 

Jehoiakih was twenty and five years old when he 
began to reign ; and he reigned eleven years in 
Jerusalem : and his mother's name was Zebudah, 608 
the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. And he B.a 
did that which was evil in the sight of the Lobd, 
according to all that his fathers had done. 

" The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see. 
O Lord, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not heai* ! 
even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not 
save ! Why dost thou show me iniquity, and cause 
me to behold grievance 1 for spoiling and violence are 
before me : and there are that raise up strife and con- 
tention. Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment 
doth never go forth : for the wicked doth compass 
about the righteous ; therefore wrong judgment pro- 
ceedeth. Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, 
and wonder marvellously ; for I will work a work in 
your days, which ye will not believe, though it be told 
you. For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and 
hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth 
of the land, to possess the dwelling-places that are not 
theirs. They are terrible and dreadful : their judgment 
and their dignity shall proceed of themselves. Their 
horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more 
fierce than the evening wolves : and their horsemen 
shall spread themselves, and their horsemen shall come 
from far ; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to 
eat. They shall come all for violence : their faces shall 
sup up as the east wind, and they shall gather the 
captivity as the sand. And they shall scoff at the 
kings, and the princes shall be a scorn unto them: 
they shall deride every strong hold; for they shall 
heap dust, and take it. Then shall his mind change, 
and he shall pass over, and offend, imputing this his 
power unto his god. Art thou not from everlasting, 
O Lord my God, mine Holy One 1 we shall not 'die. 
O Lord, thou hast ordained them for judgment ; and. 
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O mighty God, thou hast established them for correc- 
tion." (Hab. i. 1-12.) 

In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son 
of Josiah king of Judah, came this word from the 
Lord, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Stand in the court 
of the Lord's house, and speak unto all the cities of 
Judah, which come to worship in the Lord's house, all 
the words that I command thee to speak unto them ; 
diminish not a word : if so be they will hearken, and 
turn every man from his evil way, that I may repent 
me of the evil which I purpose to do unto them, be- 
cause of the evil of their doings. And thou shalt say 
unto them, Thus saith the Lord, If ye will not hearken 
to me, to walk in my law, which I have set before you, 
to hearken to the words of my servants the prophets, 
whom I sent unto you, both rising up early, and send- 
ing them, but ye have not hearkened; then will I 
make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a 
curse to all the nations of the earth. So the priests, 
and the prophets, and all the people, heard Jeremiah 
speaking these words in the house of the Lord. 

Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an 
end of speaking all that the Lord had commanded him 
to speak unto all the people, that the priests, and the 
prophets, and all the people, took him, saying, Thou 
shalt surely die. Why hast thou prophesied in the 
name of the Lord, saying, This house shall be like 
Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without an in- 
habitant 1 And all the people were gathered against 
Jeremiah in the house of the Lord. 

When the princes of Judah heard these things, then 
they came up from the king's house unto the house of 
the Lord, and sat down in the entry of the new gate 
of the Lord's house. Then spake the priests and the 
prophets unto the princes, and to all the people, say- 
ing, This man is worthy to die ; for he hath prophesied 
against this city, as ye have heard with your ears. 

Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes, and to 
all the people, saying, The Lord sent me to prophesy 
against this house, and against this city, all the words 
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that ye have heard. Therefore now amend your ways 
and youi' doings, and obey the voice of the Lord your 
God ; and the Lord will repent him of the evil that 
he hath pronounced against you. As for me, behold 
I am in your hand ; do with me as seemeth good and 
meet unto you : but know ye for certain, that, if ye 
put me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood 
upon yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the in- 
habitants thereof : for of a truth the Lord hath sent 
me unto you, to speak all these words in your ears. 

Then said the princes and all the people unto the 
priests, and to the prophets. This man is not worthy 
to die : for he hath spoken to us in the name of the 
Lord our God. Then rose up certain of the elders of 
the land, and spake to all the assembly of the people, 
saying, Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days 
of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the people 
of Judah, saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Zion 
shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become 
heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places 
of a forest. Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah 
put him at all to death 1 did he not fear the Lord, and 
besought the Lord, and the Lord repented him of the 
evil which he had pronounced against them? Thus 
might we procure great evil against our souls, 

And there was also a man that prophesied in the name 
of the Lord, Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Kirjath- 
jearim, who prophesied against this city, and against 
this land, according to all the words of Jeremiah : and 
when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, 
and all the princes, heard his words, the king sought 
to put him to death : but when Urijah heard it, he 
was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt ; and Jehoia- 
kim the king sent men into Egypt, namely, Elnathan 
the son of Achbor, and certain men with him into 
Egypt : and they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, 
and brought him unto Jehoiakim the king ; who slew 
him with the sword, and cast his dead body into the 
graves of the common people. Nevertheless the hand 
of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that 
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they should not give him into the hand of the people to 
put him to death. 

" In the third* year of the reign of Jehoiakim king 
of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto 
Jerusalem, and besieged it And the Lord gave Je- 
hoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the 
vessels of the house of God, which he carried into the 
land of Shinar, to the house of his god ; and he brought 
the vessels into the treasure-house of his god. And 
the king spake unto Ashpenaz, the master of his 
eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the childreai of 
Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes ; t 
children in whom was no blemish, but well-favoured, 
and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, 
and understanding science, and such as had ability in 
them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they 
might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chal- 
deans. And the king appointed them a daily provi- 
sion of the king's meat, and of the wine which he 
drank : so nourishing them three years, that at the 
end thereof they might stand before the king. Now 
among these were, of the children of Judah, Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah : unto whom the 
prince of the eunuchs gave names : for he gave unto 
Daniel the name of Belteshazzar ; and to Hananiah, of 
Shadrach ; and to Mishael, of Meshaoh ; and to Azariah, 
of Abed-nego. But Daniel purposed in his heart that 
he would not defile himself with the portion of the 

* The fourth according to Jepemiah. This apparent discsrefp- 
ancy arises probably from the fact that Daniel, in accorduioe 
with Chaldean custom, leaves out of count in his calculations 
the year of Jehoiakim*s accession. "It is a curious fact," 
says Mr. Geo. Smith ("Assyrian Discoveries," p. 386), "that 
the kings of Assyria and Babylonia did not in general b^^ 
to count the years of their reign until the commencement of 
the new year following their accession. " On this suppositioB, 
this difficulty, over which Biblical critics have wrangled so 
much, affords strong proof of the accuracy of both prophets. 

+ With this deportation of captives, the Babylonish ctto- 
tivity of sevent;^ years (Jer. xxix. 10) properly begins. The 
second deportation, under Jehoiachin, was eight years later, 
on which occasion Ezekiel was taken captive. 



long's mAat, nor with the wine which he drank : there- 
fore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he 
might not defile himseHl Now God had brought 
Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of 
/the eunuchs. And the prince of the eunuchs said unto 
Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed 
your meat and your drink : for why should he see your 
faces worse liking than the children which are of your 
sort 1 then shall ye make me endanger my head to the 
king. Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince 
of tibe eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
«nd Azariah, Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten 
days ; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to 
•dimk. Then let our countenances be looked upon 
before thee, and the countenance of the children that 
«at of the portion of the krag's meat; and as thou 
seest) deal with thy servants. So he consented to them 
in this matter, and 'proved them ten days. And at the 
end of ten days iheir countenances appeared fairer and 
flatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the 
portion of the king's meat. Thus Melzar took away 
the portion of their meat, and the wine that they 
should drink, and gave them pulse. As for these four 
children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all 
learning and wisdom : and Daniel had understanding 
in all visions and dreams. Now, at the end of the 
days that the king had said he should bring them in, 
then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before 
Nebuchadnezzar. And the king communed with them ; 
and among them all was found none like Daniel, Ha- 
naniah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they 
before the king. And in all matters of wisdom and 
xmderstanding, that the king enquired of them, he found 
them ten times better than all the magicians and astrol- 
ogers that were in his realm. . . . Then the king 
made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great 
.gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of 
Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise 
men of Babylon. Then Daniel requested of the king, 
and he set Sbadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, over 
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the a^irs of the provmce of Babylon : but Daniel sat 
in the gate of the king." (Dan. L 1-20 ; iL 48, 49.) 

The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the 
people of Judah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the 
son of Josiah king of Judah, that was the first year 
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon ; the which Jere- 
miah the prophet spake unto all the people of Judah, 
and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying. From 
the thirteenth year of Josiah the son' of Amon king of 
Judah, even unto this day, (that is the three and 
twentieth year,) the word of the Lord hath come 
unto me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early 
and speaking; but ye have not hearkened. And the 
Lord hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, 
rising early and sending them ; but ye have not heark- 
ened, nor inclined your ear to hear. They said. Turn ye 
again now every one from his evil way, and from the evil 
of your doings, and dwell in the land that the Lord hath 
given unto you and to your fathers for ever and ever : 
and go not after other gods to serve them, and to wor- 
ship them, and provoke me not to anger with the works 
of your hands, and I will do you no hurt. Yet ye have 
not hearkened unto me, saith the Lord ; that ye might 
provoke me to anger with the works of your hands to 
your own hurt. Therefore thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, Because ye have not heard my words, behold, I 
will send and take all the families of the north, saith 
the Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, 
my servant, and will bring them against this land, and 
against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these 
nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, 
and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and 
perpetual desolations. Moreover, I will take from 
them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, 
the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the 
bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the 
candle. And this whole land shall be a desolation, 
and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve 
the king of Babylon seventy years. And it shall come 
to pass, when seventy years are accomplished; that I 
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will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith 
the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chal- 
deans, and will make it perpetual desolations. And 
I will bring upon that land all my words which I have 
pronounced against it, even all that is written in this 
book, which Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the 
nations. For many nations and great kings shall 
serve themselves of them also : and I will recompense 
them according to their deeds, and according to the 
works of their own hands. For thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel unto me, Take the wine-cup of this fury 
at my hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send 
thee, to drink it. And they shall drink, and be moved, 
and be mad, because of the sword that I will send 
among them. Then took I the cup at the Lord's 
hand, and made all the nations to drink, unto whom 
the Lord had sent me: to wit, Jerusalem, and the 
cities of Judah, and the kings thereof, and the princes 
thereof, to make them a desolation, an astonishment^ an 
hissing, and a curse (as it is this day) ; Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, and his servants, and his princes, and all his 
people ; and all the mingled people, and all the kings 
of tie land of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the 
Philistines, and Ashkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and 
the remnant of Ashdod, Edom, and Moab, and the 
children of Ammon, and all the kings of Tyrus, and 
all the kings of Zidon, and the kings of the isles which 
are beyond the sea, Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, and 
all that are in the utmost corners, and all the kings of 
Arabia, and all the kings of the mingled people that 
dwell in the desert, and all the kings of Zimri, and all 
the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes, 
and all the kings of the north, far and near, one with 
another, and all the kingdoms of the world, which are 
upon the face of the earth : and the king of Sheshach 
shall drink after them. Therefore thou shalt say unto 
them, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, 
Drink ye, and be drunken, and spue, and fall, and rise 
no more, because of the sword which I will send among 
you. And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cu^ 

L 
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at thine hand to drink, then shalt thou say imto them^ 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Ye shall certainly drink 
For, lo, I begin to bring evil on the city which is called 
by my name, and should ye be utterly unpunished? 
Ye shall not be unpunished : for I will call for a sword 
upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the Jjord 
of hosts. Therefore prophesy thou against them all 
these words, and say unto them, The Lord shall roar 
from on high, and utter his voice from his holy habi- 
tation ; he shall mightily roar upon his habitation ; he 
shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against 
all the inhabitants of the earth. A noise shall come 
even to the ends of the earth ; for the Lord hath a 
controversy with the nations ; he will plead with all 
flesh ; he will give them that are wicked to the sword, 
saith the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts. Be- 
hold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a 
great whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of 
the earth. And the slain of the Lord shall be at that 
day from one end of the earth even unto the other end 
of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neith^ 
gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the 
ground. Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and wallow 
yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock : for 
the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions are 
accomplished ; and ye shall fall like a pleasant vesseL 
And the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the 
principal of the flock to escape. A voice of lie cry of 
the shepherds, and an howling of the principal of the 
flock, shall be heard : for the Lord hath spoiled their 
pasture. And the peaceable habitations are cut down 
because of the fierce anger of the Lord. He hath for- 
saken his covert, as the lion : for their land is desolate 
because of the fierceness of the oppressor, and becaufle 
of his fierce anger. 

The word which came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, 
in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah, saying, Go unto the house of the Bechabites,' 
and speak unto them, and bring them into the house 
of the Lord, into one of the chambers, and give them 



JEHOIAKIlt. 147 

-wine to drink. Then I took JaAzaniah the son of 
Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and his brethren, and 
all his sons, and the whole house of the Eiechabites ; 
and I brought them into the house of the Lord, into 
the chamber of the sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, 
a man of Grod, which was by the chamber of the princes, 
which was above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of 
ShaUum, the keeper of the door. And I set before the 
sons of the house of the Kechabites pots full of wine, 
and cups ; and I said unto them. Drink ye wine. But 
they said. We will drink no wine : for Jonadab the 
son of Bechab, our father, commanded us, saying, Ye 
shall drink no wine, neiliier ye, nor your sons for ever : 
neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant 
vineyard, nor have any: but all your days ye shall 
dwell in tents ; that ye may live many days in the land 
where ye be strangers. Thus have we obeyed the voice 
of Jonadab the son of Kechab, our father, in all that 
he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, 
Oiur wives, our sons, nor our daughters ; nor to build 
houses for us to dwell in ; neither have we vineyard, 
aor field, nor seed : but we have dwelt in tents, and 
have obeyed, and done according to all that Jonadab 
cor father commanded us. But it came to pass, when 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up into the 
land, that we said. Come, and let us go to Jerusalem 
for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of 
the army of the Syrians : so we dwell at Jerusalem. 
Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah, 
saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Iffl:ael, Go and tell the men of Judah, and the inha- 
bitants of, Jerusalem, "Will ye not receive instruction 
to hearken to my words 1 saith the Lord. The words 
of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his 
sons not to drink wine, are performed ; for unto this 
day they drink none, but obey their father's command- 
ment : notwithstanding I have spoken unto you, rising 
early and speaking ; but ye hearkened not unto me. 
I have sent also unto you all my servants the prophets, 
rising up early and sending them, saying, Eetum ye 




148 KINOS OF JUDAH. 

now every man from his evil way, and amend yoiu 
doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, anc 
ye shall dwell in the land which I have given to yoi 
and to your fathers : but ye have not inclined youi 
ear, nor hearkened unto me. Because the sons o 
Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the com 
mandment of their father, which he commanded them 
but this people hath not hearkened unto me : there 
fore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, the God o: 
Israel, Behold, I will bring upon Judah, and upon al 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, all the evil that I hav( 
pronounced against them : because I have spoken untc 
them, but they have not heard ; and I have called untc 
them, but they have not answered. And Jeremial 
said unto the house of the Bechabites, Thus saith th( 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Because ye hav< 
obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, anc 
kept all his precepts, and done according unto all thai 
he hath commanded you; therefore thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Jonadab the son oi 
Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me foi 
ever. 

And it came to pass, in the fourth year of Jehoiakin 
the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came 
unto Jeremiah from the Lord, saying. Take thee a 
roll of a book, and write therein all the words that ] 
have spoken unto thee against Israel, and againsi 
Judah, and against all the nations, from the day ] 
spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this 
day. It may be that the house of Judah will hear al] 
the evil which I purpose to do unto them ; that thej 
may return every man from his evil way ; that I may 
forgive their iniquity and their sin. Then JeremisJ^ 
called Baruch the son of Neriah : and Baruch wrote 
from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the Lord, 
which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. 
And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut 
up ; I cannot go into the house of the Lord : therefore 
go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written 
from my mouth, the words of the Lord, in the ears of 
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the people, in the Lord's house upon the fasting-day : 
and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah 
that come out of their cities. It may be they will 
present their supplication before the Lord, and will 
return every one from his evil way : for great is the 
anger and the fury that the Lord hath pronounced 
against this people. And Baruch the son of Neriah 
did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet com- 
manded him, reading in the book the words of the 
Lord in the Lord's house. 

And it came to pass, in the fifth year of Jehoiakim 
the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, 
that they proclaimed a fast before the Lord to all the 
people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came 
from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem. Then read 
Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house 
of the Lord, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of 
Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry 
of the new gate of the Lord's house, in the ears of all 
the people. When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the 
son of Shaphan, had heard. out of the book all the 
words of the Lord, then he went down into the king's 
house, into the scribe's chamber : and, lo, all the princes 
sat there, even Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the 
son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and 
Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of 
Hananiah, and all the princes. Then Michaiah declared 
unto them all the words that he had heard, when 
Baruch read the book in the ears of the people. There- 
fore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of- Nethaniah, 
the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto Baruch, 
saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast 
read in the ears of the people, and comfe. So Baruch 
the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came 
unto them. And they said unto him. Sit down now, 
and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in their 
ears. Now it came to pass, when they had heard all 
the words, they were afraid, both one and other, and 
said unto Baruch, "We will surely tell the king of all 
these words. And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us 
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now, How didst tboa write all these words at Ids 
mouth 1 Then Bamch answered ^em, He pronounced 
all these words onto me with his mouth, and I wrote 
them with inW in the book. Then said the princes 
unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah : and 
let no man know where ye be. 

And they went in to the king into the court, but 
they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama t^e 
scribe, and told all the words in ihe ears of the king. 
So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the 1*011 ; and he took 
it out of Elishama the scribe's chamber : and Jehiidi 
read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all 
the princes which stood beside the king. Now the 
king sat in the winter-house, in the ninth month : and 
there was a £re on the hearth burning before him. 
And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read tiiree 
or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it 
into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll 
was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth. Yet 
ihej were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither 
the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these 
words. Nevertheless Ebiathan, and Delaiah, and 
Gemariah, had made intercession to the king that he 
would not bum the roll ; but he would not hear them. 
But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Ham- 
melech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah 
the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe, and Jere- 
miah the prophet : but the Lord hid them. 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah (after 
that the king had burned the roll, and the words which 
Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah), saying, Take 
thee again another roll, and write in it all the former 
words that weife in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the 
king of Judah hath burnt. And thou shalt say to 
Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the Lord, Thou 
hast burnt this roll, saying. Why hast thou written 
therein, saying, Tlie king of Babylon shall certainly 
come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease 
from thence man and beast ? Therefore thus saith the 
Lord of Jehoiakim king of Judah, He shall have none 
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to sit upon the throne of David : and his dead body 
shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the 
night to the frost. And I will punish him, and his 
seed, and his servants, for their iniquity ; and I will 
bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I 
have pronounced againsfc them: but they hearkened 
not. 

Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to 
Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote 
therein, from the mouth of Jeremiah, all the words of 
the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burnt in 
the fire : and there were added besides unto them many 
like words. 

The word that Jeremiah the prophet spake unto 
Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had written these 
words in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah, saying, Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, 
unto thee, O Baruch; Thou didst say. Woe is me 
now 1 for the Lord hath added grief to my sorrow ; I 
fainted in my sighing, and I find no rest. Thus shalt 
thou say unto him, The Lord saith thus, Behold, that 
which I have built will I break down, and that which 
I have planted I will pluck up, even this whole lanoL 
And seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them 
not : for, behold, I will bring evil upon all flesh, saith 
the Lord ; but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey 
in all places whither thou goest. 

And [Jehoiakim] did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had 
done. Li his days Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant three 
years : then he turned and rebelled against him. And 
the Lord sent against him bands of the Chaldees, and 
bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and 
bands of the children of Ammon, and sent them against 
Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the Lord, 
which he spake by his servants the prophets. Surely 
at the commandment of the Lord came this uli^*^ 
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Jndah, to remore them out of bis sight, for the sins of 
MaziaflBeh, according to all that he did ; and also for 
the innocent blood that he shed : for he filled Jerusalem 
with innocent blood ; which the LosD would not par- 
don. Now the rest of the acts of Jehoialdm, and aQ 
that he did, are thej not written in the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Jndahl So Jehoiakim 
slept with his fathers : and Jehoiachin his son reigned 
in his stead. And the king of ^^ypt came not again 
any more oat of his land : for the long of Babjlon had 
taken from the river of Egypt unto the river Euphrates 
all that pertained to the king of f^ypt. 

^*Woe unto him that buildeth his house by un- 
righteousness, and his chambers by wrong ; that useth 
his neighbour's service without wages, and giveth him 
not for his work ; that saith, I will build me a wide 
house, and large chambers, and cutteth him out win- 
dows ; and it is ceiled with cedar, and painted with 
vermilion ! Shalt thou reign, b^^use thou closest 
thyself in cedar 1 Did not thy father eat and drink, 
and do judgment and justice, and then it was well 
with him ? He judged the cause of the poor and needy ; 
then it was well with him : was not this to know me % 
saith the Lord. But thine eyes and thine heart are 
not but for thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent 
blood, and for oppression, and for violence, to do it, 
Tlierefore thus saith the Lord concerning Jehoiakim 
the son of Josiah king of Judah, They shall not lament 
for him, saying, Ah my brother ! or, Ah sister ! they 
shall not lament for him, saying, Ah lord ! or, Ah his 
glory ! He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, 
drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem." * 
(Jer. xxii. 13-19). 

* The circumstances of his death, which was doubtless a 
violent one, are not recorded. From a comparison of passages, 
however, it would seem that Nebuchadnezzar had intended to 
carry him to Babylon, that he died at Jerusalem before this 
intention was carried into effect, and that his lifeless body, aa 
had been foretold, was dragged out of the gates by the Ohal* 
deans and left unburied. 
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JEHOIACHIN (or Jeconiah). 

[Among the captives whom Nebuchadnezzar carried to 
Babylon along with king Jehoiachin was Ezekiel, the son of 
Bnzi, who seems to have commenced his prophetic mission in 
the fifth year of his exile, and to have continued it till the 
sixteenth year after the destruction of Jerusalem. According 
to tradition he was put to death by the chief of the people 
for having reproved him for idolatry, and his sepulchre was 
pointed out in later times between the Chebar and the Eu> 
phrates.] 

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began 
to reign ; and he reigned in Jerusalem three 
months : and his mother's name was Kehushta, 599 
the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. And B.C. 
he did l^at which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, according to all that his father had done. 

At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city 
■was besieged. And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came against the city, and his servants did besiege it. 
And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king 
of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his servants, and 
his princes, and his officers ; and the king of Babylon 
took him in the eighth year of his * reign. And he 
carried out thence all the treasures of the house of the 
Lord, and the treasures of the king*s house, and cut in 
pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king ol 
Israel had made in the temple of the Lord, as the 
Lord had said. And he carried away all Jerusalem, 
and all the princes, and all the mighty men of valour, 
even ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and 
smiths : none remained, save the poorest sort of the 
people of the land. And he carried away Jehoiachin 
to Babylon, and the king's mother, and the king's 
wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land; 
those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to 
Babylon. And all the men of might, even seven 

«.e., Nebuchadnezzar's. 
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thousand, and craftsmen and smiths a thousand, all 
that were strong and apt for war, even them the ^ wg 
of Babylon brought captive to Babylon. And the 
king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father's brother 
king in his stead, and changed his name to Zede- 
Idah. 

. '^ As I live, saith the Lord, though Coniah the son 
of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my 
right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence ; and I will 
give thee into the hand of them that seek thy life, and 
into the hand of them whose face thou fearest, even 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and 
into the hand of the Chaldeans. And I will cast thee 
out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another 
country, where ye were not bom ; and there shall ye 
die. But to the land whereunto they desire to return, 
thither shall they not return. Is this man Coniah a 
despised broken idol? is he a vessel wherein is no" 
pleasure ? wherefore are they cast out, he and his seed, 
and are cast into a land which they know not ? O 
earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord. Thus 
saith the Lord, Write ye this man childless, a man 
that shall not prosper in his days: for no man of 
his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of 
David, and rulmg any more in Judah." ( Jer. yrii, 
24-30.) 

" The Lord shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of 
figs were set before the temple of the Lord, after that 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away 
captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judab, 
and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters and 
smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them to 
Babylon. One basket had very good figs, even like 
the figs that are first ripe ; and the other basket had 
very naughty figs, which could not be eaten, they were 
so bad. Then said the Lord imto me. What seest 
thou, Jeremiah ? and I said, Figs ; the good figs, very 
good; and the evil, very evil, that cannot be eaten, 
they are so evil. Again the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying. Thus saiili the Lord, the God of 
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Tsrael, Like these good figs, so will I acknowledge them 
that are carried away captiye of Judah, whom I have 
tsent out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans 
for their good. For I will set mine eves upon them 
for good, and I will bring them again to this land ; 
and I will build them, and not pull them down ; and 
I will plant them, and not pluds: them up. And I 
will give them an heart to know me, that I am the 
Lqbd; and they shall be my people, and I will be 
their God : for they shall return unto me with their 
whole heart. And as the evil %s, which cannot be 
eaten, they are so evil ; surely thus saith the Lord, 
So will I give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his 
princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, that remain in 
this land, and them that dwell in the land of Egypt ; 
and I will deliver them to be removed into all the 
kingdoms of the earth for their hurt, to be a reproach 
and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places whither 
I shall drive them. And I will send the sword, the 
famine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be 
consumed from off the land that I gave unto them and 
to their fathers." (Jer. xxiv. 1-10.) 

In the fifth day of the month, (which was the fifth 
year of king Jehoiachin's captivity,) the word of the 
LoBD came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son 
of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans, by the river 
Chebar; and the hand of the Lord was there upon 
him. And he said unto me. Son of man, staud upon 
thy feet, and I will speak unto thee. And the spirit 
entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me 
upon my feet, that I heard him that spake unto me. 
And he said unto me. Son of man, I send thee to the 
children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath ro- 
bbed against me : they and their fathers have trans- 
gressed against me, even unto this very day. For 
they are impudent children, and stiff-hearted. I do 
43end thee unto them ; and thou shalt say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God. And they, whether 
they will hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they 
are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that there hath 
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been a prophet among them. And thon, son of man, 
be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their words, 
though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost 
dwell among scorpions ; be not afraid of their words, 
nor be dismayed at their looks, though they be a re- 
bellious house. And thou shalt speak my words unto 
them, whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear : for they are most rebellious. But thou, son 
of man, hear what I say unto thee : Be not thou re- 
bellious like that rebellious house : open thy mouth, 
and eat that I give thee. And when I looked, behold, 
an hand was sent unto me ; and, lo, a roll of a book 
was therein ; aud he spread it before me : and it was 
written within and without: and there was written 
therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe. More- 
over, he said unto me. Son of man, eat that thou 
findest ; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of 
Israel. So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to 
eat that roll. And he said unto me. Son of man, cause 
thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that 
I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my 
mouth as honey for sweetness. And he said unto me. 
Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and 
speak with my words unto them. For thou art not 
sent to a people of a strange speech, and of an hard 
language, but to the house of Israel : not to many 
people of a strange speech, and of an hard language, 
whose words thou canst not understand : surely, had I 
sent thee to them, they would have hearkened unto 
thee. But the house of Israel will not hearken unto 
thee ; for they will not hearken unto me : for all the 
house of Israel are impudent and hard-hearted. Be- 
hold, I have made thy face strong against their faces, 
and thy forehead strong against their foreheads. As 
an adamant, harder than flint, have I made thy fore-, 
head: fear them not, neither be dismayed at their 
looks, though they be a rebellious house. 

Moreover, he said unto me. Son of man, all my words 
that I shall speak unto thee receive in thine heart, and 
hear with thine ears. And go, get thee to them of the 
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captivity, unto the children of thy people, and speak 
unto them, and tell them, Thus saith the Lord God, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear. 
Then the spirit took me up, and I heard behind me a 
voice of a great rushing, saying. Blessed be the glory 
of the Lord from his place. I heard also the noise of 
the wings of the living creatures that touched one 
another, and the noise of the wheels over against them, 
and a noise of a great rushing. So the spirit lifted me 
up, and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in 
the heat of my spirit ; but the hand of the Lord was 
strong upon me. Then I came to them of the capti- 
vity at Tel-abib, that dwelt by the river of Chebar, 
and I sat where they sat, and remained there aston- 
ished among them seven days. And it came to pass 
at the end of seven days, that the word of the Lord 
came unto me, saying, Son of man, I have made thee 
a watchman unto the house of Israel : therefore hear 
the word at my mouth, and give them warning from 
me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely 
die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest 
to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his 
life : the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity ; 
but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou 
warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wicked- 
ness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his ini- 
quity ; but thou hast delivered thy soul. Again, When 
a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and 
commit iniquity, and I lay a stumbling-block before 
him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him 
warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness 
which he hath done shall not be remembered ; but his 
blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless, 
if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous 
sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, 
because he is warned: also thou hast delivered thy 
soul. 

And it came to pass, in the seven and thirtieth year 
of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the 
twelfth month, in the five and twentieth day of the 
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montli, that Evil-morodacli * king ci Babylon, in the 
first jear of his reign, lifted up the head of Jehoiachin 
king of Judah, and brought him forth out <^ prison, 
and spake kindlj unto him, and set his throne above 
the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon, 
and changed his prison-garments: and he did con- 
tinually eat bread before him aU the days of his life. 
And for his diet, there was a continual diet given him 
of the king of Babylon, every day a portion, until the 
day oi his death, all the days <^ his life. 

ZEDEEIAH. 

Zedeeiah was twenty and one years old when he 
began to reign ; and he reigned eleven years in Jervt- 
salem: and his mother's name was ECamutal, the 
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. And he did that 

which was evil in the sight of the Lord, accord- 
598 ing to all that Jehoiakim had done. For 
B.C. through the anger of the Lord it came to pass 

in Jerusalem and Judah, until he had cast them 
out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against 
the king of Babylon. 

And it came to pass the same year, in the begin- 
ning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the 
fourth year, and in the fifth month, that Hananiah 
the son of Azur the prophet, which was of Gibeon, 
spake unto me in the house of the Lord, in the pres- 
ence of the priests, and of all the people, saying. Thus 
speaketh the Lord of hosts, the Gfod of Israel, saying, 
I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. 
Within two full years will I bring again into thi& 
place all the vessels of the Lord's house that Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this place, 
and carried them to Babylon : and I will bring again 

* He was the son and successor of Nebuchadnezzar, and the 
father of Belshazzar whose tragic end is recorded in the book 
of Daniel. His name occurs on one of the tablets recently 
presented to the British Museum. 
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to this place Jeccmiah the soa of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, with all the captives of Jndah, that went into 
Babylon, saith the Lobd : for I will break the yoke of 
the king of Babylon. 

Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet 
Hananiah, in the presence of the priests, and in the 
presence of all the people that stood in the house of 
the Lord, even the prophet Jeremiah said. Amen: 
the Lord do so : the Lord perform thy words which 
thou hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels of the 
Lord's house, and all that is carried away captive, 
from Babylon into this place. Nevertheless, hear thou 
now this word that I speak in thine ears, and in the 
ears of all the people ; The prophets that have been 
before me and before thee of old, prophesied both 
against many countries, and against great kingdoms, 
of war, and of evil, and of pestilence. The prophet 
which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the pro- 
phet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet *be 
kpown, that the Lord hath truly sent him. 

Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from ofi 
the prophet Jeremiah's neck, and brake it. And 
Hananiah spake in the presence of all the people, say- 
ing, Thus saith the Lord, Even so will I break the 
yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the 
neck of all nations within the space of two full years. 
And the prophet Jeremiah went his way. 

Then iSie word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah the 
prophet, (after that Hananiah the prophet had broken 
the yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah,) 
flaying. Go and tell Hananiah, saying. Thus saith the 
Lord, Thou hast broken the yokes of wood ; but thou 
shalt make for them yokes of iron. For thus saith 
^he Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, I have put a yoke 
of iron upon the neck of all these nations, that they 
may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon ; and they 
shall serve him : and I have given him the beasts of 
the field also. 

Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the 
prophet^ Hear now, Hananiah; the Lobd hath not 
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sent thee ; bat thou makest this people to trust in a 
lie. Therefore thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will 
cast thee from off the face of the earth ; this year thou 
shalt die, because thou hast taught rebellion against 
the Lord. So Hananiah the prophet died the same 
year, in the seventh month. 

Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah 
the prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the residue of 
the elders which were carried away captives, and to 
the priests, and to the prophets, and to all the people 
whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from 
Jerusalem to Babylon, (after that Jeconiah the king, 
and the queen, and the eunuchs, the princes of Judah 
and Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and the smiths, 
were departed from Jerusalem,) by the hand of Elasah 
the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, 
(whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent unto Babylon to 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,) saying. Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, imto all that are 
carried away captives, whom I have caused to be car- 
ried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; Build ye 
houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and 
eat the fruit of them ; take ye wives, and beget sons 
and daughters ; and take wives for your sons, and give 
your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons 
and daughters ; that ye may be increased there, and 
not diminished. And seek the peace of the city 
whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, 
and pray unto the Lord for it : for in the peace thereof 
shall ye have peace. For thus saith the Lqrd of hosts, 
the God of Israel, Let not your prophets and your 
diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, 
neither hearken to your dreams which ye caused to be 
dreamed. For they prophesy falsely unto you in my 
name : I have not sent them, saith the Lord. For 
thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years be 
accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform 
my good word toward you, in causing you to return 
to tlas place. For I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, saith the Lord; thoughts of peace, and not 
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of evil, to give you an expected end. Then sliall ye 
call upon me, and ye sliall go and pray unto me, and 
I will hearken imto you. And ye shall seek me, and 
find me, when ye shall search for me with all your 
heart. And I will be found of you saith the Lobd ; 
and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather 
you from all the nations, and from all the places 
whither I have driven you, saith the Lord; and I 
will bring you again into the place whence I caused 
you to be carried away captive. Because ye have said. 
The Lord hath raised us up prophets in Babylon; 
know that thus saith the Lord of the king that sitteth 
upon the throne of David, and of all the people that 
dwelleth in this city, and of your brethren that are not 
gone forth with you into captivity; thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, Behold, I will send upon them the 
sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and will make 
them like vile figs, that cannot be eaten, they are so 
«vil. And I will persecute them with the sword, with 
the fjEunine, and with the pestilence, and will deliver 
them to be removed to all the kingdoms of the earth, 
to be a curse, and an astonishment, and an hissing, and 
a reproach, among all the nations whither I have driven 
them : because they have not hearkened to my words, 
saith the Lord, which I sent unto them by my ser- 
vants the prophets, rising up early and sending them ; 
but ye would not hear, saith itie Lord. Hear ye 
therefore the word of the Lord, all ye of the captivity, 
whom I have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon ; thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, of Ahab 
the son of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the son of Maa- 
seiah, which prophesy a lie to you in my name. Behold, 
I will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, and he shall slay them before your 
eyes : and of them shall be taken up a curse by all the 
captivity of Judah which are in Babylon, saying. The 
Lord make thee like Zedekiah, and like Ahab, whom 
the king of Babylon roasted in the fire ; because they 
have committed villany in Israel, and have committed 
adultery with their neighbours* wives, and have spoken 
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lying words in my name, wiiich I have not commanded 
them ; even I know, and am a witness, saiih the Lokd. 
Thus shalt tboa also speak to Shemaiah the Nehela- 
mite, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel, saying, Because thou hast sent letters 
in thy name unto all the people that are at Jerusalem, 
and to Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, and to- 
all the priests, saying, The Lord hath made thee priest 
in the stead of Jehoiada the priest, that ye should be 
offic^^s in the house of the Lord, for every man that is 
mad, and maketh himself a prophet, that ijiou shouldest 
put him in prison, and in the stocks. Now therefore, why 
hast thou not reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth, which 
maketh himself a prophet to you ? For therefore ho 
sent unto us in Babylon, saying, This captivity is long : 
build ye houses and dwell in them ; and plant gardens, 
and eat the fruit of them. 

And Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the 
ears of Jeremiah the prophet. Then came the word of 
the Lord unto Jeremiah, saying. Send to all them of 
the captivity, saying. Thus saith the Lord concerning 
Shemaiah the Nehelamite, Because that Shemaiah 
hath prophesied unto you, and I sent him not, and he 
caused you to trust in a lie ; therefore thus saith the 
Lord, Behold, I will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite, 
and his seed : he shall not have a man to dwell among 
this people : neither shall he behold the good that I 
will do for my people, saith the Lord ; because he hatk 
taught rebellion against the Lord. 

And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, 
in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, 
that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he, and 
all his host, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it; 
and they bmlt forts against it round about. 

The word which came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, 
(when Nebuchadnezzar kiag of Babylon, and all his 
army, and all the kingdoms of the earth of his domi- 
nion, and all the people, fought against Jerusalem, 
and against all the cities thereof,) saying. Thus saith. 
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the LoBD, the God of Israel, Go and speak to Zode- 
kiah king of Judah, and tell him; Thus saith the 
Lord, Behold, I will give this citj into the hand of 
the king of Babylon, and he shall bum it with fire : 
and thou shalt not escape out of his hand, but shalt 
surely be taken, and d^ivered into his hand; and 
thine eyes shall behold the eyes of the king of Babylon, 
and he shall speak with thee mouth to mouth, and 
thou shalt go to Babylon. Yet hear the word of the 
LoRD^ O Zedekiah king of Judah. Thus saith the 
Lord of thee. Thou shalt not die by the sword : but 
thou shalt die in peace : and with the burnings of thy 
fathers, the former kings which were before thee, so 
shall they bum odours for thee : and they will lament 
thee, saying, Ah lord: for I have pronounced the 
word, saith the Lord. Then Jeremiah the prophet 
spake all these words unto Zedekiah king of Judali in 
Jerusalem, when the king of Babylon's army fought 
against Jerusalem, and against all the cities of Judah 
that were left, against Lachish, and against Azekah : 
for these defenced cities remained of the cities of Judah. 
This is the word that came unto Jeremiah from the 
Lord, after that the king Zedekiah had made a cove- 
nant with all the people which were at Jerusalem, to 
proclaim liberty unto them : that every man should 
let his man-servant, and every man his maid-servant, 
being an Hebrew or an Hebrewess, go firee ; that none 
should serve himself of them, to wit, of a Jew, his 
brother. Now, when all the princes, and aU the 
people, which had entered into the covenant, heard 
that every one should let his man-servant, and every 
one his maid-servant, go free, that none should serve 
themselves of them any more : then they obeyed, and 
let them go. But afterward they turned, and caused 
the servants and the handmaids, whom they had Idt 
go free, to return, and brought them into subjection 
for servants and for handmaids. Therefore the word 
of the Lord came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying. 
Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, I made a cove- 
nant with your fathers in the day that I brought thezxL 
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forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondmen, saying, At the end of seven years let ye go 
every man his brother an Hebrew, which hath been 
sold unto thee; and when he hath served thee six 
years, thou shalt let him go free from thee : but your 
fathers hearkened not unto me, neither inclined their 
ear. And ye were now turned, and had done right in my 
sight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his neigh- 
bour ; and ye had made a covenant before me in the 
house which is called by my name : but ye turned, 
and polluted my name, and caused every man his ser- 
vant, and every man his handmaid, whom he had set 
at liberty at their pleasure, to return, and broTight 
them into subjection, to be unto you for servants and 
for handmaids. Therefore thus saith the Lord, Ye 
have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, 
eveiy one to his brother, and every man to his neigh- 
bour : behold, I proclaim a liberty for you, saith the 
LoBD, to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the 
famine ; and I will make you to be removed into all 
the kingdoms of the earth. And I will give the men 
that have transgressed my covenant, which have not per- 
formed the words of the covenant which they had made 
before me, when they cut the calf in twain, and passed 
between the parts thereof, the piinces of Judah, and 
the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the priests, 
and all the people of the land, which passed between the 
parts of the calf; I will even give them into the hand 
of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek 
their life: and their dead bodies shall be for meat 
unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beasts of the 
earth. And Zedekiah king of Judah, and his princes, 
will I give into the hand of their enemies, and into the 
hand of them that seek their life, and into the hand 
of the king of Babylon's army which are gone up from 
you. Behold, I will command, saith the Lord, and 
cause them to return to this city : and they shall fight 
against it and take it, and bum it with fire ; and I 
will make the cities of Judah a desolation without an 
inhabitant. 
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The word which came unto Jeremiah from the 
Lord, when king Zedekiah sent unto him Pashur the 
son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah 
the priest, saying, Enquire, I pray thee, of the Lord 
for us (for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon maketh 
war against us), if so be that the Lord will deal with 
us according to all his wondrous works, that he may 
go up from us. Then said Jeremiah unto them, Thus 
shall ye say to Zedekiah ; Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war 
that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight against the 
king of Babylon, and against the Chaldeans, which 
besiege you without the walls, and I will assemble 
them into the midst of this city. And I myself will 
fight against you with an outstretched hand, and with 
a strong arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in great 
wrath. And I will smite the inhabitants of this city, 
both man and beast : they shall die of a great pesti- 
lence. And afterward, saith the Lord, I will deliver 
Zedekiah king of Judah, and his servants, and the 
people, and such as are left in this city from the pesti- 
lence, from the sword, and from the famine, into the 
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the 
hand of their enemies, and into the hand of those that 
seek their life : and he shall smite them with the edge 
of the sword ; he shall not spare them, neither have 
pity, nor have mercy. And unto this people thou 
shalt say, Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I set before 
you the way of life, and the way of death. He that 
abideth in this city shall die by the sword, and by the 
famine, and by the pestilence : but he that goeth out, 
and falleth to the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall 
live, and his life shall be unto him for a prey. For I 
have set my face against this city for evil, and not for 
good, saith the Lord 3 it shall be given into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and he shall bum it with fire. 
And touching the house of the king of Judah, say. 
Hear ye the word of the Lord ; O house of David, 
thus saith the Lord, Execute judgment in the morn- 
ing, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the hand of 
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the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and 'bum 
that none can quench it, because of the eyil of your 
doings. Behold, I am s^inst thee, O inhabitant of 
the valley, and rock of the plain, saith the Lord; 
which say, Who shall come down against us ? or who 
shall enter into our habitations 1 But I will punish 
you according to the fruit of your doings, saith the 
Lord ; and I will kindle a fire in the forest thereof 
tmd it shall devour all things round about it. 

Thus saith the Lord, Go down to the house of the 
king of Judah, and speak there this word, and say, 
Hear the word of the Lord, O king of Judah, that 
attest upon the throne of David, thou, assd tiiiy ser- 
vants, and thy people that enter in by these gates. 
Thus saith the Lord, Execute ye juc^^ent and 
righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand 
of the oppressor : and do no wrong, do no violence to 
the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neither 
shed innocent blood in this place. For if ye do this 
thing indeed, then shall there enter in by the gates of 
this house kings sitting upon the throne of David, 
riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his servants, 
and his people. But if ye will not hear these 'words, 
I swear by myself, saith the Lord, l^at this house 
shall become a desolation. For thus saith the Lord 
unto the king's house of Judah, Thou art G-ilead unto 
me, and the head of Lebanon : yet surely I will make 
thee a wilderness, and cities wbLch are not inhabited. 
And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every one 
with his weapons ; and they shall out down thy choice 
oedars, and cast them into the fire. And many nations 
shall pass by this city, and they i^all say every man 
to his neighboiu", Wherefore hath the Lord done 
thus xmto this great city % Then they shall answer, 
Because they have forsaken the covenant of the Lord 
th^ God, and worshipped other gods, and served 
them. 

And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of 
Shelemiah, and Zephaniah tlie son of Maaseiah the 
priest, to the prophet Jeremiah, saying. Pray now unto 
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iihe Lord our God for us. I^ow Jer^iaiah came in and 
went out among the people ; for they had not put him 
into prison. Then Pharaoh's army was come f<»ih 
out of Egypt : and when the Chaldeans that besi^ed 
Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they departed fron^ 
Jerusalem. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto the prophet 
Jeremiah, saying. Thus saith the Lord, the Grod of 
Israel^ Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah, that 
sent you unto me to enquire of me ; Behold, Pharadi's 
army, which is come forth to help you, shall return to 
Egypt into their own land. And the Chaldeans shall 
•come again, and fight against this city, and take it, 
and bum it with Hre. Thus saith the Lord, Deceive 
not yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely de- 
part from us : for they shall not depart. For though 
ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that 
£ght against you, and there remained but wounded 
men among them, yet should they rise up every man 
in his tent, and bum this city with fire. 

And it came to pass, that when the army of the 
Ohaldeans was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of 
Pharaoh's army, then Jeremiah went forth out of 
Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin, to separate 
himself thence in the midst of the people. And when 
he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward 
was there, whose name was Irijah, the son of Shele- 
miah, the son of Hananiah ; and he took Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying. Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans. 
Then said Jeremiah, It is false ; I fall not away to the 
Chaldeans. But he hearkened not to him : so Lijah 
took Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes. Where- 
fore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote 
him, and put him in prison, in the house of Jonathan 
the scribe ; for they had made that the prison. 

When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and 
into the cabins [or cells], and Jeremiah had remained 
there many days ; then Zedekiah the king sent, and 
took him out ; and the king asked him secietly in his 
house, and said. Is there any word from the Lord 3 
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And Jeremiah said, There is : for, said he, thou shalt be 
delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon. More- 
over, Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What have 
I offended against thee, or against thy servants, or 
against this people, that ye have put me in prison 1 
Where are now your prophets which prophesied unto 
you, saying. The king of Babylon shall not come 
against you, nor against this land? Therefore hear 
now, I pray thee, O my lord the king : let my suppli- 
cation, I pray thee, be accepted before thee ; that thou 
cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan the 
scribe, lest I die there. Then Zedekiah the king com- 
manded that they should commit Jeremiah into the 
court of the prison, and that they should give him 
daOy a piece of bread out of the bakers' street, until 
all the bread in the city were spent. Thus Jeremiah 
remained in the court of the prison. 

Then Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah 
the son of Pashur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and 
Pashur the son of Malchiah, heard the words that 
Jeremiah had spoken unto all the people, sayiug, Thus 
saith the Lord, He that remaineth in this city shall 
die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence : 
but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live ; 
for he shall have his life for a prey, and shall live. 
Thus saith the Lord, This city shall surely be given 
into the hand of the king of Babylon's army, which 
shall take it. Therefore the princes said unto the 
king, We beseech thee, let this man be put to death : 
for thus he weakeneth the hands of the men of war 
that remain in this city, and the hands of all the 
people, in speaking such words unto them : for this 
man seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the 
hurt. Then Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he is in 
your hand : for the king is not he that can do any 
thing against you. Then took they Jeremiah, and cast 
him into the dungeon* of Malchiah the son of Hamme- 
lech, that was in the court of the prison : and they 
let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon 
* The prophet refers to this in Lam. iii 53-58. 
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there was no water bufc mire : so Jeremiah sank in 
the mire. 

Now, when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, one of the 
eunuchs which was in the king's house, heard that they 
had put Jeremiah in the dungeon, (the king then 
sitting in the gate of Benjamin,) Ebed-melech went 
forth* out of the king's house, and spake to the king, 
saying. My lord the king, these men have done evil 
in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, 
whom they have cast into the dungeon : and he is like 
to die for hunger in the place where he is : for there 
is no more bread in the city. Then the king com- 
manded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying. Take from 
hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the 
prophet out of the dungeon, before he die. So Ebed- 
melech took the men with him, and went into the 
house of the king under the treasury, and took thence 
old cast clouts, and old rotten rags, and let them down 
by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah. And Ebed- 
melech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now 
these old cast clouts and rotten rags under thise arm- 
holes under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. So 
they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up 
out of the dungeon : and Jeremiah remained in the 
court of the prison. 

Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah 
the prophet unto him into the third entry that is in 
the house of the Lord : and the king said unto Jere- 
miah, I will ask thee a thing; hide nothing from 
me. Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I de- 
clare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me to 
death 1 and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou not hearken 
unto me 1 So Zedekiali the king sware secretly unto 
Jeremiah, saying. As the Lord liveth that made us 
this soul, I will not put thee to death, neither will I 
give thee into the hand of these men that seek thy 
life. Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith 
the Lord, the God of hosts, the God of Israel, If thou 

* For this loving and conrageons act Ebed-melech was after- 
wards rewarded (Jer. xxziz. 16-18). 
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T7ilt assuredly go forth unto the king of Babylon's 
princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city shall not 
be burnt with fire; and ihon shalt live, and thine 
house : but if thou wilt not go forth to the king of 
Babylon's princes, then shall the city be given into 
the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall bum it vith 
fire, and thou shalt not escape out of their haxid. 

And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I am 
afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, 
lest they deliver me into their hand, and they notock 
me. But Jeremiah said. They shall not deliver thee. 
Obey, I beseech thee, the voice of the Lord, which I 
speak: unto thee : so it shall be well unto thee, and thy 
soul shall live. But if thou refuse to go forth, iMs is 
the word that the Lord hath showed me : and, behold, 
all the women that are left in the king of Judah's 
house shall be brought forth to the king of Babylon's 
princes, and those women shall say. Thy fiiends have 
set thee on, and have prevailed against thee ; thy feet 
are sunk in the mire, and they are turned away bade. 
So they shall bring out all thy wives and thy children 
to the Chaldeans : and thou shalt not escape out of their 
hand, but shalt be taken by the hand of the king of Baby- 
lon ; and thou shalt cause this city to be burnt with fire. 

Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man 
know of these words, and thou shalt not die. But if 
the princes hear that I have talked with thee, and they 
come unto thee, and say unto thee. Declare unto us 
now what thou hast said unto the king, hide it not 
from us, and we will not put thee to death ; also what 
the king said unto thee: then thou shalt say unto 
them, I presented my supplication before the king, 
that he would not cause me to return to Jonathan's 
house, to die there. Then came all the princes unto 
Jeremiah, and asked him : and he told them according 
to all i^ese words that ihe king had commanded. So 
they lefk off speaking with him ; for the matter was 
not perceived. So Jeremiah abode in the court of the 
prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken : and 
he was there when Jerusalem was taken. 
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The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lobd in 
iiiB tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was 
the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar. For then the 
king of Babylon's army besieged Jerusalem ; and Jere- 
miah the prophet was shut up in the court of the 
prison, which was in the king of Judah's house. For 
Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying 
Wherefore dost thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith the 
Lobd, Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the 
king of Babylon, and he shall take it ; and Zedekiah 
king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the 
Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him 
mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall behold his eyes ; 
and he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall 
he be \mtil I visit him, saith the Lord : though ye 
fight with the Chaldeans ye shall not prosper. And 
Jeremiah said, The word of the Losd came unto me, 
saying, Behold, Hanameel the son c£ Shallum, thine 
imcle, shall come unto thee, saying. Buy thee my field 
that is in Anathoth; for the right of redemption is 
thine to buy it. So Hanameel, mine uncle's son, came 
to me in the court of the prison, according to the word 
of the Lord, and said unto me. Buy my field, I pray 
thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the country of 
Benjamin': for the right of inheritance is thine, and 
the redemption is thine ; buy it for thyself Then I 
knew that this was the word of the Lord. And I 
bought* the field of Hanameel, my uncle's son, that was 
in Anathoth, and weighed him the money, even seven- 
teen shekels of silver. And I subscribed the evidence, 
and sealed it, and took witnesses, and weighed him the 
money in the balances. So I took the evidence of the 
purchase, both that which was sealed according to the 
law and custom, and that which was open : and I ^ve 
the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of 
I^eriah, the son of Maaseiah, in the sight of Hanameel, 

* A similar instance is recorded in Itoman history. Baring 
the siege of Borne by Hannibal, tli« very ground on which he 
was encamped was put up for aale and f oimd a purchaser. 
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mine uncle's son, and in the presence of the witnesses 
that subscribed the book of the purchase, before all the 
Jews that sat in the court of the prison. And I charged 
Baruch before them, saying. Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Isi'ael, Take these evidences, this 
evidence of the purchase which is sealed, and this 
evidence which is open, and put them in an earthen 
vessel, that they may continue many days : for thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Houses, 
and fields, and vineyards, shall be possessed again in 
this land. 

Now, when I had delivered the evidence of the 
purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed 
unto the Lord, saying. Ah Lord God ! behold, thou 
hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great 
power and stretched-out arm, and there is nothing too 
hard for thee; thou showest loving-kindness unto 
thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of the fathers 
into the bosom of their children after them : the Great, 
the Mighty God, the Lord of hosts, is his name ; great 
in counsel, and mighty in work : (for thine eyes are 
open upon all the ways of the sons of men : to give 
every one according to his ways, and according to the 
fruit of his doings :) which hast set signs and wonders 
in the land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in Israel, 
and among other men ; and hast made thee a name, as 
at this day ; and hast brought forth thy people Israel 
out of the land of Egypt with signs, and with wonders, 
and with a strong hand, and with a stretched-out arm, 
and with great terror ; and hasfc given them this land, 
which thou didst swear to their fathers to give them, 
a land flowing with milk and honey. Ajid they came 
in, and possessed it ; but they obeyed not thy voice, 
neither walked in thy law : they have done nothing 
of all that thou commandedst them to do ; therefore 
thou hast caused all this evil to come upon theni. 
Behold the mounts;* they are come unto the dtty^to 
take it ; and the city is given into the hand of the 

*i.e., mounds of earth raised as breastworks by the besiege 
ing army ; or battering-rams and other engines of war. 
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Chaldeans that fight against it, because of the sword, 
and of the famine, and of the pestilence : and what 
thou hast spoken is come to pass ; and, behold, thou 
seest it. And thou hast said unto me, O Lord God, 
Buy thee the field for money, and take witnesses; for 
the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans. 
Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah, 
saying, Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh : 
is there anything too hard for me] Therefore thus 
saith the Lord, Behold, I will give this city into the 
hand of the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it. 
And the Chaldeans that fight against this city, shall 
come and set fire on this city, and bum it with the 
houses upon whose roofs they have offered incense 
unto Baal ; and poured out drink-offerings unto other 
gods, to provoke me to anger. For the children of 
Israel, and the children of Judah, have only done evil 
before me from their youth : for thfe children of Israel 
have only provoked me to anger with the work of 
their hands, saith the Lord. For this city hath been 
to me as a provocation of mine anger and of my fury, 
from the day that they built it even unto this day, 
that I should remove it from before my face ; because 
of all the evil of the children of Israel, and of the chil- 
dren of Judah, which they have done to provoke me 
to anger, they, their kings, their princes, their priests, 
and their prophets, and the men of Judah, and the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem. And they have turned unto 
me the back, and not the face : though I taught them, 
rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not 
hearkened to receive instruction. But they set their 
abominations in the house which is called by my name, 
to defile it. And they built the high places of Baal, 
which are in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause 
their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire 
unto Molech, which I commanded them not, neither 
came it into my mind, that they should do this abomi- 
nation, to cause Judah to sin. And now therefore 
thus saith the LoBD, the God of Israel, concerning this 
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city, whereof ye say, It shall be delivered into the- 
hand of the king of Babylon, by the sword, and by the 
famine, and by the pestilence; behold^ I wiU gather 
them out of all countries whither I hove driven them 
in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath ; 
and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will 
cause them to dwell safely; and they shall be my 
people, and I will be their God : and I will give them: 
one heart, and one way, that they may £aar m& for 
ever, for the good of them, and of their children after 
them : and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them, that I will not turn away from them, to do- 
them good ; but I will put my fear in their hearts, 
that they shall not depart from me. Ye% I will re- 
joice over them to do them good, and I will plant them 
in this land assuredly with my whole heart, and with 
my whole souL For thus saith the Lord, like as I 
have brought all this great evil upon this people^ so 
will I bring upon tKem all the good that I have pro- 
mised them. And fields shall be bought in this land, 
whereof ye say, It is desolate without man or beast ;. 
it is given into the hand of the Chaldeans. Men shall 
buy fields for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal 
them, and take witnesses in the land of Benjamin, and. 
in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of 
Judah, and in the cities of the mountains^ and in the 
cities of the valley, and in the cities of the south : for 
I will cause their captivity to return, saith the Lokd» 
Moreover, the wcid of the Lokd came unto Jere- 
miah the second time, (while he was yet shut up' in 
the court of the prison,) saying. Thus saith the Lobd, 
the maker thereof, the Lord that formed it, to estab- 
lish it; The Lord is his name; call \mto m^ and I 
will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty 
things, which thou knowest not. For thus saith the 
Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this 
city, and concerning the houses of tiie kings of Judah, 
which are thrown down by the mounts, and by the 
sword ; They come to fight with the Chaldeans, but it 
~8 to fill them with the dead bodies of m^i, whom I 

i 
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have slain in mine anger, and in my fury, and for all 
whose wickedness I have hid my face from this city. 
Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure 
them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of 
peace and truth. And I will cause the captivity of 
Judah, and the captivity of Israel, to return, and will 
build them, as at the first. And I will cleanse them 
from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned 
:itgainst me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, 
whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have 
transgressed against me. And it shall be to me a 
name of joy, a praise and an honour before all the 
nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good that 
I do unto them : and they shall fear and tremble for 
all the goodness, and for all the prosperity, that I pro- 
cure unto it. Thus saith the Lord, Again there shall 
be heard in this place, which ye say shall be desolate 
without man and without beast, even in the cities of 
Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are deso- 
late, without man, and without inhabitant, and with- 
out beast, the voice of joy, and the voice of gladness ; 
the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride ; 
the voice of them that shall say. Praise the Lord of 
hosts ; for the Lord is good ; for his mercy endureth 
for ever : and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of 
praise into the house of the Lord. For I will cause 
to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith 
the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts. Again in 
this place, which is desolate without man and without 
beast, and in all the cities thereof, shall be an habitar 
tion of shepherds causing their flocks to lie down. In 
the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, 
and in the cities of the south, and in the land of Benja- 
min, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the 
cities of Judah, shall the flocks pass again imder the 
hands of him that telleth them, saith the Lord. Be- 
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will per- 
form that good thing which I have promised unto the 
house of Israel, and to the house of Judah. In those 
days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of 
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Bi^teonsneas to grow up unto Dayid ; and he sbaU 
execute judgment and righteousness in ihe land. In 
those days shall Jodah be saTed, and Jemsalein shall 
dwell safely : and this is the name wherewith she shall 
be called. The Lord out Bi^teoosness. For ihns 
saith the Lord, David shall nerer want a man to sit 
upon the throne of the house of Israel : neither shall 
the priests the Levites want a man before me to offer 
bumt-offeringSy and to kindle meat-ofierings, and to do 
sacrifice continually. And the word of the Lobd 
came unto Jeremiah, sayiog, Thus saith the Lobd, If 
ye can break my covenant of the day, and my cove- 
nant of the night, and that there should not be day 
and night in their season ; then may also my covenant 
be broken with David my servant, that he should not 
have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the 
Levites the priests, my ministers. As the host of 
heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the 
sea measured ; so will I multiply the seed of David 
my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me. 
Moreover, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, 
saying, Considerest thou not what this people have 
spoken, saying. The two families which the Lord hath 
chosen, he hath even cast them off? Thus they have 
despised my people, that they should be no more a 
nation before them. Thus saith the Lord, If my 
covenant be not with day and night, and if I have not 
appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth; then 
will I cast away the seed of Jacob, and David my ser- 
vant, so that I will not take any of his seed to be rulers 
over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob : for I will 
cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on 
them. 

So the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of 
king Zedekiah. And in the fourth month, in the 
ninth day of the month, the famine was sore in the 
city, so that there was no bread for the people of the 
land. Then the city was broken up, and all the men 
of war fled, and went forth out of the city by nighty 
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fcy the way of the gate between the two walls which 
was by the king's garden : (now the Chaldeans were 
by the city round about :) and they went by the way 
of the plain. 

But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the 
king, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho ; 
iand all his army was scattered from him. Then they 
took the king, and carried him up unto the king of 
Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath ; where he 
gave judgment upon him. And the king of Babylon 
slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes : he slew also 
the princes of Judah in Riblah. Then he put out the 
eyes* of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound 
him in chains, and carried him to Babylon, and put 
him in prison till the day of his death. 

Now, in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the 
month, (which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon,) came Nebuzar-adan, captain 
of the guard, which served the king of Babylon, into 
Jerusalem, and burnt the house of the Lord, and the 
king's house ; and all the houses of Jerusalem, and all 
the houses of the great men, burnt he with fire. And 
all the army of the Chaldi^ans, that were with the cap- 
tain of the guard, brake down all the walls of Jeru- 
salem round about. Then Nebuzar-adan, the captain 
of the guard, carried away captive certain of. the poor 
of the people, and the residue of the people that re- 
mained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell 
to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the multitude. 
But Nebuzar-adan,' the captain of the guard, left cer- 
tain of the poor of the land for vine-dressers, and for 
husbandmen. 

Also the pillars of brass that were in the house of 
the Lord, and the bases, and the brasen sea that was 
in the house of the Lord, the Chaldeans brake, and 

* This was no uncommon punishment both among the As- 
syrians and Chaldeans. On one of the bas-reliefs brought 
from the ruins of Khorsabad, the king is represented as hold- 
ing his kneeling captive by a hook through his lips, while he 
pierces his eyes with a spear. 

N 
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all the brass <^ them to Eabyloiu The oal- 
cbroQoa also, and the shovels, and the souffers, and l^e 
bowls, and the spoons, and all the vessela of Iffass 
wherewith they ministered, took they away. And the 
basons, and the fire-pans;, and the bowls, and the cal- 
drons, and the candlesticks, and the spocms, and the 
cups ; that which was of gold in gold, and that ^hioh 
was of silver in silver, teok the captain of the guard 
away. The two pillars, one aea, and twelve hrasen- 
bulls that were under the bases, which king Solomon had 
made in the house of the Lobd : the brass of all these 
vessels was without weight. And conc^iung the pil- 
lars, the height of one pHlar was eighteen cubits ; ami a 
fillet of twelve cubits did compass it ; and the thickness 
thereof was four fingers : it was hollow, and a chapiter 
of brass was upon it ; and the height of one chapiter 
was five cubits, with net-work and pomegranates upon 
the chapiters round about, all of brass: the second 
pdllar also and the pomegrsmates w«are like unto these. 
And there were ninei^ and six pomegranates on a side ; 
and all the pomegranates upon tibe net-work were an 
hundred round about. 

And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the dxief 
priest, and Zepbaniah the second priest, and the three 
keepers of the door ; he took, also out of the city an 
eunuch, which had the charge of the men of war ; and 
seven men of them that were near the king's person, 
which were found in the city ; and the principal scribe 
of the host, who mustered the people of the land ; and 
threescore men of the people of the land, that were 
found in the midst of the city. So Nebuzar-adan, the 
captain of the guard, took them and brought them to 
the king of Babylon to Riblah. And 5ie king of 
Babylon smote them, and put them to death in Biblah, 
in the land of Hamath. Thus Judah was carried away 
'Captive out of his own land. 
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**How dotE tiie city sh solkarj tkai was &ill of 
people ! how is she beoome as a widow ! slie that was 
great among ikiO natioi^, and princess among the pro- 
vinces, how is she become trrbatwyt She weepetii 
sore in the ni^t, and her tears are (Hi her cheeks 
among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her 
all her Mends have dealt treacherously with her 
they are become her enemies. Jndah is gone into 
captivity because of affliction, and because of great ser- 
vitude ; she dwelleth among ihe heathen, she findeth 
no rest : all her persecutors overtook her between the 
straits. The ways of Zion do moanx, because none 
come to the solemn feasts : all her gates are desolate ; 
her priests sigh, her virgins are afflicted, and she is 
in bitterness. Her adversaries are the chief, her 
enemies prosper ; for the Lobd hath afflicted her for 
the multitude of her transgressions : her children are 
gone into captivity before the enemy. And from the 
daughter of Zion all her beauty is departed: her 
princes are become like harts that find no pasture; and 
they are gone without strength before the pursuer. 
Jerusalem , remembered in the days of her affliction, 
and of her miseries, all her pleasant things that she 
had in the days of old, when her people fell into the 
hand of the enemy, and none did help her: the adver- 
saries saw her, and did mock at her sabbaths. Jeru- 
salem hath grievously sinned ; therefore she is removed: 
all that honoured her despise her, because they have 
seen her nakedness : yea, she sighetb, and turneth 
backward. Her filthiness is in her skirts, she remem- 
bereth not her last end; therefore she came down 
wonderfully ; she had no comforter. O Lord, behold 
my affliction ; for the enemy hath magnified himself. 
The adversary hath spread out his hand upon all her 
pleasant things : for she hath seen that the heathen 
entered into her sanctuary, whom thou didst command 
that they should not enter into thy congregation. . . . 

" All that pass by clap their hands at thee ; they 
hiss and wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem, 
saying, Is this the city that men call The perfection of 
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beauty, The joy of the whole earth 1 All thine enemies 
have opened their mouth against thee : they hiss and 
gnash their teeth : they say, We have swallowed her 
np : certainly this is the day that we looked for ; we 
have found, we have seen it. The Loed hath done 
that which he had devised : he hath fulfilled his word 
that he had commanded in the days of old : he hath 
thrown down^ and hath not pitied : and he hath caused 
thine enemy to rejoice over thee ; he hath set up the 
horn of thine adversaries." (Lam. i 1-10, ii 15-17.) 

By Babel's streams we sat and wept, 

when Sion we thought on. 
In midst thereof we hang'd our harps, 

the willow trees upon. 
For there a song required they, 

who did us captive bring : 
Our spoilers called for mirth, and ^aid, 

a song of Sion sing. 

O how the Lord's song shall wa sing 

within a foreign land ? 
If thee, Jeruslem, I forget, 

skiU part from my right hand. 
My tongue to my mouth's roof let cleave, 

if I do thee forget, 
Jerusalem, and thee above, 

my chief joy do not set. 



THB END. 
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